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Tree of Joy welcomes hollday spirit of glvmg
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Eight years ago, on a cold win
ter afternoon, Craig Merkel was
delivering gifts to a low-income
family as part of the Tree of Joy
prograim

He found the residence, an
apartment in Springfield, and
rang the door bell. He was greet
od by a middle-aged woman and
her three little girls

Merkel wore a red plaid
Pendleton coat and had a beard
that was just beginning to turn
gray. As he put the box of gifts
on a shelf for the mother, he
heard the _L'_.‘I".i\ if.\l'.!~"|ll‘|’ in the
background, “Is that Santa
Claus?”

Merkel's wife, Vicky, a vol

unteer coordinator for the Cen

tral Lane Department of Human
Resources, recounted this story
15 just one instance of the effs
tiveness of the I[n of Joy pro
Qram

‘The Tree of Joy has heen
bringing Christmas to low
income lamilies for 15 years
I:f-\\_” ‘-in- \-\.||i|

Vicky .’:!'l}ﬂ'i! create the pro
gram in 1979 and handed over
its operation to the St. Vincent
de Paul Society of Lane County X : . s
fast year HIDE K TOME ORAT merai

The University’s Tree of Joy, made possible by the Drulds Honor Soclety, is located near the EMU Main Desk. Gift wishes may be picked up
Turn to TREE, Page 5 through the end of the week. Megan Campbell (left) and Tee Raskin take a closer look at the some of the wishes local children have made.
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