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of medications and dosages to
be used

~Injections. The law pro-
hibits lethal injection by a
physician or other person but
says nothing about terminal-
ly ill patients injecting them-
selves

—Assistance in dying. Mea-
sure 16 prohibits “active
euthanasia” but doesn’t define
what that is. Might a doctor,
nurse, or family member help
a patient commit suicide, for
example, by bringing water?

—Safeguards for the weak
and the poor. Any cost-con-
scious managed health care
plan faces a potential conflict
of interest when it comes to
hastening the death of patients
who require expensive treat
ment to stay alive

Liability. Assisted sui

cide remains manslaughter
under Oregon law. To avoid
prosecution, health care pro
fessionals who help patients
to die must adhere closely to
the provisions of the ac
Many providers are wonder
ing whether they
increased lability protection
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new field of law developing
around physician-assisted sui-
cide

“The law is scanty and
unclear,” said Garrett Epps, an
assistant professor of consti-
tutional law at the Universi
ty of Oregon Law School. ]
expoct litigation on procedural
aspects.”

A more fundamental chal-
lenge may come from the
Roman Catholic Church. Last
waoek the National Bishops’
Conference issued dimctives
expressly forbidding Catholic
hospitals to participate in doc-
tor-assisted suicide.

“That puts church policy at
logerheads with Oregon
law," said Richard Doarflinger
of the conference’s Secretari-
at for Pro-Life Activities in
Washington, D.C

Doerflinger speculated that
Catholic hospitals enforcing
the laws of the church may be
sued by physicians protected
from discipline under Mea.
sure 16

The first challenge 1o the
new law came last week in
LLS. District Court in Eugene
Seven plaintiffs, backed by
national anti-abortion money
legal expertise, have
asked for an injunction, A

hearing date has not bean set
f
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Dying patients may go to Oregon,
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“assisted suicide

Oregon’'s
law will
attract terminally ill Nevadans
who want! to end their lives,

local physicians say

Dr. Calvin Vanreken, an
internist of Sparks, said he aver
ages one patient a month who
asks for the phone number of Dr
Jack Kevorkian, the Michigan

ndvocate of assisted suicide

“And what he's doing is ille-
gal” in Michigan, said Van-
reken

But certain patients now will
g0 10 Oregon because of the law
that will allow doctors to assist
in suicides, he said. The mea
sure, passed by voters on Nov. 8,
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Dr. Kevorkian helps another die

DETROIT (AP) — The possible expiration of
Michigan’s temporary ban on assisted suicide had
no effect on the timing of the death of an ailing
woman who inhaled a fatal dose of carbon monox-
ide, said Dr. Jack Kevorkian's lawver on Sunday

“Our position is that the whole thing has been
unconstitutional since day one,” sald attorney
Michael Schwartz. “He wasn't waiting for the law
to expire. He doesn’t time these things. It's up to
the patients to decide.”

Kevorkian was present Saturday at the death of
Margaret Garrish, 72, who suffered from rheuma-
toid arthritis, colonic diverticulitis, osteoporosis
and other ailments. Both legs had been amputat-
ed and she had lost an eve

It was the 21st death at which Kevorkian was
present since 1990 but the first since Nov. 22,
19493

Oakland County Medical Examiner Ljubisa
Dragovic ruled Garrish’s death a homicide, saying
she couldn’t have killed herself without someone's
help

Royal Oak police continued investigating the
dueath Sunday but declined to comment. Oakland
County Prosecutor Richard Thompson, who has
charged Kevorkian with murder in some previous
deaths, declined to comment until after police
complete their investigation

Kevorkian left a “certification of medicide” form
at Garrish's home, listing her diseases, her diagno
sis, her prognosis and her family physician,
Schwartz sxid. Kevorkian wasn’t ot the house
when police arrived.

Kevorkian didn’t talk to police Sunday,
Schwartz said. He refused to reveal Kevorkian's
location but said he was in the Detroit arma

The state’s temporary ban on assisted suicide
was enacted in February 1993, It set up a commis
sion to determine whether assisted suicide should
be legal.

The bill gave the commission 15 months to
come up with a report, and said the law would
expire six months after the Legislature received the
report. Strictly speaking, the 21-month period was
up Friday, but the commission report was late and
was never formally accepted by lawmakers, so
there are questions whether the clock ever started
on the Legislature’s term for action

Bills aimed at extending the temporary ban are
scheduled for debate in the Legislature this week

Schwartz said the Legislature should take no
action, saying the government! doesn’t regulate
heart surgery or other medical procedures and
shouldn't regulate assisted suicides,

In Garrish’s case, he said. her “pain just became
too unbearable. As a result, her only choice was to
und her life or live in pain and suffering. That’s not
much of a choice, but it was her choice. Govern-
ment has no business getting involved.”

The state Supreme Court is considering several
challenges that the ban was unconstitutional, all
but one case involves Kevorkian

The challenges include murder charges against
Kevorkian in the Oct. 23, 1991, deaths of Marjorie
Wantz and Sherry Miller. Those cases were dis-
missed by a lower court, then reinstated by the
state Court of Appeals

The last death Kevorkian was present for was
the Nov. 22, 1993, death of Dr. Ali Khalili, 61, of
Oak Brook, 111, Since then, Kevorkian was acquit-
ted by a Detroit jury in the Aug. 4, 1993, death of
Thomas Hyde, 30, of Novi

takes effect on Dec. B

I'he measure allows terminal
v ill patients with six months or
less to live the nghi 1o request
lethal prescriptions from their
physicians

Dr. Kelle Brogan, director of
Reno-based Hospice of Northern
Nevada, said she doesn’t expect
n flood of Nevadans to run to
Oregon o take advantage of the
law

“I'd say 1 percent of the peo-
|;ln' n our pcll’tuul:l! program
would choose that,” she said

Dr. F. Roy Macintosh, a Reno
oncologist, said he also foresees
Nevada patients going to Ore-
gon

I'he Oregon measure gives the
rest of the country a chance to
seo if assisted suicide is practi-
cal, he added

“It's not ne« ---‘.snrll_\' an issue
of people killing themselves, but
of people choosing not to extend
the termination process,” Mac-
intosh said

He said he questions whether
doctors are prepared to pre
scribe lethal doses of medicine,
but he doesn’t have serious
moral reservations about the
law

“In a way, we're actively
involved in the dying process
now,” he said

But Brogan said she believes

Reno doctors say

the Oregon law raises ethical
questions

“They might as well, in my
mind, hand them a gun and say,
‘Go ahead and shoot yourself,™
Brogan said. "1 feel it devalues

life.”

The Catholic Church has
issued an order 1o its hospitals,
including Saint Mary's, pro-
hibiting them from participating
in euthanasia. The church also
spent $1.5 million lobhying
against the Oregon measure.

Brogan said she's hopeful the
Oregon law will spark a nation-
al debate about hospice pro-
grams, which she called an
alternative 1o suicide

PSY 199
ENG 199
GEOG 199
ICOL 199
ICOL 199
| ANTH 199
- INTL 199
PHIL 199
; TA 199

| MUS 199
| ENG 199

Freshman Seminars
Winter Term 1995

Introduction to Mental Disorders

The Middle Ages and the Movies

Reason vs. Justification in Ethno-Territorial Disputes

Ecology and Democracy: The Struggle for Environmental Justice
Human Mind: International Perspective

Primates, Politics, and People

Introduction to Australian Literature and Culture

Contemporary Moral Issues from a Multicultural Perspective

The Legacy of Oracy
Humor in Music

Science Fiction: A New Mythology?
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