
Millionaire leaves money to help people in need 
NKVV YORK 

(AP) — ll has 
been 30-odd 
years since 
(' r *• g o r v 

Condolutxi, an 

elevator opera 
tor. laid eve* on 

NATIONAL 
Milton Petrie It 

torus out that mother man forgot Petrie 
left the B5-year-old Condolutu 
$9,999 Oft ii year for life 

Petrie, known in life and now. jn 
death for his generosity, remembered 
hundreds of people, a few famous, most 
unknown, tn fits Shiki million will. 

"He got a tug ki( k out of me," retails the 
HI-year-old ( ondolut t. who operated the 
elevator at a New York (,'ily tennis t luh 
frequented by I’etrie disneies ego "f always 
kidded him 

f’etrie, 02, the dow n-to-earth son of a 
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Russian immigrant pawnshop owner, died 
on Nov (> Hu built his fortune with a chain 
of women's clothing stores 

Petrie s will names 4*» I beneficiaries, 
including strangers he'd been helping 
since he read about them in the newspa- 
pers. and loyal employees whom he'd 
promised a more comfortable retirement 

Me also provided generously for his own 
family members and for n few celebrities 
such as former Jerusalem Mayor Teddy 
hoi Ink vs riter The Wiese I and Marla Han 
son, the mi«tel whose lm e was slashed on 
the slntit 

J he value of his estate fluctuates with 
the stock market, but one of his lawyers. 
Jerome A Manning, believes it's around 
SH(K) million 

He said he never forgot where be came 
from, said f.ordelia Fuller, whose son, 
transit policeman Robert Venable, was 
killed five years ago by a car thief 

A dozen tirrowi, Petrie asked Mr-. Fuller 
to bring Vtnablt't daughter, januari. now 
15. to his office 

"He would give her teddy bean and a 
check." Mrs Fuller mailed "He want- 
ed to know about her progress in s< hool 
She was very crazy about him 

Under the will, Mrs Fuller, a nursing 
supervisor in Brooklyn, will receive $5,01)0 
a year for life 

"It's nice w hat he did hut I'd rather for 
him to be here." she said, 

The will divides the beneficiaries into 
groups. ea< h of which will be paid from 
the in*ome of a (wrticular trust So in some 

groups, the beneficiaries get an odd 
amount 

Condolucci. a widower, said he'll use 
his money to help his brothers, nieces and 
nephew s And na il replace his couch, 
which was ruined in a flood 

Ho always took can* of me." (cindnluici 

wnd "I had polio Ha paid (or my Iwo pairs 
of ahoes They were $500 apti* » 

Ruth Dran. of llavonna, N J. was a Petrie 
tuparvinr for 23 years 

After years of helping her !x»ss make dis 
reet financial arrangement* for needy 

employees, she is getting 520.000 a year 
for the rsrst of her life. The money will help 
her move to Israel to be near her daughter 
and grandchildren 

She recalled the time w hen she told 
Petrie that the missed her daughter, and 
Petrie told her to get Kollek. then the may- 
or of Jerusalem, on the phone. 

Kollek. who gets a $100,000 lump sum 

from the will, promptly invited Mrs Draft's 
daughter to his offii e for an official wel- 
i ame to her adopted country. 

Milton Petrie was a good friend." 
Kollek said "I guess it shows that he 
thought of me, too.” 

drop at soup kitchens 
1 hi? fhanksgiving larder i* anything but bounti- 

fill this year at soup kite hens preparing holiday 
meal* for the poor 

hroirt Buffalo. N V to Button, from Unting, 
Mu h to Louisville, kv donations are down and 
demand it up 

Church workers and social service agent iet 
hlame a steady decline in government funding and 
sbo lay many Americana, thamaalvas struggling to 
make ends meet, are losing sympathy for the 
unemployed and the homeless 

Homelessness has l«H*n around lor a long time 
now, and people are beginning to say. 'Gee, if we 

a n't solve the problem, maybe we ought to pre 
tend it s not there, said Kick Roberts, chairman 
of the Chit ago Christian Industrial League The 
league expect* to prepare 1,500 Thanksgiving 
meals 200 to 300 more than hist year. 

In Lansing. Mir h donations are way down at 
the Cristo Key Community Center, said senior t it- 
i*»ns' program ooniinator Toni I)iar 

Bv this time last year, we had people who had 
donated four turkeys and the fixings This year, we 
haven't had one turkey donated," she said 

"Donations are dropping like a stone." said Tom 
Wilder of f riends of Night People, a Buffalo soup 
kiti hen ex{n*r ting to serve up to 100 Thanksgiving 
meals 

In (-tliforma. where Proposition 1H7 was rw ent- 
K passed to deny most government servic es to ille- 
gal immigrants. at least one soup kitchen director 
sees n less c.heritable attitude 

Proposition 1H7 "has < reeled or perhaps brought 
to the surfac e a lot of unspoken feeling from peo- 
ple dim tmi not lost at illegal immigrants, but poor 
people 111 general, said Willie Jordan of the I red 
Jordan Mission along l-os Angeles' Skid Row 

West\ Fgmont, director of the Boston Food 
Hank, said '1*104 has been a tough year for dona- 
tions There is n level of c ompassion fatigue 

In New York t its. Mayor Rudolph Giuliani has 
proposed closing a defit it bv eliminating a S<> t 
million emergency food program Without that 
money, many soup kitchens and pantries may lx* 
fort ad to c lose In the start of winter. 

The soup kitc hen at St Bartholomew's Church 
in New York has already seen its government 
funding drop from 40 per< ent of its budget to 
about 2f» percent in the past five years, said the 
Km Flint both Maxwell. 

It s frightening to think aliout w hat might hap 
pen to the people who come to oat here and who 
have so very little, if some of the cuts I've heard 
bandied about go through." she said 

Teen cancer patient returns to school 
BOSTON (AP) When Bills 

Best ran away from home in a 

desperate hid to end his painful 
am.er treatments, the lf> year- 

old was afraid his parents or 

police might <:at( h him 
But when the bus pulled away 

from Boston Oi t .!»), a finding of 
serenity replaced his anxiety 

"After a while I aimed down 
and realized that no one knew 
where I was I was free." Billy 
told "A Current Affair" in an 

interview broadcast Tuesday 
The interview, conducted over 

the weekend at the Bests home 
in suburban Nor well, contained 
Billy's first public comments 
since he returned home Saturday 
The family was paid an undis- 
closed amount for talking to the 
syndicated show 

Billy ended up in Houston after 
riding the bus to New York City 
and Louisiana. He lived in an 

ntuuidoned building and, later, 

with n family that befriended 
him 

Me (.ailed home Nov fi after 
seeing f**«• parents, William and 
Susan best, on TV pleading for 
him to return. 

"I felt had for them because 
the first time I tailed them they 
were blaming themselves for me 

running a wav There was noth- 
ing they could have done." 
Hillv said 

In a letter he left behind, Hil- 
ly said he had det ided to run 

away because he was afraid Ins 
cancer treatments were killing 
hint instead of helping him. Hil- 
ly has Hodgkin's disease, which 
affix ts the body’s lymphatic sys- 
tem 

Doctors had told him he need- 
ed four more months of treat- 
ments to wipe out the remaining 
cancer around his windpipe 

"After each treatment l just 
tame closer and closer to the final 

div ision (o just leavu." he said 
Hilly returned Tuesday to his 

high sc hool t lasses He also dis- 
cussed his future cancer treat- 
ments with his doctor, who 
refused to comment on the t ase. 

Hilly said he will not resume 

chemotherapy, whu h had caused 
his hair to fall out and left him 
finding nauseous. 

Some cancer specialists said he 
will not make a complete recov- 

ery without it 
"There are no alternative ther- 

apies in treating Hodgkin's dis- 
ease to my knowledge," said l)r 
Saul Kusentcerg, professor of mad 
n ine and radiation oncology at 
the Stanford University Medical 
Center. "The chemotherpy and 
radiation are remarkably suc- 

cessful." 
Hilly said that sinc e he first 

called home, he arid his parents 
have reac hed an understanding 
about his future treatments 

Poll results: 
nation needs 
to improve 

NKW YORK (Al’l A 
Harris Poll s.iss Americans 
art* feeling lukewarm about 
the country these days. 

About two-thirds of 
those questioned rated the 
state of the nation as "only 
fair" or “poor They Cited 
crime, the government and 
the at onomy as the main 
reasons, at .cording to a [Mill 
conducted by Louis Harris 
and Associates 

Only 2 percent of the 
1.248 adults surveyed saiti 
the notion was in "excel- 
lent" shape in the days 
after the elections; 31 per- 
ent said it was "prett\ 

good"; 49 peri ent said it 
was "only fair". 18 percent 
rated it as "poor"; and 1 

pert ent said they wore not 
sure. 

Of the 87 pen ent who 
said it was fair or poor, 18 

pert ent t ited crime ns the 
reason; 15 penmen I stud gov- 
ernment. another 15 per- 
cent cited the economy and 
10 percent cited "a lack of 
good jobs 

Other answers included 
a decline in family values 
(6 percent); President Clin- 
ton (4 percent); high taxes, 
foreign aid policy and 
Washington (3 pert tint 
each). 

Asked to name the top 
two issues government 
should address, respon- 
dents most often men- 

tioned crime and health 
rjtre, by 37 and 31) percent, 
respectively 

Harris said it was the 
first time since the presi- 
dent was elet ted that 
health care w as pushed out 
of first plai e. Taxes ranked 
third with 14 percent. 

Study: Lifesaving transplants delayed by refusal to release organs 
CrllLAGO (AP) — About 1.000 people a 

year may bo going without lifesaving trans- 

plants because medical examiners refuse to 
release organs from the dead, usually for no 

good reason, a study indicates. 
Thousands of people die each year await- 

ing organs, and many more linger on waiting 
lists, hoping organs will become available 

The study did not try to estimate directly 
the number of lives lost because of medical 
examiners' refusal to release organs, but 
most transplants are reserved for people 
with terminal or potentially deadly condi- 
tions. 

Some medical examiners believe they 
might lose needed evidence in legal cases if 
they release organs, the researchers said in 

Wednesday's issue of The |oumal of the 
American Medical Association. 

However, in areas of the country where 
medical examiners routinely release organs, 
apparently no legal c ase has ever suffered, 
the researchers said. 

"There's no reason for this loss of human 
life to protect the judicial system. It's not 

necessary.' said Teresa Shafer, lead author 
of the study and regional director of the 
l.ifeCift Organ Donation Center of North 
Texas in Fort Worth. 

Seventy percent of all potential organ 
donors am cases that fall under the jurisdic- 
tion of medical examiners and coroners. 
Shafer's team reported Medical examiners 
determine the cause of death in situations 

such as accidents and homicides 
The study found that the rate at which 

they denied organ releases increased 65 per- 
cent from 1 '>90 to 1992. 

In 561 cases during that period, medical 
examiners refused to release organs to 39 
organ procurement organizations that 
answered the researchers' survey The 39 

represent two-thirds of U S. procurement 
agencies. 

Kxtrapolating to all such organizations, the 
researchers said as many as RH-4 denials may 
have occurred Since US donors give an 

average of 3 37 organs each. 2.979 people 
may have l>een denied transplants over the 
three-year |>eriod. or about 1,000 a year, they 
said. 


