Public library programs help improve literacy

Suzanne Marta

oo Dady Emeraic!

T'he economy is improving, but people who
lost their jobs in recent years are having a much
harder time getting jobs. New and existing busi
nesses are requiring higher skill capabilities
capabilities that, for workers who have low lit
eracy levels, are difficult to attain according to
Marjorie Smith

According to the Oregon Testing Service
Assessment there are approximately 67,900 peo
ple in Lane County with little, if any literacy
skills. In Eugene alone, there are 40,000

For Smith, this is a big problem

"We are looking at mom and maore people who
are seriously under-educated and less and less
able to function in today’s economy and espe
cially tomorrow’s economy,” Smith said

Smith, the coordinator for the Literacy Edu
cation and Referral Network (LEARN]) at the
Eugene Public Library, has been working on var
tous literacy programs in Lane County since
1962

LEARN comprises two main programs, the Lit
eracy Council and the Adult Basic and Second
Education Program (ABSE) through Lane Com
munity College. The two programs offer cours
es on the GED and for leaming to read, improving
math skills and learning English as a second lan
puage

ABSE is the largest literacy program in Lane
County and serves 4,000 students. The students
work in a classroom setting at LCC's downtown
site

The program through the Literacy Council
serves approximately 150 students in one-on
one tutoring sessions, These sessions offer flex
ibility in the place and time, arranged on an
individual basis to fit the needs of the student
and the tutor

“A lot of people we work with are initially
scared of group situations because that is where
they failed to begin with,” Smith said

Both ABSE and tutoring through the Litera-

cy Council are free and open to the public

Smith also works with University programs
tike the High School Equivalency Program (HEP),
the DeBusk Group, specialized education groups
and Escape

Volunteers including those from Escape work
maostly with the program management aspect of
the program, answering phones, following up on
students and tutors and sending out information

Lisa Lundquist, a junior majoring in Planning
Public Policy and Management, is one Escape
volunteer working for the literacy programs at
the Eugeno Public Library

“1 love reading and | chose this program
because | wanted to help others enjoy access to
information about evervthing, even whole oth
or worlds,” sald Lundquist

Students and community members interestod

tn volunteering should be aware that there are a

variety of literacy programs they can work on
with a variety of time commitments
Fhere is o continual need for volunteers for

tutoring and program management Smith said

Smith receives aboul three requests for indi
vidual tutoring services each day and gets ab i
three calls from people interested in volun 1o
1Ny

According to Smith, when o student calls, they
wan! to start learning immediately. When a

prospective tutor alls, it's a different situation
It works best when we have twice as many
people wanting to volunteer than we have need
ing tutoring,” Smith said. “A lot of people who
call about volunteering to tutor are only think
ing about it; they don't always follow through
T'utors for the LEARN program are asked to
attend training sessions offered at the beginning
of the term. The next training session will be on
December 13. Call the Eugene Public Library
at BA7-5450 for more information
“We can only train just so many people.”
Smith said. "It's difficult to keep up with the
demand for help. We don’t have the time to train
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“1 really don't think one day
in a term is going to make all
that much difference in the
amount of learning that hap-
pens,” sald assistant marketing
professor Mark Spriggs. Spriggs
said he understands the impor
tance of student attendance at
the Rose Bowl

Intercollegiate athletics are a
significant part of the college
exporience,” he said

Mark Shinn, an associate pro
fussor of psychology, said he's
happy to see so many students
excitedd about the Rose Bowl
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Smith is taking the vear ofl

from his studies to work full

time on the propect with seven
other students working full
part time on the restor i
Deady Hall

According to LR Vanderbure
one of the full-time employees
working on the project, the

restoration ol Deady Hall
should be finished by the end

f next week il the weather
i'."ll*\

It will be good to have it
done,” Vanderburg said and
Its a greatl opportunity (o use
the skills | have learned in

see people enthusiastic about
something here,” Shinn said

However, professors said,
students must be willing to
make up for lost learning time
when they return

"Students have to be fNexible
100,” Shinn said. “We're here o
learmn

We're delayving classes, not
closing the University,’
Frohnmaver said. The delay
will not affect the scheduled
Jan. 2 opening of residence
halls, according to University
Housing Director Mike Evster

voars ol architecture class

\.I!llil':n" iry \-Iill hl' .‘:.I'\
enjoyed several aspects of the

project

in working on it over

the jrast months

Ihe variety of jobs, the his
torical signilicance of the build

leaving my mark on cam
pus, the group of people we
worked with and seeing how
things were done the 18R0's
compared to the way they are
done now has all been quite

enjovable,” Vandurburyg said

Deady Hall was entered on
the National Register of Historic
Ploces in 1972 and was elevat
ed to a National Historic
landmark status in 1977
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Take a study break at the R & R Cafe

(located inside the Rec Center, next to the bowling alley)

With $5.00 in receipts from the R & R Cafe,

you can get $1.00 off on pool or | free game of bowling.

We are open Monday-Thursday 5-11pm, Friday 5-12:30am, Saturday 12-12:30am, Sunday 12-11 pm

We offer Fresh sandwiches, hot pretzels. Snapple. Pepsi products. coffee, donuts and Harmony snacks

(-.\'ul good with any other offer.)

every night and Pizano’s pizza Friday & Saturday (8pm-12am).
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Weekly Specials

Monday

$3.00

Pizano’s Pizza Sandwich and
get a free game

- & Medium
Soft Drink

Buy a Sub

of bowling,

Monday - Sunday = Thursday - Sunday Friday & Saturday

Bowling &

Pizza Party

Buy a lane for an hour
and get pizza and a
medium soft drink For

$2.75 per person.

Buy a Pizano’s
pizza & get a
free game of

bowling.

Not valid with any other offer Not valid with any other offer

Not valid with any other offer Not valid with any other offer

Inside the EMU Rec Center
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