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Saxon was sitting on a bicycle
when he made the remark, just
one indication that he does some
very non-traditional policing
“Traditional law enforcement
is reactive,” he said. “You do not
do anything until you get a call
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The city has already supplied
the public safety department with
the first $500,000 of an estimat
ed $2 million total that will be
needed to fund the community
policing project

to comm ul!i!\ policing was hm.t
last Friday at the Eugene Hilton
Portland Police Chief Charles
Moose, who recently declined 10
accept a post with the US
Department of Justice to remain
in Portland and head that city's
police bureau, spoke at the event
His address was titled, “Putting

gun manufacturer suspected

of killing

rendered Monday after police
filled his remote mountain
home with tear gas
James Thompson,
Prospect, offered no resistance
to the SWAT team that sur
rounded him in the living

room

of

He
nanaged to drive to a neigh
bor's house, but died before
paramedics could get him to
a hospital

Belore he died, Branch
identified Thompson as the
man who shot him

‘I'm paraphrasing, but he
sald something to the effect

was shot in the abdomen

his best friend sur
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'l talk to the businesses about
possible problems. I talk to the
youth. 1 talk to the homeless peo-
ple and I go to fraternities and
neighborhood meetings and talk,”
Saxon said.

The goal of these talks, accord-
ing to Saxon, is to create long
term solutions.

Saxon started patrolling the
University area four years ago,
after businesses on 13th Avenue
and the University began com-
plaining about crime and aggres-
sive panhandling in the area. The
businesses and the University
each offered to pay one-third of
Saxon's salary

Saxon is restricted, by the
terms of his salary, to patrol the
immediate vicinity of the Uni-
versity. Since he started regular-
Iy covering the area, reports and
calls have dropped significantly

Saxon is a model for the new
community policing program that
is now being implemented in

to pay for two new officers
assigned to downtown and to the
Bethel school district. The city
plans to implement the $2 mil-
lion total funding over four years

The Eugene Public Safety
Department’s Community
Response Team has a storefront
police station in the Whiteaker
area. Foot and bicycle patrols
have been started and officers
now patrol several area schools
I'he Lane County sheriff's office
is also in the process of applying
for a federal grani to start its own
program

Whitlow said the new com-
munity policing program requires
a new concept of law enforce
ment. “As it is now, we have no
control over demand.” he said
“And the citizens, especially in
some areas, feel no connection
with the officers that are there to
protect them.”

The new community policing
program will be more responsive
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important for the public to know
as they are for the officers. He
said prevention of crime involves
looking out for neighbors and
making a personal effort to help
stop criminal activity

“This marks the beginning of a
direct dialogue with the com-
munity,” Whitlow said. “We now

need to create a list of goals and
a proposal for how we are going
to deliver service to the people.”

Grants Pass went to Thomp
son’s home Sunday after his
friend called saying
having emotional prnhlvms
“They've been friends for
30-some years."” said Darlene
Christie, Branch's sister-in-
“Thompson called him,
for him to come up. And Bob,
being a good friend, went up

law

there

I'hompson is the owner of
Oregon Arms Inc., maker of
a lightweight aliber rifle
favored by backpackers and
trappers. The company was
located in Central Point for a
decade, but Thompson moved
it to Prospect three years ago

I'hompson shut down the
plant and laid off his 25
mnplu_\.'m-q three months ago
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Fortune Inn
Chinese RESTAURANT

Looking for a new restaurant?
Give us a try!

1775 West 6th Ave., Eugene, OR 97402 = 342-2616

YOU’RE LOOKING AT TWO
COMPLETELY OPPOSITE, FUNDAMENTALLY
DIFFERENT WAYS TO INVEST IN STOCKS.

WE RECOMMEND BOTH.
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