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Anything off lunch menu
All Day!
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4-month United Way drive
raises funds for agencies

Jamie Pope
For the Uiregon Ly £ morals

The 1994 fund-raising « ampaign for the United
Way of Lane County has raised 51 percent of its goal

$1.586,256, as of Nov. 18

The United Way conducts its annual « ampaign

to raise funds for the fiscal year from early Sep-
tember until mid-December. It has a long history in
the United States as a volunteer organization

“About 125 years ago, various voluntesr organi-
zations would ask people for money contributions
throughout the entire year.” said UWLC campaign
director Barbara Beedon. “In Colorado, a group of
businesses got together to raise funds only part of
the year. That is basically how the United Way
movement got started

“After several name changes, it officially became
known as the United Way about 25 years ago,” she
said

UWLC chairman Dr. Paul Plath said some of the
agencies involved include Boy Scouts of Ameri-
ca, American Red Cross, Sexual Assault Support
Services, Centro LatinoAmericano and the Relief
Nursery. UWLC is a nonprofit organization that
works toward the betterment of society, he said

“The United Way of Lane County is a coalition
of 45 community agencies who provide service to
families and individuals in our area.” Plath said

He said that although UWLC's campaign lasts
only four months. the movement to recruit new vol-
unteers is constantly under way. Volunteers decide
how future funds will be spent, he said

“Every two years we have what is called Human
Noeds Assessment.” Plath said. “What that means
is that we look at where'the funds are needed the
most. The decision on where they are to be used
is made by a Rroup ol 150 volunteers who make a
survey on what the biggest needs are in the com

munity.”

According to the latest Human Needs Assess
ment published in September 1994, community
needs include employment in the hispanic com
munity, child care, child abuse and neglect, and
teen pregnancy

“There are a lot of bad things that happen in life.”
said Dr. Martin Kaufman, Dean of the College of
Education at the University, “Some of those things
are addictions, child abuse, poverty and spousal
abuse. The purpose of the campaign is to help cre
ate a better quality of life.”

Kaufman, who is a United Way volunteer, said the
University plays a significant role in the UWLC and
its campaign

“The University is looked up to by the commu-
nity in terms of its charity work for the United Way,"
he said. “The University has the largest number
of state employees in Oregon. Their contributions
are not overlooked.”

Kaufman said the University has already donat-
ed $136,000, yet direct participation is low.

“Out of 4,000 employees at the University, only
911 participated in the fund-raising campaign,” he
said. “That is about 23 percent. | would like to see
participation increase by up to 40 percent.”

He said it is participation and not the donation
amount that counts.

“The campaign supports the nonprofit commu-
nity,” Kaufman said. “Every citizen in our com-
munity uses the various nonprofit agencies in Lane
County at some time in their lives. These agencies
cannot function without financial contributions.”

Kaufman and Plath said that of all cities in the
United States, Eugene has the highest amount of
human services per capita. They also emphasized
that the UWLC is not a campaign for money but a
campaign that seeks to improve the quality of life
in the community,

Author discusses new manuscript

Tasha Eichenseher
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I am trying to find the posi
tive creation. | wan! to write a

“What | wanted to do was
bring those books back for our
time,"” Kingston said

As she read a draft of her sto

read from the manuse ript
Kingston shared many of her

developing theories about war

and the reason the Berkeley fires

story of a place and situation
that has never occurred before
to image a state of peace and a
peaceflul community,” said Max
ine Hong Kingston Monday
night at a lecture she gave in the
EMU Ballroom

Kingston, whose award win
ning book " The Woman War
rior,” is said to have been the
most taught book in America
read excerpts from her new
manuscript to a crowd of nearly

4040 il("lilil'

The working title of her latest
writing proj is “The Fifth
Book of Peace.” Kingston's
ideas for the book originated
from the Chinese

myth of the
three lost books of peace she
said. The mystical books Sup-
posedly contained tactics on
how to end war

ry, she Hlllitl!-d and v\}:].l'.lll'lf started

her paragraphs, sentences and
choice of words, giving the audi
ence a rare glimpse into the
working mind of renowned
author

The Fifth Book of Peace,
which is not yet finished, begins
with a nonfictional story of the
recent fires that raged through
the Berkeley hills in California

In the book Kingston
describes her own personal
experience with the fire and
how her house and the original
manuscript for this book were

destroved in the lames

“1 realized, the house gone
house gone, only ashes, it is the
way Hiroshima looked after the
bomb,” Kingston, who has a
Chinese ancestry and often
writes about her Asian family,
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I'he reason we have war is
that we love explosion, it repre-
sents the big bang when creation
started and we just love watch
ing that,” she said

“I like writing because it's
constant discovery,” Kingston
explained. "You take the path
ol the words and alwavys are
going new places.”

Kingston is the also the author
of "China Man" and “Tripmaster
Monkey,” which were described
Monday night as books that re
imagine historical images of
Aslans

ne Fifth Book of Peace”
turns from nonfiction to fiction
and continues the storv of char
acters in " Tripmaster Monkey.

“"For all my books there's
always been a question of
whether I'm writing fiction or
nonfiction,” Kingston said
“Mavbe | will arrive at the dual
istic place, like the Buddhists
talk about, were it's neither fic-

tion or nontiction.'

‘She is an imminently publi-
Cized womaoan minority writer
who is outstanding in her field.”
said the office manager of the

reative writing department at
the University. The department
spoi sored Kingstan's lecture.
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