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coming
wrCcial teams

practice about hi
play and pinpoint
letm areas for the Beavers
We have to be a lot
consistent with our snaps on
punts, field goals and PATs,’
Pettibone said. “We must do a
better job with our holds on
extra points and field goals.”
With the mysterious increas
ing reliance on the kicking game
in Civil War games, players
have come to expect close
defensive battles that are usual-
Iy settled by a few points
But no matter what the final
tally is, a Civil War win is a win

od some pr ab

maore

nonetheless
“We could win seven to zip

like we did two years ago and

would be more

everybody
anvthing

happyv than
world,” Oregon tight end Josh
Wilcox said. “If we hold them to

in the

2010 illlli'.','- and we getl two
points then we win. We don't
can

'he intriguing part of the

FILE POT0

Oregon has shown some defense of its own against the Beavers in the past and the Gang Green delense

Is more lethal than ever in 1994,

Civil War matchup is the diver-
sity of the offenses and defens
es of the two teams
The Ducks feature a pro-set
offense with multiple forma
tions while the Beavers are one
of the few teams still around
that work out of the spread
option formation. Consequent
ly, the Beavs rack up rushing
yvards to the tune of over 285
yards per game and rank third
wationally in the category
1O
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The Oregon State defense
ranks near the middle of the
Pac-10, but poses problems to
an Oregon team that has pun-
ished two of the worst defenses
in the conference in Arizona
State and Stanford the last two
weeks

“They have a far better sec
ondary compared to Stanford,’

Oregon head coach Rich Brooks

“Assignment-wise, their

ml]ti
defensive line is an offensive

lineman’s nightmare.
Brooks and the Ducks have

had trouble scoring on the OSU
defense in the pmil lunlllt' of
years, but the Oregon defense
has hit stride in recent
\.\'l'l'h\

"You have to hand it to Rich
Brooks, his staff and his players
for how well they have played,”

is

Pettibone said
Of course the crowd will once
again be a festive one as Parker
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The OSU defense has heid Oregon to an average of just over four points a game in the last four contests between the two.
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regon Dy Emesaid 4 over a week and the game will
It's finally here. The Civil War be regionally televised on AB(
to end all Civil Wars takes cen A game that would be exciting
ter stage Saturday as the 12th under normal circumstances is
inked Oregon Bucks hookup just that much more important
with the Oregon State Beaver with the Ducks’ postseason
for the 98th edition of the cla plans riding on the game
sic battle for state supremacy g expact lot of booing
'he Boavers v conlervnce man Wilcox said of the OSI
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nto the linal week of just how they play
“It means the world to them '
Wilcox added. “If they go 5-6
this year, it's the best they've

done since 1971

“When you get to this game

everything goes out the win
dow. N's a dogfight.”

Oregon’s Ricky Whittle has
no doubt that this game is the
biggest game for Oregon in a
long time. He believes that the
Ducks must be able to adapt to
anything that happens in a
rivalry where strange things
have been known to happen
over the years.

“The thing about this rivalry
is that you can't really expect
anything, you have to expect
everything,”" Whittle said. “It's
not what they will do, it's what
they won't do

“It’s all about rising to another
level, and that's what this team
1s made of. It's made of a lot of

people that want to become
champions and understand what

it takes to get there. ™




