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Belden answers kicking questions for Oregon

Kris Honry
Matt !u-...--' Came Clroy
Arizona amid a summer of
questions about the kicking game
Ihe 18-vear-old was penciled
in as the ""[‘:" ement tov Tom
I't ompson, a semi-legend among
Duck faithful for the somewhat
onille VL he handled the On
i Kicking dulie H '
CK thereol, was thought L
1 poOss ':"lllr!‘l_l‘llll‘

By the time fall practices were

a8 nto the
icant Kid 1 takes
espol sthilit lor the Uregon
punting, placekicking and kick
ol dulies

Belden began the season

described by Oregon head coach
Rich Brooks as “a voung man
who has vet to attend his first col
lege class

(n Sopt. 4 he il!.l'-.v'n'. in his hirst
college football g vme, It s now
Nov. 18 and no one is talking
about the Kicking game anvmore

“I guess it means 'm doing a
good job since nobody is really
asking about the kicking game
Belden said. “1 came i
ing to win all three jobs. I thought
I could do it and that was my first
goal

“Along the way, week to week,
I've set some goals for myself I've
gained some of them and others
I haven't. I need to get to the point
where | gain all my goals each
week.”

lose aren’t exactly words a
person would expect to hear from
someone experiencing his first
full taste of football on the colle
gilate level

Ihen again, Belden isn't exact-
v vour average freshman kicker

| expect

I'wice this se n he has been
imed the }{i'f‘ Pad 1|J-"Il'i.'|i
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vard average Two of his punts
were downed inside the US(
vard line
The second honor came after
151 weekend s 55-21 road vie
wer Hlant 1. He av 10l
40.8 yvards on five punts with
'!l.l-n“t:r'l-‘l;-."'.,' ."-.‘- Lardinal
inside it ALY i i
He a i al 1w 1
onls | and 34 vards
Beld the Pac-1
Conlerencs [ Hs

e at sl Ove
iprights per outing. So f
: 1%
oal attempts, connecting at a 70
percent clip
His punting has bee
sistent lor most of the.season
however Belden still maintains a
solid near 40-var e
T'he iing 15 Do »

this vear,” Helden said. “1 hil
e 60 yards and then [') t ]
10 yards. That's just flaws in my

technique that | have to really
work on this woeek and this w
ter to make myself better. | need
to get to the point where ['m hit
ting them 45 or 50 vards consis
tently

When it comes to flaws in his
tex hnlqm . Belden doesn’t have
to go far in finding out Brooks'
thoughts on his progress. Brooks
is also the special teams coach

“That was one of the things
that drew me here,” Belden said,
“just knowing that the head
coach was the special teams
coach. That just made me believe
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Matt Beiden has stepped up In his first colleglate season and capa-
bly filled the shoes, or lack thereof, of departed Tommy Thompson.

that (the kicking game) was a big
vmphasis

“He's hard on me, but 1 like it
I've always liked coaches to be
hard on me because | expect
myself to do so well. When the

i |ul|_h k"lrl,l'i on you, you klllll llf
have to keep on yourself to get
better.”

He has three more years of
Brooks' tutelage to perfect a tech
nique that got Belden selected as

one of the members of the all-Ari
rona squad by the Arizona
Republic and also varned him

first-team all-state honors in Class

4A as a punter and placekicker
lh'll!"’l CONMmMx "'\! on TI" l'I !]

field goals during his senior sea

son in Glendale, but four of his

missed attempts were from 60

W longer
Sinee coming o Eugene
Belden has had to lvarn

with life on his own as an out-of

o deal

state college freshman in a cli
mate drastically different than
vird] 1o in Arizona
inute of it

ot his new sur

whatl he was us
Yloved every m
“r'!-‘l'!; savd
roundings. "Evervhody savs that
it roins all the time hore, but
when vou 've seen the sun all the
time for 18 vears, it's kind ol a
oo change. The

weounther hasn't
my kicking) at
e sucoess Oregon has had in
lootball this
Belden's feelings about signing
on to be a Duck

wason hasn't hurt

T've played on a lot of teams

and this is one of the tightest
teams 've ever played on,” he
satd. “I's been a great season. |
can’t ask for anything more than
what we've done this season

“Now we just have to work on
making it o tradition and making
Oregon foothall respected. That's
one of the things that I'd love to
be a part of and not make this just
a one-time season hlll an avery
day deal’
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