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Mother’s woes are no explanation for killing kids 

Annk Moskr Kornkrd 

The poin t' in Union, S.C.. 
doubted Susan Smith's 
carjac king story from the 

beginning. Their suspicions 
finally to the discovery of her 
submerged car with her sons 

drowned and still strapped in 
their safety seats Her husband 
never questioned her claim and 
said she was a "devoted" moth- 
er to ,1 year-old Michael and 14 
month-old Alex 

Had a survey been taken in 
the days just after the disappear- 
ance of the boys, the response 
probably would have reflected 
that women, particularly moth- 
ers, knew that Susan Smith 
killed her children Men, and 
fathers, may not have been 
quick so to point the finger. 

The story shakes the founda- 
tion of many parents’ belief sys- 
tems. Most parents put their 
children's lives above all else. 
Their children matter more to 
them than money, prestige, any- 

thing. 
However sensational and dis- 

heartening it may have been, the 
media coverage of this story 
allows Michael and Alex to have 
a voice denied them by their 
mother and to ask the question, 
"Mommy. why are you 

doing this?" 
The most '.hocking elements 

about what Susan Smith dut to 
her children derive from that 
question In stories reported 
•.hurt I v a her the di<u o\ erv if the 
hoys' bodies. Susan Smith said 
her son Michael told her the 
evening of the drowning that he 
loved her so mui h Most t ye.tr 

olds feel free to express emo- 

tions of love and devotion to 
their parents, espet lallv to their 
moms Susan Smith's emotional 
needs were not met. and for tier 
it was too little, too late The 
hoys did nothing wrong and vet 

they paid with their lives 
Looking carefully at the pho- 

tograph of the two brothers seat- 
od together. I see pain. fear, and 
sadness showing through the 
older boy’s expression Sadly, 
no one in Union approached the 
family or discussed their inner 

turmoil to prevent the boys from 
being murdered 

The unhappiness evolving in 
their private lives firings up 
issues central to the greater 
understanding of society Social 
poli< \ makers can consider gen. 
tier roles, parenting and implex 
relating to one another more 

closely m light of this tragedy 
Raising two children who are 

younger than years of age chal- 
lenges any parent Single par- 
ents are doubly burdened, even 
when as in Susan Smith’s < ase. 

family support existed, and the 
boys' father or friends could be 
turned to for help. The pressures 
of money, her children's seem- 

ingly endless demands and her 
expectations conjured a horrible 
brew that led to the needless 

deaths of lwo beautiful, healthy 
hildrwn 
Susan Smith is a young 

woman, a voung mother who 
probably was not ready for 
motherhood ami certainly not 

prepared to be on her ow n Her 
situation supports family plan- 
ning and women being in con- 
trol of their reproductive rights 
The boys had a right to life It 
was taken from them hi the per- 
son they most trusted, who nev 
er should have considered 
motherhood if she didn't know 
what it meant to be a mother 

She didn't even know enough 
to just speed past the boat ramp, 
drive hysterically, if need he. to 
the nearest house she saw stop 
the c ar and get as far away from 
the bovs as possible Going 
crazy and taking it out on herself 
would have made more sense 
than abusing her power as .1 par- 
ent and destroying her chil- 
dren’s lives She had an obliga 
Hon as the hoys' mother to 

protect those children, even 

from herself Hus is a key ele 
went to raising 1 hildren in men 

tails sound and sis ure environ- 

ments 

Mothers are usually burdened 
w ith the great responsibilities of 
child (are and child rearing 
I here arc tunes w lien kid-, drive 
moms nuts and when moms 

want to ai t drastically Still, 
killing a ( hild is extreme and 
there’s no rationalization, psy- 
chiatric or otherwise, lo explain 
why a mother would act in such 
a manner 

Forensic; experts refer to the 
predator/prey relationship of 
assailants and their vit.tints 

Michael and Alex got in the way 
of the one adult who was 
around them the most Susan 
Smith ret dived u letter from her 
boyfriend telling her he was not 
ready (or n ready-made family 
Smith felt her c htldren were an 

obstacle to her maintaining a 

relationship so she eliminated 
them. 

They were easy prey, and in 
her demented mind, she thought 
she'd find love by getting rui of 
the boys Blaming the hoys' 
father may also have contributed 
to her actions. By drowning 
Michael and Alex, she could 
aflat k their father in ways she 
felt powerless to when after 

they separated 
ll really impossible to know 

win two children, who never 
had a chance to live out their 
lives, had to die Psychologists 
will study Susan Smith through- 
out her tin art oration, and she ll 
Ims onto one of those yyell- docu 
mooted crazies society wishes 
yvould explain themselves 

1’hn hoys cnn't be brought 
back to life 1 hope, down the 
rtvlii. that there will lie a remedy 
to prevent a similar event from 
happening to other children 

\nnit Wi ser kornftdd is n 
columnist lor thr Kmerald 

PHDENIK 
VinjNJT 

EUGENE’S NEWEST 
MINI-SUITES HOTEL 
▼ Mini-suites with microwaves refrigerators & 
▼ Jacuzzi suites. Romance packages 
▼ I RE! Continental breakfast bullet 
▼ Indoor pool. jaeu//t & fitness center 
▼ Meeting facilities 
▼ Non smoking rooms available 
▼ Walking distance from the U of O Campus 
▼ Corporate rates available 

\uU < mr other Until ion m Salem, lake Otwego A / rvutdale 

RESERVATIONS 1-800-344-0131 
850 Franklin Blvd. • Eugene. OK • 503-5440001 

can make a difference. RECYCLE TODAY! 

(ETIBILTS 
'Advertise in the OfoE Classifieds 

P-Q-I-M-A-V-E-U-A T;r 
srop.wi) 1 vs 11 
^ bill tiprttMf ilrinii /Y»in|r «•/ /iu/y 

7I I Uh i.u.tM St.*m YkiwI lle.ift m ihc new l rm (omen 
.iiul.il '*Hh vV HilN.iiili.il MK'flvin\) t<% 

hi 

t/.nvww.-ii'uuprwm UI'H VI L._l?'11 '■ 1 WI » +\ t> * «|1 .. <! ■»,r >4 

6 Mi 9 VA R1 
‘V '- »O0 

“A BRIGHT, ENERGETIC 
^ COMEDY!' 

'bullets 
over, 
mwau 

»uoM« 

N8STRADAIT1US, 
DO* ftSS t\% Mim «;JH4 fit* HT?7mL&M& 
AMrirwu Ant' fu f./i B: ami xiir<i 

WC-17 II M NNIKUT 

8m mum 

More Power To You 

Get the missing link between 
you and the internet. 

Take advantage of the full Internet access now 

available to all UO students Hook up a Supra modem 
to your computer Supra is known worldwide for great 
value in high performance products Swing by the 

Microcomputer Support Center today and connect 
with the exciting world of desktop communications 

Microcomputer Support Center 

202 Computing Center • 346-4402 
Monday Friday 9am-5pm 

e-mail mppiJoregon 


