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Mother’s

Anng Moser-KorzeeLD

he police in Union, S.(
doubted Susan Smith's
carjacking story from the

beginping, Their suspicions
finally to the discovery of her
submerged car with her sons
drowned and still strapped in
their safety seats. Her husband
never questioned her claim and
said she was a "devoted™ moth
er to 3-year-old Michael and 14-
month-old Alex

Had a survey been taken in
the days just after the disappear-
ance of the boys, the response
probably would have reflected
that women, particularly moth-

ers, knew that Susan Smith
killed her children. Men, and
fathers, may not have been

quick so to point the finger

The story shakes the founda-
tion ol many parents’ belief sys-
tems, Most parents put their
children’s lives above all ealse
I'heir children matter more to
them than money, prestige, any-
thing

However sensational and dis
heartening it may have been, the
media coverage of this story
allows Michael and ,\u x to have
denied them by their
mother and to ask the question,

Mommy,

a4 voloe

why are you

PHOENIH

doing this?”

The most shocking eloments
about what Susan Smith
her children derive fro
question. In

stories reported
shortly after the discovery of the
boys” bodies, Susan Smith said
her son Michael told her the
evening of the d:-lu ..... ng that he
loved her so much. Most 3-vear

olds feel free to e XPress emo
tions of love votion to
their parents, especially to their
moms. Susan Smith's emotional
needs were not met

and de

and for her
100 iate. The
bovs did nothing wrong and vet
they paid with their lives

it was too little

Looking carefully at the pho
tograph of the two brothers seat
od together, [ ses pain, fear, and
sadness showing through the
older boy's expression. Sadly,
no one in Union approached the
family or discussed their inner
turmoil to prevent the bovs from
being murdered

The unhappiness evolving in
their private
issues central to the greater
understanding of society. Social
policy-makers can consider gen
der roles, parenting and couples
relating to one another more
closely in light of this tragedy

lives brings up

Raising two children who are
vounger than 3 years of age chal
lenges any parent. Single par
ents are doubly burdened, even
when as in Susan Smith’s case
and the
boys' father or friends could be
turned to for help. The
of money,

family support existed

pressures
her children’'s
ingly endless demands and her
expectations conjured a horrible
brew that led to the

Seem

needless

leaths of two beay valth
‘:.41.lr‘.

susan Smith is a
woman, a voung mother who

probably was not ready for

motherhood and certainly not
prepared to be on her own. Her
situation supports family plan

ng and wom
trol of their reproductive rights
I'he bovs h In'.- 1 right to life. It
was taken from them by the per
son they most trusted, who ney
er should have considered
motherhood if she didnt know
what it meant to be a mother

She didn't even know enough
to just speed past the boat ramp

drive hysterically, if need be, to

the nearest house she saw, stop
the car and got as far away from
the bovs as possible. Going

crazy and taking it out on herself
would have made more sense
than abusing her power as a par
ent and destroyving her chil
dren’s lives. She had an obliga
tion as the bovs mother t
children, eve
from herselfl. This

ment to raising children in men

those

}lrnflqt
15 a key e
tally sound and secure environ
ments

Mothers are u

with the great responsibil

sually burdened
ies of
ind child

child care reartng

I'here are times when kids drive
moms nuts and when moms
vant ICl drasti il
Killing Id Is extr 1
there 1onalizatl

chintr it Oltherwise, 1o ex A
vhy a mother would act

1 manner

Forensic experts refor to the
predator/prey relationship of
assailants and their victims
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woes are no explanatlon for killing kids

Michael and

Alex got in the way they separated
it the one adult who was *
iround them the most Susan 'l! 9. KUY I”:““..H!IJ'L[.Ik“““
why two children, who neve
H‘]"f SUNL \t:l 1 letter from her : I : -

' . ) had a chance to live out their
woviriend ing ner no was not

lives, had to die i"-.\l'fin]nl;:t'.!'.

| study Susan Smith through

ready lor o ready-made family

nith felt her

children were an

it her Ao rati y

bstacle to her maintaining out her incarceration, and she'll

: Decome one of those well- docu
relationship so she eliminated .
Ty mented crazies society wishes

T .

. would explain themselves
I'hey were easy prey, and in
T mted mind, she thought ke bovs can’t be brought

she'd find love by getting rid of

the Fur\-.

back to life down the
road, that there will be a remedy
to prever

1 hope,
Blaming the boys’
father may also have contributed

ts hor . ' |2
{0 ner actions. Dy

it a similar event from
-L"llu.l:ln;
Michael and Alex, she could
attack their father in wavs she
felt ;\u'.\.l':'[t‘-\\ to when after

nappening to other children
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can make a difference. RECYCLE TODAY!
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More Power To You!

Get the missing link between
you and the Internet.

Take advantage of the full Internet access now
available to all UO students. Hook up a Supra modem
to your computer. Supra is known worldwide for great
value in high performance products. Swing by the
Microcomputer Support Center today and connect
with the exciting world of desktop communications

Microcomputer Support center

202 Computing Center = 346-4402
Monday - Friday 9am-5pm
e-mail: mpp@oregon
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