Former student’s company
sells restroom ad spots

Ben Moebius
Oregon Dady Ermerakd

Not many business executives would admit that
their companies are going to the toilet

John Koenig, a University graduate who now
runs Water Closet Media, is proud to make that
assertion. His Portland-based company has cashed
in on an idea to sell advertising space in bathroom
stalls.

Water Closet Media has placed over 150 “indoor
billboards” in restrooms at businesses in the Port-
land metro area. Koenig has opened a franchise in
Santa Rosa, Calif., and Eugene residents will soon
see the ads in their stalls.

Koenig will set up billboards at all Gold's Gyms,
Stuart Anderson’s Black Angus Restaurant and the
Rock'n Rodeo in Eugene within six months.

Koenig, who is from Minnesota, said he came up
with the idea in Minneapolis. He said bathroom
advertising is widely used on the East Coast and
realized it was virtually non-existent in the West

He started the business in the spring of 1993, a
year after he graduated from the University. His
vice president, Brian Albrich, is also a University
business college graduate

“If I had a job I really wanted to pursue out of

college, | would probably not be doing this now,”
Koenig said. “1 was hired on as an account execu
tive ot Oregon Business Magazine and began look
ing for an idea | could market on my own.”

Koenig said it was exciting to see a business
grow from an idea on paper to a thriving enter-
prise. Water Closet Media projects 1994 earnings
of $200,000

Water Closet Media helps advertisers to target
according to gender, reach an audience with
maoney to spend and gain visibility at a relatively
inexpensive cost, Koenig said. Each billboard
includes up 1o four separate advertisements

Karlin Conklin, director of the University’s Cen-
ter for Entrepreneurship, said Koenig was a prime
example of the success possible through innova-
tive business ideas

Conklin said the center was created to help stu-
dents like Koenig foster entrepreneurship. “Wae try
to link the college with the business community,”
Conklin said

The Lundquist Center for Entrepreneurship was
founded in 1989 through a $1 million endowment
from Charles H. Lundquist, who in May
announced a $10 million gift to the business col
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The following incidents were
Teported to the University Office
of Public Safety and the Eugene
police department Nov. 10
through 15

* A 28-year-old male transient
wits arrested Nov. 10 for posses-
sion of less than one ounce of
marijuana, unlawful possession
of a controlled substance, tres-
pass in the second degree and
open container of alcohol in pub
lic on the 1300 block of Alder
Street. According to police
reports, an unknown caller
reported witnessing a drug deal
in the parking lot of 7-11. When
an officer approached the sus-
pect, the manager of the store
came out and asked that the sus-
pect be arrested for trespass. Dur-
ing the search-to-arrest process,
the officer found a bag of mari-
juana. When the suspect was
searched at the Lane County Jail,
officers discovered 33 hits of LSD
in the suspect’s wallet

* A 30-year-old male transient
was cited Nov. 11 for having an
unleashed dog on the 1300 block
of Kincaid Street

* A 19-year-old male student
was cited Nov. 12 for minor in
possession of alcohol, misrepre-
senting his age and using an
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invalid driver's license on the
1300 block of Alder Street
A ur(hng to [Hllll © reports, the
suspect attempted to use fake
identification to buv beer. The
suspect said he paid $50 for the
forged ID

* A 34-year-old male transient
was arrested Nov. 12 for an out
standing drug warrant on the
1300 block of Agate Street
According to police reports, the
suspect was detained by OPS
because he had bolt cutters and
apparently was preparing to steal
a bicycle

e A 22-vear-old man was
arrested Nov, 12 for hit and run
and felony driving while sus-
pended on the 1300 block of
Agate Street. According to police
reports, the suspect said he
momentarily lost control of his
vehicle and hit a small car. He
didn’t stop because his liconse
was suspended and he didn’t
want to go to jail

* A 30-year-old male transient
was cited Nov. 12 for trespass in
the second degree on the 1300
block of Kincaid Street. Accord-
ing to police reports, the suspect
had been warned several times to
not accept money for playing his
guitar in front of the Bookstore

* A 23-year-old male transient
was cited Nov. 13 for possession
of less than one ounce of mari
juana on the 1300 block of Pat
terson Street. According to police
reports, an officer recognized the
suspect from a previous drug
arrest and asked for permission
to search. The suspect consent
ed, and the officer found $775 in
cash and a bag of marijuana

* A 19-year-old male student
I"“lllrtl'li “'Il'"'r\' -\Qlll\ l 1 an 'ht'
700 block of East 16th Avenue
According to police reports, the
victim had left a party nhur a fight
with his girlfriend and was walk-
1y home, Anounknown assalant
who came from behind hit the
victim in the right sve and stole
his wallet

e A 22-year-old male transient
was cited Nov, 14 for unlawful
delivery of a controlled substance
(marijuana) on the 500 block of
East 13th Avenue

* A 32-year-old male transient
was arrested Nov. 14 for trespass
and outstanding warrants on the
1200 block of East 13th Avenue
According to police reports, OPS
officers found the suspect hiding
in a classroom inside Columbia
Hall where he had been sleeping

—Compiled by Joe Harwood
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Berg's fKifhop

13th & Lawrence » 683-1300
Open Mon-Sat 10-6

Introducing...

a revolutionary new

GMAT course:

* Last chance to prepare for the

January exam.

* Diagnostic Exam Nov. 19, 9am
+ Call 345-4420 to reserve a spot

720 E. 13th #303, Eugene, OR 97401

TARGETED TRAINING
T™he mosl customized, fexible
approsih to CMAT study ever

get a higher score

KAPLAN

Take a journey of discovery
from the chair at your desk.

More Power TOo YOouUu!
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Just two blocks from U of O Bookstore « 4846888

EUGENE'S NEWEST
MINI-SUITES HOTEL

V¥ Mini-suites with microwaves, refrigerators & wet bars
W Jacuza suite/Romance packages

¥ FREE Continental breakfast buffet

W Indoor pool, jacuzzi & fitness center

¥ Meeting facilies

W Non-smoking rooms available

W Walking distance from the U of O Campus

¥ Corporate rates available

Visst our other locations in Salem, Lake (hwego & Trousdale

RESERVATIONS 1-800-344-0131
850 Franklin Blvd. » Eugene, OR « 503-344-0001

Venture to new worlds and discover new information
right in your own home with Microsoft Encarta
Encarta sets a new standard for multimedia
encyclopedias with 26,000 articles and 100
animations and video clips. Journey on over to the
Microcomputer Support Center and check out our
academic pricing on Microsoft Encarta and discover
a new world in your computer

Microcomputer Support Center

202 Computing Center = 346-4402
Monday - Friday 9am-5em
e-mail: mpp@oregon
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