
Clinton may find comfort 
from Truman’s experience 

WASHINGTON |AP) As Hill Clinton views 
what for him is a bleak political land* ape. ha 
might draw comfort from this historic al tidbit The 
last Democ rat to lose both the* House and Satiate* 
Stormed bile k two years later to rec laim it all 
and then some. 

Harry Truman was humbled in 19-th by *» Repub- 
lican takeover of Congress when dissatisfied voters 
gave a clear answer to the Republicans' question 
“Had enough ?” 

The* resulting deluge gave the (iC)I’ a '>14.1 edge 
in the Senate and a 24f> 1H8 margin in the House, 
bringing to Congress some Republic an newcomers 
who were later to make their mark in a big way 

Joseph R McCarthy in the* Senate and Richard M 
Nixon m the House* {Some Domex rats too John I 
Kennedy was in the class of 194f> ) 

Truman glumly surveyed the debac le and told 
a friend T don't expec t this Congress in In* any 
worse than the one I had to deal with for the last 
two years,” 

Clinton, assessing the damage after Tuesday's 
shellacking, said "They sc*nt us a e lear message* I 
got it." 

There is a sense of having boon there before In 
1948, the Republicans took 12 seats from the 
Derm* rats in the Senate and ,V> in the I louse On 
Tuesday, the Democrats lost eight seats in the Sen- 
ate nine counting the defection of Alabama's 
Richard Shelby and 52 in the Mouse 

Truman was mistaken about the lawmakers he 
would have to deal with ill the HOth Congress 
They < ©operated with him in foreign affaire but 
battled his domestic program. So much so that 
Truman campaigned in 1948 against the "do-noth- 
ing ( ongre?*” and was elected president to every- 
one's surprise but lus own. 

Truman, like Clinton 4H years later, started his 
presidency by pushing unpopular programs. With 
Clinton, the irritant was his acceptance of gays in 
the military. Truman's was a 21-point domestic 
program dubbed the Fair Deal 

Conservatives in Congress orec t•*<i formidable 
barriers against sui h Idxrral inojuurw as national 
health insurant e. aid to tnluciillon, Soc ial Sss uri- 
tv. full employment and civil rights 

Clinton wofiinl with a Democrat!! Congress and 
yet could manage only hair's breadth margins for 
the e< miomir program that was at the c enter of his 
entire election campaign He had to struggle for a 
rime bill one e regarded as consensus legislation 

His health are program was nearly a year in the 
making instead of the 100 days he had promised, 
audit died attorning 

hast week. Clinton said he had spent so much 
time trying to girt legislation passed that he had 
failed to communicate to the American people 
what lie was ac hieving for thorn. 

Truman had similar c ause to complain that he 
was misunderstood After all. he had presided over 
the v ic ton in the greatest w ur the country had ec er 

fought, he had the gratitude of the millions who 
were preparing to invade lapnn for using the atom- 
ic: homb to speed the end of the war 

But he could only lose in nnv comparison with 
Frmnklin D RoomvbIi. who wow tin country 
through the Depression and the war "To err is 
Truman was popular put-down 

1 he patrician Kousevelt seemed hum to the job 
he held through three terms and H2 days into ins 
fourth t roman was a medium sued man with a 

medium smxl reputation He had a thic k Missouri 
accent and reveled in small town activities like 
poker with the hoys and the Masonu I odga 

He inherited the frustration built up in the coun- 

try bv postwar rising prices, labor unrest and 
shortages of consumer goods Millions of service 
men and women were mustered out on Ins watch 
and could not find a place to live "Had enough?" 
was n question that went straight to Amerii a s gut 
in 1 H4fi 

Vet in the 1U4H election. Democrats picked up 
nine seats in the Senate and 75 m the House, 
regaining control of both < handlers 

Recent election shows strong gender gap 
WASHINGTON (AP) — If 

women voters had prevailed in 
the midterm elections, the Sen- 
ate would have remained in 
Democratic hands and several 
governor's seats would have gone 
to Democrats instead of Republi- 
cans. 

The ele< lion saw one of the 
strongest gender gaps in years, 
exit polls indicated, as men hard- 
ened their conservative views 
and showed more affinity for the 
Republican message of smaller 
government, less spending on 

social programs and anti-taxation 
Across the country, men 

predominantly white men vot- 
ed heavily Republican. 

Democrats silting through the 
lessons of last week's election an* 
faced with the reality that men 
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art? steadily defecting. In exit 

polls, men identified themselves 
as 37 percent Republican it |n»r- 
cent Democratic and 31 pen mit 

independent. Four years ago. they 
were evenly divided between the 
parties at 34 percent each and 29 
percent independent. 

Women, however, are 42 per 
cent Democratic, 32 percent 
Republican and 2f> percent inde- 
pendent — roughly the same split 
as in the 1990 elections. 

"This is something that's been 
building over the past decade and 
a hall as the parties became 
more polarized around issues and 
the choices became dear,” said 
Susan Carroll, senior research 
assiH mte at the Rutgers Univer- 
sity Center for the American 
Woman and Politii s 

Through the 1 UHOs anti into 
*«K, men iiavti in* ume mom ton 

servativa and mom Republican, 
and women have staved as lied 
to the Democrath; Parly as thev 
were going into the '80s 

In virtually every gubernatori- 
al and Senate race last week, 
women supported Democrats 
more strongly than men did 
even in the cases where women 

ended up voting overall to elect 
the Republican 

The GOP takeover of the House 
was helped by the 57 percent 
male preference for Republicans 
compared with a 54 percent pref- 
erence by women lor Demi* rats 
Democratic men crossed over 

more often to vote for Republican 
(,mdidates than did Demi* ratu 
women 

Fortune Inn 
Chinese restaurant 

Looking for a new restaurant? 
Give us a try! 

1775 Wejt 6th Ave Eugene, Of? 97402 • 342-2616 

Mother Kali * 
Books 

Celebrating Women's lives 
in all our diversities 

I:ugene author 

Leah Standish 
will be reading from her book. 

Wrdnevlav Nmrmber 16th (7 W p m ) 

720 1 13*h Avc • J4V4864 
I ree parking in havrrnenl 

• American ugn language interpreted 
• Wheelchair accettlble 

Mayors worry about 
Republican takeover 

WASHINGTON (AP) 
When Republican* taking 
control of Congress start talk 
ing about cutting programs, 
many of the nation'* mayors 
see the kmft< aimed at their 
cities 

There has (asm talk of fis< al 
s onservatism that would lay 
housing, transportation and 
human services on the budget 
cutting board very curly At 
least one Kopuhlu an can 
gressmnu already is touting 
elimination of the federal 
agent v that runs urban pro- 
grams as an answer to urban 
problems 

Hut may ,irs imln ale they 
may be willing to absorb 
some fist al misery if the (.()!’ 
ystll pass a law ridding them 
of the bane of t tty finam es 

unfunded federal mandates 
federal layys that lot al gov ■ 

ernments must obey and pay 
for 

i/Ogislation that would have 
eliminated unfunded man- 

dates was thwarted in the 
1 louse of Representatives dur- 
ing the last Congress 

Members of the 1 S Cun 
ferem e of Mayors, long 
angered by the share of t ity 
budgets that federal mandates 
eat. are meeting this week to 
disi uss how they < an work, 
with the Repuhlii an-dominat- 
«*d Congress 

Already, the mayors have 
urged incoming Republican 
leaders to put the unfunded 
mandates issue high on their 
agenda Among the support- 
ers of the previous bill were 

Sen Hob Dole. R Ran and 
Rep Newt Gingrich, K-Ca 
now in line to he Senate 
maturity leader and speaker of 
the House 

II we I an get relief from 
these mandates, that will free 
up lo< til dollars to do other 
projects." said Mayor Vis tor 
Ashe of Knoxville, Tenn 
president of the mayors con 

ference "That's good news 

not only for cities, hut for 
counties 

Gingrich has said that a 

major overhaul of poverty pro 

grains find aid to etnas is a j»ri- 
oritv Hu immediately target 
nd HlfiOn (irwit Socialv pro- 
grams In mu tied ti\ Priwidont 
I.yndon Johnson, such as (ha 
Hand Start aarlv hildhood 
admutitm program and the Jolt 
Corps training program 

"It is imptis-.itih) to taka the 
Crant Scm i>’t\ strut turn of 
bureaut rat y and tha t Gun- 
tort ulture value svstam that 
now parmaatas tin’ wav vve 

dual w ith tha poor and have 
any hope of fixing them," Gin- 
v:ni it muI i.i! i- rid.is i hev 
have to t>a replaced thorough- 
ly. from tin! ground up 

Ki'p S.1111 lolntsori. R I cy !-. 

a member of the Mouse flank 
in#. finance and Prism Affairs 
( Dinmltlw. suggested Reptile 
In ails ouId start urban reform 
by nliminaling the depart 
ments of Kdui at ion and lions 
mg find Urban Development 

File agencies are too big 
and their regulation* too bur- 
densome. luluisun said Hi 
eliminating these liig Hrother 
bum.tin n it's m- an put the 
power bat k in the fiands of the 
(MHipltt n fm know best how to 
educate their children and 
solve community problems." 

Cavil rights ai tii ist Jesse 
!a< kson. a t Venus rat, said (.ill 
grt< It s agenda slims s Re put) 
In an intent to gut federal pro- 
grams that aid dies and return 
ton t OMIts e< oiinmii strategy 
(fiat eroded the cities las base 
and sent jobs to the suburbs 

The Great Society, the war 

on poverty, targeted the areas 

of greatest poverty and aban- 
donment," J.u kson said "Gin- 
grich says he wants to destroy 
the whole idea Their program 
is slash and burn That's a war 

on the poor 
Aslu*. a Kopuhiu tin, said ho 

fools ilios will hirw woll umlor 
a Ropubliiin Congross llo 
nointod out that in tho roi out- 
tv passod anti < rinto low. 
Ropubln .ms pushmt through 
a hlo< k grant to allow ( itios 
flexibility hi using fodoral 
crime moni'v, even though 
tlioy led tho t all to curt) spend- 
ing on tho plan 
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$095 

Anything off lunch menu 

All Day! 
Please show U(VICC student or faculty ID 
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