Clinton may find comfort
from Truman’s experience

WASHINGTON (AP) As Bill Clinton views
what for him is a bleak political landscape, he
might draw comfort from this historical tidbit: The
last Democrat to lose both the House and Senate
stormed back two years later to reclaim it al] -
and then some

Harry Truman was humbled in 1946 by a Repub
lican takeover of Congress when dissatisfied voters
gave a clear answer to the Republicans’ question
“Had enough?”

The resulting deluge gave the GOP a 51-45 edge
in the Senate and a 246-188 margin in the House
bringing to Congress some Ropublican newcomers
who were later to make their mark in a big way
Joseph R. McCarthy in the Senate and Richard M
Nixon in the House. (Some Democrats, too: John |
Kennedy was in the class of 1946.)

I'uman glumly surveved the debacle and told
a friend: 'l don’t expect this Congress to be any
worse than the one | had to deal with for the last
Iwo years

Clinton, assessing the damage after Tuesdav's
shellacking, said: “They sent us a clear message. 1
ot it.”

I'here is a sense of having been there before. In
1946, the 1(!']1%'.!!'1- ans took 12 seals from the
Democrats in the Senate and 55 in the House. On
Tuesday, the Democrats lost sight seats in the Sen
ate nine counting the defection of Alabama’s
Richard Shelby and 52 in the House

I'ruman was mistaken about the lawmakers he
would have to deal with in the 80th ( Ongress
I'hey cooperated with him in foreign affairs but
battled his domestic program. So much so that
Truman campaigned in 1948 against the “do-noth
ing Congress” and was elected president to every
one’s surprise but his own

Truman, like Clinton 48 vears later, started his
presidency by pushing unpopular programs. With
Clinton, the irritant was his ac eplance ol gays in
the military; Truman’'s was a 21-point domestic
program dubbed the Fair Deal

Conservatives in Congress erected formidable
barriers against such liboral measures as national
health insurance, aid to education, Social Securi-
ty, full employment and civil rights

Clinton worked with a Democratic Congress and
yot could manage only hair's breadth margins for
the economic program that was at the center of his
entire eloction campaign. He had to struggle for a
crime bill once regarded as consensus legislation
His health care program was nearly a year in the
making instead of the 100 davs he had promised

it died abormning

i1

Last week, Clinton said he had spent so much
time trying to get legislation passed that he had
failed to communicate to the American people
what he was achieving for them

Iruman had similar cause to « ‘l[t‘.[ll,qlﬂ that he
was misunderstood. After all, he had presided over
the victory in the greatest war the country had ever
fought; he had the gratitude of the millions who

were preparing to invade Japan for using the atom

bomb to spend the end of the war

But he could only lose in Ny companson with
Franklin ). Roosevelt, who saw the country
through the Depression and the war I'o err is
Fruman,” was a popular put-down :

T'he patrician Roosevelt seemoed born to the ob

he held through three terms and 82 davs into his

tourth. Truman was a medium-sized man with a

mediume-sizod reputation. He had a thick Missouri
weunt and reveled in small-town activities like
;r'n'nv: with the boys and the Masonic Lodge

He inherited the frustration built up in the coun
try by postwar rising prices, labor unrest and
shortages of consumer goods. Millions of service
men and women were mustered out on his watch
and could not find a place to live. “Had enough?
was a question that went straight to America’s gut
in 1946

Yet in the 1948 slection, Democrats i ked up
nine seats in the Senate and 75 in the House
]

regaining control of both chambers

Recent election shows strong gender gap

WASHINGTON (AP) I

are steadily defecting. In exit

hrough the 1980% and into

women voters had prevailed in
the midterm elections, the Sen
ate would have remained in
Democratic hands and several
\.:IJ\!'I'IIlIf“\ seats would lLt\l' gone
to Democrats instead of Republi
cans

The election saw one of the
strongest gender gaps in years,
exit polls indicated, as men hard
ened their conservative views
and showed more affinity for the
Republican message of smaller
government, less spending on
social programs and anti-taxation

Across the country, men
predominantly white men — vot
od heavily Republican

Democrats sifting through the
lessons of last week's election are
faced with the reality that men

polls, men identified themselves
as 37 percent Republican, 31 per
cent Democratic and 31 percent
independent. Four years ago, they
were evenly divided between the
parties at 34 percent each and 29
percent independent

Women, however, are 42 per
cent Democratic, 32 percent
Republican and 26 percent inde
pendent — roughly the same split
as in the 1990 elections

“This is something that's been
butlding over the past decade and
a half...as the parties became
more polarized around issues and
the choices became clear,' said
Susan ( .H'['u” SUNnIOr researd !l
associate at the Rutgers Univer
sity Center lor the American
Woman and Politics

G0s, men have become more con
servative and more Republican
and women have staved as tied
to the Democratic Party as they
ware going into the "80s

In virtually every gubernatori
1l and Senate race last week
wiomen --'I.}r}]nl'.l'et Democrats
maore strongly than men did
even in the cases where women
ended up voting overall to elect
the Republican

I'he GOP takeover of the House
was helped by the 57 percent
male preference for Republicans
compared with a 54 percent pref
erence by women lor Democrats
Democratic men crossed over
maore often to vote for Republican
candidates than did Democrati

Mayors worry about
Republican takeover

WASHINGTON (AP)
When Republicans taking
control of Congress start talk
ing about cutting programs,
many of the nation’s mavors
soe the knife aimed at their
citios

There has been talk of fiscal
conservatism that would lay
housing, transportation and

grams and aid to cities is a pri
ority. He immediately target.
od 1960s Great Society pro-
grams launched by President
Lyndon Johnson, such as the
Head Start varly childhood
education program and the Job
Corps training program

“It is impossible to take the
Great Society structure of

g
human services on the budget  bureaucracy .. and the coun |
cutting board very varly. At terculture value system that .
least one Republican con-  now permeates the way we :
gressman already is touting  deal with the poor and have F:
elimination of the federal any hope of ixing them,"” Gin )
agency that runs urban pro-  grich said on Friday. " They g

Mraums as an answer to urban
problems

But mavors indicate they
may be willing to absorb
some hscal misery if the GOP
will pass o law ridding them
of the bane of city finances
unfunded federal mandates

fedaral laws that local goy

ernments must obey and pay

f:!ht‘T-l!-;-r-‘il].ltl'ii thorough
ly. from the ground up

Rop. Sam Johnson, R-Texas
v member of the House Bank
ing, Finance and Urban Aflairs
Committes, suggested Repub
Heans could start urban reform
by eliminating the depart
ments of Education and Hous

ing and Urban |‘e'\l-i.urn::.-'::'

for he agencies are too g

Logisiation that would have wnd their regulations too bur
eliminated unfunded man densoms lohnson said Hy
dates was thwarted in the eliminating these Big Brother

Honse of Hf'!:rw.r-ut.i!t‘.f- s dur
ing the last Congress

Members of the UJ.S. Con
ference of Mavors, long
ingered by the share of city
budgets that federal mandates
eat, are meoting this week to
discuss how they can work
with the Republican-dominat
wd Congress

Already, the mavors have

bureaiocra 1os, we Can pul thi
power back in the hands of the
people who know best how to
oducate their children and
solve community problems
Cavil rights activist Jesse
lackson, a Democrat, said Gin
grich’s agenda shows Repub
Hcan intent to gut federal pro
prams that aid cities and retum

to a TUROS SConoOmid strategy

urged incoming Republican that eroded the cities’ tax base
lenders to put the unfu 1 and sent jobs to the suburbs

mandates issue high on their
wenda. Among the support
ers of the previous bill were
Sen. Bob Dole, R-Kan., and
I\‘l'p New!l Gingrich, R-Ga
now in line to be Senate
majority leador and speaker of
the House
If we can get relief from

these mandates, that will free
up local dollars to do other
projects,” said Mayor Victor
Ashe of Knoxville, Tenn
president of the mayors con
lerence Fhat's good news
not only for cities, but for
counties

Gingrich has said that a
major overhaul of poverty pro

N'he Great Society, the war
on poverty, targetod the areas
ol greatest poverty and aban
donment,” Jackson sald. "Gin
grich says he wants to destroy
the whole wdea. Their program
is slash and burn. That's a war
on th poor

Ashe, a Repubiican, said he

feels cities will fare woll under
a Republican Congress. He
pointed out that in the recent
ly passed anti-crime low
Republicans pushed through
a block grant to allow cities
flexibility in using federal
crime money, even though
they led the call to curb spend
ing on the plan
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Fortune Inn
Chinese RESTAURANT

¥ By

Looking for a new restaurant?

Give us a try!

1775 West 6th Ave., Eugene, OR 97402 » 342-26106

RECYCLE

Mother Kali’s

Celebrating Women's lives
inn all our diversities

Eugene author

Leah Standish

will be reading from her book,

ﬂgalmg of M iy Soul

Wednesday, November 16th (7-30 p.m.)

720 E. 13th Ave. » 3434864
Free parking in basement

* American sign language interpreted
* Wheelchair accessible
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RESTAURANTE MEXICANO - \J

“Minutes from Mexico!"

MONDAY & TUESDAY

$3£

Anything off lunch menu
All Day!

Please show UO/LCC student or faculty 1D
(Not valid with other offers or orders to go)

11am-10pm
68 West 29th Avenue
683-5458

1 block west of Willamette
(Offer expires Dec 13, 1994
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