
Fred Meyer employees able to return to work 
PORT1 AND (AIM All bargaining unit* representing 

striking grocery worker* in the Portland area have m > ept 
ed new contracts, ending the B’dav strike affw ting i.:r> 
StOttM* 

A group of Fred Meyer central chin kout cashiers vot 
«>d by a 2-tO-1 margin to at cept the on tract after an hour 
long meeting Sunday Members of the bargaining unit had 
turned down the same offer u day earlier 

The cashiers were all member* of the Ijx.nl of the 
United Food A Commert ini Workers Union Five other 
bargaining units hat! voted Saturday to accept new con- 
tracts. 

Several of the -ashlers said they didn’t like the t ontrnct 
hut felt pressured to approve it. end the strike and get 
back to work. 

"I'm thrilled to be going bat k to work." said Bonnie 
Tiller, n chw ker at the Stadium Fred Meyer store "But 

1 with wo had a hotter ontriut 
Other worker* complained that their pay should have 

gon* up more, ami most wen* angry about a clause ban- 
rung sympathy strikes 

Fred Meyer spokesman Koli Holey said. I'm \ery hap 
py that the strike is now over We have the pro* ess under 
way to get all Fred Meyer employees lun k to work over 

the next few days 
The bargaining units that approved contra* tx Saturday 

were the groc ery clerks and meat cutters in Portland and 
Vancouver, Wash and the Fred Meyer central chei k 
out cashiers m Vancouver 

About 7.IKK) member* of local ">.*>?> were affix ted by the 
li« kout that began Aug 18 t'hrw Teamsters locals walked 
off the |ol> at Fred Meyer on the same day 

Union offu mis had said a big fm tor in the rejection of 
the checker contract was the company's refusal to bring 

top wages < loser to those of grocery clerks 
Although some grocery clerks .ire assigned exclusive 

ly us checkers, the c lassifuation also includes produce. 
dairy ami frozen-food workers and the freight and os eiv- 
ing rew 

Cent ml his knot cashiers do < Jus koul work exi lusivelv 
They ring up items not just from the groc ers department 
but from many other Fred Meyer departments 

Bee nose of their broad his king duties, these choc kers 
and the union had contended their pay should iie alsmt 
no pen ent of the pay of grocery lerks It will lie lower 
under the new contract 

loumeyman pay for clerks, formerly St^ jo an hour, 
will limb to $1.1 tt) in the third year of the three year 
contrai t t entrnl hec kout cashier pay will rise from $10 
to $10 90 for journeymen. Iiut at the 90 (s>n ent level would 
have risen to about $11 HO 

New Braille system 
created by physicist 

CORVALLIS (AIM An Ore 
gon University physics pro 
lessor who lost his sight during 
routine eye surgery is developing 
.1 new Braille system to expose 
the hlind to math and science 

John Gardner's work is being 
supported by a National Science 
Foundation grant worth 
$500,000. The foundation also is 

considering Gardner for a 

S'MHI.OOO grant to help make com- 

puters more accessible for blind 
people. 

"I never wanted to become 
known as a blind scientist 1 
wanted to continue my work like 
I had I hi fore," Gardner said. "But 

you learn vou have a certain 

amount of responsibility to help 
others." 

An established material 
phvsics researcher. Gardner lost 
his eyesight six years ago when 

surgery to correct his glaucoma 
and cataracts went awry lie 

eventually returned to work with 
the help of a talking computer 
and a sighted assistant. 

But he quickly realized that he 
could still do lus science only 
because he had learned it as a 

sighted man. with access to all 
the textbooks, scholarly journals 
and laboratories. 

Almost no advanced mnthu 
matics materials <»r»» available in 
Braille, he learned, and the pop- 
ular six dot Braille traditions 
can’t even express complex oqua 
lions. 

In those Braille traditions, the 
symbols for numbers are often 
clunky or easily confused with 

punctuation symbols such as 

commas and semicolons Plus, 
there is no subscript and super 
script 

So Gardner created UotsPlus in 
1001. a Braille tv|>e math writing 
system that uses a combination 
of regular math symbols and a 

system of eight dots to represent 
numbers. 

With DotsPius. mathematic al 

equations are enlarged about 2 
times About the only real dif 
ference in the notation is the fact 
that instead of Arabic numbers, 
them are Braille numbers 

"It is so simple, it's amazing no 

one thought of it before.” Gard- 
ner said. 

The National Science Founda- 
tion liked the concept, awarding 
him a S 10.000 grant to improve 
the system A year later, they 
were begging him to continue 

Gardner eventually agreed to 
continue. 
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\ 11 funis I hi!! 
I or Info: 

Have what you need 

When you want it, 

■ we'll help M 
| you get it. 

So you vs,mt to hr able to rescan h a topic, ask your proles 
sor about a point made in c lass, rerun that lab simulation, 
design your weeke nd party invitation, prac tice your l rent h 

D*U 
pronuiu tation, organize your week s schedule, and write 
a polished paper m the same night' And do all this 
without leaving the desk in your room and still he able 
to pa> lor tuition-’ ^ ou can' 

1 he Microcomputer Support t enter on campus (.in 

help you make a wise choice of personal computer 
hardware and software to suit your needs and expand 
your possibilities, at a price that won't put you out of 
school. We have a complete line of Apple Mac intosh prod 
nets including I’crformas, Quadras, PowerBooks and Power 

HEWLETT* 
PACKARD 

Mkxoson* 
Macintosh computers. We also carry .1 full 
range of D()S/Wmdows It s from Dell Computer, 
including Pentium based desktop systems and tnnova 
live laptops that scream at up to 1(H) MU/. 

h\ 
Adobe 

Our Hewlett Packard printers and scanners can make your 
presentations and papers look their best. We have Supra and 
Global Village modems so you can easily take advantage of the 
lull network access now available to all UQ students. And our 

ever-expanding list of software includes products 
from Microsoft, Adobe, Aldus, C laris and man> 

others with academic prices so good that even the large 
warehouse stores can't beat them. 

i A R I ^ 

We couldn't begin to list the details of all the products 
we sell, so stop by and see what we have to offer. 

Don’t forget that "Support" is our middle name. We’ll provide 
you with free advice and assistance, both before and after you 
buy. If you get stumped by your system of stymied by your 
spreadsheet, we re here to help. 

CUB* 

Microcomputer Support Center 

202 Computing Center 

Monday-Friday 
9am-5pm 

346-4402 
e-mail: mpp@oregon 

Educational discounts available to 

eligible DO students, faculty and stall 

Minus 
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More Power To You! 


