Fred Meyer employees able to return to work

PORTLAND [AP) All bargaining units representing
striking grocery workers in the Portland area have accept
ed new contracts, ending the
stores

A hl’ilup of Fred Meyer central checkout cashiers vot
ed by a 2-t0-1 margin to accept the contract after an hour
long meeting Sunday. Members of the bargaining unit had
turned down the same offer a day earlier

The cashiers were all members of the Local 555 of the
United Food & Commercial Workers Union. Five other
bargaining units had voted Saturday to accept new con-
tracts

Several of the cashiers said they didn’t like the contract
but felt pressured to approve it, end the strike and get
back to work

“I'm thrilled to be going back to work."” said Bonnie
liller, a checker at the Stadium Fred Mever store. "'But
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I wish wo had a better contract

Other workers complained that their pay should have
gone up more, and most were angry about a clause ban
ning sympathy strikes

Fred Mevyer spokesman Rob Boley said, “1'm very hap
py that the strike is now over. We have the process under
way to get all Fred Meyer employees back to work over
the next few days.”

The bargaining units that approved contracts Saturday
waure the grocery clerks and meat cutters in Portland and
Vancouver, Wash , and the Fred Mever central check
out cashiers in Vancouver

About 7,000 members of Local 555 were affected by the
lockout that beggan Aug, 18, Three Teamsters locals walked
off the job at Fred Mever on the same dav

Union officials had said a big factor in the rejection of
the checker contract was the company’s refusal to bring

top wages closer to those of grocery clerks

.\l!|':u1:_\:h SOMmMe Jrocery « lerks are .I\'an.:lll'li exclusive
ly as checkers, the classification also includes produce,
dairy and frozen-food workers and the freight and receiv
IR Crow

Central checkout cashiers do checkout work exclusively
Fhey ring up items not just from the grocery department
but from many other Fred Meyer departments

Bocause of their broad checking duties, these checkers
and the union had contended their pay should be about
90 percent of the pay of grocery clerks. It will be lower
under the new contract

Journeyman pay for clerks, formerly $12 .20 an hour
will ¢climb to $13.10 in the third vear of the three-vear
contract. Central checkout cashier pay will rise from $10
1o $10.90 for journeymen, but at the 90 percent level would
have risen to about $11.80
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346-4402
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Educational discounts available to
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Have what vyou need

S0 you want to be able to research a topic, ask your protes
matical sor about a point made in class, rerun that lab simulation,

» design your weekend party invitation, practice your French
pronunciation, organize your week's schedule, and write

« & polished paper in the same night? And do all this
m without leaving the desk in vour room and still be able
I'he Microcomputer Support Center on campus can
help you make a wise choice of personal computer
hardware and software to suit your needs and expand
your possibilities, at a price that won't put you out of
school. We have a complete line of Apple Macintosh prod
ucts including Performas, Quadras, PowerBooks and Power
Macintosh computers. We also carry a full
range of DOS/Windows PCs from Dell Computer

a5 )
M including Pentium-based desktop systems and innova

tive laptops that scream at up to 100 MHz.

Our Hewlett-Packard printers and scanners can make your
= presentations and papers look their best. We have Supra and
"‘ Global Village modems so you can easily take advantage of the
full network access now available to all UO students. And our
ever-expanding list of software includes products
from Microsoft, Adobe, Aldus, Claris and many
others — with academic prices so good that even the large
warehouse stores can't beat them.

We couldn't begin to list the details of all the products
we sell, so stop by and see what we have 1o offer.

Don't forget that “Support” is our middle name. We'll provide
you with free advice and assistance, both before and after you
buy. If you get stumped by your system of stymied by your SEN
spreadsheet, we're here to help.

Microcomputer Support Center

When you want it.
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More Power To You!
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