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EDITORIAL

Making inmates work
will cost Oregonians

When Oregon voters passed Ballot Measure 17, they
sent a clear message that prison inmates should work.

Any measure that brings more productivity to the state
is a definite plus. The 6,700 inmates in Oregon's prison
system have a chance to repay taxpayers for prison costs
by providing cheap labor, antrinma!as can better prepare
for life alter prison by Integrating themselves into a work
environment and developing a strong work ethic.

And the better suited inmates are for life in the work
place, the less likely they'll commit more crimes when
they are released,

Oregon voters obviously believe work is the best penal-
ty and treatment for prisoners. Seven out of 10 voters
supported Ballot Measure 17 last Tuesday.

With the passage of this measure, inmates will work
at jobs that include making computer-digitized maps,
stitching blue jeans, making cabinets and answering
phones for state agencies. Plus, they could work on pro
jects that would better the environment

Ballot Measure 17 requires inmates to work at least 40
hours a week — some could work as much as 70 hours
a wink

Sounds too good to be true? Maybe

Although Ballot Measure 17 is a critical step forward
at a time when Oregon’s prisons are overburdoened with
dead-beat inmates, it poses serious financial questions
for our state government. Who's going to pay the esti-
mated $20.1 million needed to operate new prison indus-
tries, education and work crew program? And what about
the $10.9 million needed to set up programs with equip-
ment, inventory and work facilities?

The measure is now part of the state constitution and
the state legislature is required to implement it. Oregon
corrections officials must develop a programs by April
of 1995. That means monaey for work programs must come
from an already lean budget

Oregonians should worry about where the money will
come from — especially if education, social service or
public safety budgets will be affected.

Revenues produced from prison labor will eventual-
ly offset costs. However, the money needed to start up
programs could be a serious burden on the legislature.

Another concern raised by the passage of this measure
is whether the state can produce enough demand for
all inmates who are required to work. Thirty-eight per-
cent of the state's 6,700 inmates already work in prison
kitchens, physical plants and prison grounds. Another
21 percent of inmates are in work training programs.
Eleven percent of prisoners are too ill or are considered
too dangerous to work.

About 23 percent or 1,500 inmates still need to ba
placed in jobs. With so many Oregonians who are not in
prison struggling to find jobs, it's questionable where
these jobs will be created.

Members of the private sector need to step in to devel-
op partnerships with the state to ensure jobs for these
inmates,

Ballot Measure 17 could be a win-win situation for the
economy and for prisoners. However, state officials must
take all precautions to ensure its fair implementation.

e FoMErald

The Oragon Dady Emeradd & p
and Tueada

y through Frday during
ng the summaer by the Oregon Daily Emerald

the achod
and Thursda

g ( inc . al the Unvvaradty of Lregon, Eugene, Uregon
The £merakl operates ndopendenty of the Universly with offces ot Sute X0 of the
Erd Memonal Ureon g s 8 member of the Assocuted Press
The Emarakt @ private property. The unlawtul removal of use of pagers @ prosecutable
Uy law
Editor-in-Chief: Kay Soto
Managing Editor Dawvsd Thom Neows Edilor FRebooca Meroi
Editorial Editor Joe Hareood Sporta Editor Crs Motz
News Art Editor Jot! Pasiay In-Depth Editor Ed Kioplonstes
Freelance Editor Algna Baum Supplements Editor Trinta Noe
Might Editor Trista Mool
Associate Editors. Froderch von Carp State Governmant Actwtes Moy cosone E owawrds
Communty  Tittany Savih, Hagher Faucaton Admasstrahon
News Siaft: Lo Bettinesk:, Wilson Chan, Amy Columbo. Amy L Devenport, Tasha
Exchenseher, Ao Estimada, Primo Fortana, Gayle Forman, Crvistopher Fos, Matt Gartor

My Dvass Sarah Henderson, Nra Mervy Trewor Kearney, Adam oncher. Mas McT e

e Moetsus Anne Moser Kornteid Sherry Faney, Hotitse Reeves, Kate Sabourn. Pau

van Scaie, Mchele Thompeon, Chisto! Walsdort, Kom Weas, Darvel West, Brian Womack
General Manager: Judy Fasa

Advertising Directorn: Mark Walter Production Manager M. hee Hoss

Advertising: Marco Ching ny Fou, Etin Hersher, Nocole Herzmark, Joremy Mas

Mchael Miette Saran Michel Tom Mteistiaed® Kesey Woue

Classified: Becay Meschant Manager Job Set Jock W

Distribution: Johs Long. Ferenc Hasocy, Ragna Jsupne

Business: Kathy Cartone. Supervisor Judy Connolly

Production: Dehsa MoCobb, Pracucton Coordinal Shuawna Abele. Tara Gaultney, Beag
s, Jonnwier Holand, Natt Thangwt, Clayton Yee

Mewsroom 346-5511 Display Advertising 348-3712

Business Office 340-5512 Classified Advertising 346-434)

2 Oregon Daily Emerald  Tuosday, Novermbar 15, 1994

e ERVEY g W WA WSV

B LETTERS

OsloViews -

The midterm elections are no

loss than a catlas phe lor the
American people. For a foreign
ohserver, the choices of the ele
torate appear irrational and
incomprehensible. After two
vears of Bill Clinton, all the
Ei'.\lhl':;' economic indicators are
good. Productivity and compet
iiveness are up and unemploy
ment and the increase in the
deficit are down, and inflation is
down despite pressure

Nonetheless, the voters are
frustrated enough to give hoth
the Senate and the House to the
Republicans. The US. Congress
has been hijacked by Christian
fundamentalists, bigots and
ultraconservatives

Bob Dole, who has stalled leg
islation with the disreputable
filibuster, is now the majority
leader and a candidate for presi
dent in 1996, Jesse Helms will
be in charge of the commitiee
that oversees fnn-ign relations,
while Alfonse D'Amato will be
in charge of banking and
finance

The worst part of it all is that
the Republicans won even
though they did not have a
clearly defined alternative 1o the
Clinton policies. The “Contract
with Amernica” advocated by
Newt Gingrich is no more sub
stantial than Ronald Rl"lg.'l.!h'\
promise of “A New Dawn in
America.” Negative campaign
ing. now predominant in U.S
politics, appears to be extromely
etlective, even though the voters
say they dislike it

Dark clouds are gathering
above America. From I urope
we are watching with apprehen
S10N and Nnervousness

Marius Meland
1994 University Graduate
Oslo, Norway

Prop 187 unfair

Proposition 187 passed in Cal
ifornia last Tuesday, denving
social services to all undocu
mented immigrants and requir
ing all state employees to report
individuals whom they Suspesct
of being undocumented resi
dents to the Immigration and
Naturalization Service

This initiative., in effect,
requires teachers, social work
ers, medical workers and all oth-

er stale i‘”l}‘]'l\i"“- to bed ome
informants for the federal gov
aernment

Ihe word immigrant does not
mean refugees from the dis
solved Soviet Union or immi
grants from Europe whose stu
dent or work visas have h-\lull‘(i
he word immigrant, when
applied to Proposition 187, is
nothing but a thinly veiled
attack on California’s Hispanic
community

In this xenophobic climate
created by misinformation and
racist ideas, one is SUSpPe ted of
being an immigrant based sim-
ply on one's Hispanic heritage
This legislation makes suspects
out of all Hispanic people, legal
status notwithstanding

One of the measure’s sponsor
groups, “Save Our State,” has a
title that points out the most
insidious white supremacist
ramifications of this legislation
Namely, the claim by some Cal
ifornians (most of their ances
tors immigrants from some
where] that they have an
inherent right to California and
its resources over and above all
who came and continue to come
after them

Unfortunately, S.0.5. does not
have a membership large
enough to account for the propo-
sition’s passage. The racial
scapegoating on all sides of the
gubernatorial and Senate races
has created a status Quo w herein
hate and blame are ac eptable
In the most recent statewide
races, even the Democratic can
didates who opposed 187 fell
over each other bragging about
their plans for more razor wire
and armed guards on the Cali-
fornin-Mexico border

The true reason for the lack of
human services in California is
just that — a lack of services. not
an overwhelming influx of
immigrants

We Americans are all too
good at placing blame, and it is
time we slarted targeting those
truly responsible. How much
power do undocumented immi
grants have over job creation
industrial flight and economi
crises in California? How much
power do they have, p !
What is California afraid of

A.P. Lowry
History
Ezra Bookstein

Fine Arts

Warped logic

Paul Van Sickle's suggestion
(ODE, Nov. 9) to take the econ
omy out of the music business is
as feasible an idea as living in
peace and harmony. Lest we for
get, the music business is a bhil
lion-dollar juggernaut around
which lives are made or
destroyed and small industries
and countries are sold or
destroved

People still make music for
their own self-enrichment and
anjoyment with no aspirations of
riding the gravy train, but the
problem does not lie solely with
corporate greed

Pop music has been around for
hundreds of years, believe it or
not, most often keeping the same
formula throughout the genera
tions. Pop music takes the form
of retracting to whatever social
situations are currently present
linner city=gangster rap, white
suburbia=white noise). Pop
music is its own entity born from
discontent Pop music never
changes; it only wears the latest
fashion. It is the most utilitari-
an of all music (save the liturgy).
but just because it achieves func-
tion over form does not mean that
itis exempt from scrutiny

Like all musical genres, it has
built up its own vague systems
of rules, assthetics and practices
Unlike other musical genres, pop
music is safe (for now) from
schools and institutions that, at
this very moment, are trying to
imply the same restrictions to the
“vernacular” world as they did
to theirs. This is obviously unfair,
for what is good for the goose
isn't always good for the gander
People’s tastes, no matter how
atrocious they are, will always
stand firm in their own warped
logic

S0, 11 ligk: of this, I propose
that pon music itself is to blame
for the downfall of pop. such is

he nature of the beast. But some
espon-ibility must lie on the
shoulders of the population
whit tually listens to the
enorn 5 amot of crap being

dish t the avs. Here, an
aesthe rule «. thumb applies
well: | s gone uold or platim
then noisseur heware
your wi's and graze in greel
pastures

obert Hanson

Music




