
EDITORIAL 

Making inmates work 
will cost Oregonians 
When Oregon voters passed Ballot Measure 17. they 

sent a clear message that prison inmates should work 
Any measure that brings more productivity to the state 

is a definite plus. The fi.700 inmates in Oregon's prison 
system have a chance to repay taxpayers for prison costs 
by providing cheap labor. and inmates can bettor prepare 
for life after prison by integrating themselves inlo a work 
environment and developing a strong work ethic. 

Anri the better suited inmates are for life in the work 
place, the l<-ss likely they'll commit more crimes when 
they are released. 

Oregon voters obviously believe work is the best penal- 
ty and treatment for prisoners. Seven out of 10 voters 

supported Ballot Measure 17 last Tuesday 
With the passage of this measure, inmates will work 

at jobs that ini hide making computer-digitized maps, 
stitching blue jeans, making cabinets and answering 
phones for state agencies Plus, they could work on pro- 
jects that would better the environment 

Ballot Measure 17 requires inmates to work at least -to 
hours a week some < ouhl work as much as 70 hours 
a week 

Sounds too g<x>d to be true' Maybe 
Although Ballot Measure 17 is a critical step forward 

at <i time w hen Oregon's prisons are overburdened with 
dead-beat inmates, it poses serious financial questions 
for our stale government. Who’s going to pay the esti- 
mated $20.1 million needed to operate new prison indus- 
tries. education and work crow program? And w hat atxiut 
the $10.9 million needed to set up programs with equip- 
ment. inventory and work facilities? 

The measure is now part of the slate constitution and 
the state legislature is required to implement it Oregon 
corrections officials must develop a programs by April 
of 1995, That means money for work programs must come 
from an already lean budget 

Oregonians should worry about where the money will 
come from — especially if education, social service or 

public; safety budgets will he affec ted. 
Revenues produced from prison labor will eventual- 

ly offset costs However, the money needed to start up 
programs could lie a serious burden on the legislature. 

Another tone ern raised by the passage of this measure? 
is whether the state can produce enough demand for 
all inmates who are required to work Thirty-eight per- 

ent of tin* state's 6.71K) inmates already work in prison 
kitchens, physical plants and prison grounds Another 
21 percent of inmates are in work training programs. 
Eleven pert ent of prisoners are too ill or are considered 
too dangerous to work 

About 2,1 percent or 1.500 inmates still need to bo 
placed in jobs With so many Oregonians who are not in 

prison struggling to find jobs, it s questionable where 
these jobs will he created. 

Members of the private sector need to step in to devel- 
op partnerships with the state to ensure jobs for these 
inmates. 

Ballot Measure 17 could lie a win-win situation for the 
economy and for prisoners. However, state offic ials must 
take all precautions to ensure its fair implementation. 
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■ LETTERS 

OsloViews 
The midterm elec lions are no 

less than a catastrophe for the 
American people For a foreign 
ultservef. the choii ns of the elcs 
torale appear irrational and 
irnomprehensible After two 
vears of Bill Clinton. all the 
loading economic indicators an' 

good Productivity and compet- 
itiveness are up and unemploy- 
ment and the in« rense in the 
doRi.it an- down, and inflation is 

down despite pressure 
Nonetheless, the voters are 

frustrated enough (ogive both 
the Senate and the Mouse to the 
Republicans The t' S Congress 
has been hijat Led hv Christian 
fundamentalists bigots and 
ultninmservnti ves 

Hob Dole, who has stalled leg 
islation with the disreputable 
filibuster, is now the majority 
leader and a candidate for presi- 
dent in 1096 |esse Helms will 
be in barge of the committee 
that oversees foreign relations, 
while Aifonse D'Amato will be 
in charge of hanking and 
finance 

The worst part of it all is that 
the Republicans won even 

though they did not have a 

c I ear lv defined alternative to the 
Clinton policies The "Contract 
with America" advocated by 
Newt Cingru h is no more sub- 
stantial than Ronald Reagan s 

promise of "A New Dawn ill 

America Negative < ampaign- 
ing, now predominant in U S 
politics, appears to Ik* extremely 
effective, even though the voters 
sav they dislike it 

Dark clouds are gathering 
above America From Kurope. 
we are wati hing with apprehen- 
sion and nervousness 

Marius Meiand 
1994 University Graduate 

Oslo, Norway 

Prop 187 unfair 
Proposition 1H7 passed in i ,d 

ifornia last I'u its da y, denying 
social services to .ill undocu- 
mented immigrants and requir- 
ing nil statu employees to report 
individuals whom they suspet t 
of being undocumented resi- 

dents to the Immigration and 
Naturalization Sen ice 

This initiative, in effect, 
requires teachers, social work- 
ers. medical workers and all oth- 

er state* employees to become 
informants for the f«»*l«*ral gov- 
ernment. 

The word immigrant does riot 
mean refugees from the dis- 
solved Soviet Union or immi- 
grants from Kurope whose stu- 
dent or work visas have expired. 
The word immigrant, when 
applied to Proposition 187, is 
nothing but a thinly veiled 
attai k on California's Hispanic 
community. 

In this xenophobic climate 
created tw misinformation and 
rni 1st ideas. One is slispei ted of 
being an imnugrunt based sim- 

ply on one's Hispanic heritage 
This legislation makes suspects 
out of all Hispanic people, legal 
status notwithstanding 

One of the measure's sponsor 
groups, "Save Our State,” has a 

title that points out the most 
insidious white supremacist 
rainifu ations of this legislation, 
Namely, the claim by some Cal- 
ifornians (most of their aiu.es 
tors immigrants from some- 

where) that they have an 

inherent right to California and 
its resources over and above all 
who came and continue to come 

after them 

Unfortunately. SO S does not 
have a membership large 
enough to account for the propo- 
sition's passage The racial 
scapegoating on all sides of the 
gubernatorial and Senate races 

has created a status quo wherein 
hate and blame are at eptable 
In the most recent statewide 
races, even the Democratic an- 
didates who opposed 1H7 fell 
over each other bragging about 
their plans for more razor wire 
and armed guards on the Cali- 
fornia Mexico border. 

The true reason for the lat k of 
human services in California is 
just tfiat — a lack of services, not 
an overwhelming influx of 
immigrants. 

We Amerit ans ire all too 
good at plat mg blame, and it is 
time we started targeting those 
trulv responsible How much 
power do undocumented immi- 
grants have over job creation, 
industrial flight and economic 
crises in California' How much 
power do thev have, period' 
What is California afraid of 

A P. Lowry 
History 

Ezra Bookstein 
Fine Arts 

Warped logic 
I’nul Van Sickle's suggestion 

(OI)K, Nov 9) to take the neon- 

omv "ut "I the mush business is 

as feasible an idea as living in 
peac e and harmony, l.est we for- 
get, the music business is .1 bil- 
lion-dollar juggernaut around 
which lives are made or 

destroyed and small industries 
and countries are sold or 

destroyed 

People still make music for 
their own solf-enrichment and 
enjoyment with no aspirations of 
riding the gravy train, but the 
problem does not lie solely with 
t orporate greed. 

F’»I) music has been around for 
hundreds of years, believe it or 

not. most often keeping the same 

formula throughout the genera- 
tions Pop inusii takes the form 
of retracting to whatever social 
situations are currently present 
(inner city-gangster rap. white 
suburbia- white noise). Pop 
music is its own entity bom from 
discontent. Pop music never 

changes; it only wears the latest 
fashion It is the most utilitari- 
an of all music (save the liturgy), 
but just Imnjiuse it achieves funt ^ 
tion over form does not mean that 
it is exempt from sc rutiny. 

Like all musical genres, it has 
built up its own vague systems 
of rules, aesthetics and practices 
Unlike other musical genres, pop 
musir is safe (for now) from 
schools and institutions that, at 
this very moment, are trying to 

imply the same restrictions to the 
"vernacular’' world as they did 
to theirs This is obviously unfair, 
for what is good for the goose 
isn't nlways good for the gander 
People's tastes, no matter how 
atrocious they are, will alwu\s 
stand firm in their own warped 
logit:. 

So, ci lighi of this. I propose 
that pop music itself is to blame 
for the downfall of pop. such is 

he nature of the beast But some 

espon bility must lie on the 
shoulders of the population, 
whit tualh listens to the 
enorm s amoe of crap Ireing 
dishi t the lays Here, an 

aesthe’ d rule ,., thumb applies 
well: I gone old or piutinu 
then c .noisseur beware 
your v s and >. raze in greet, 
pasture > 

abort Hanson 
Music 


