
First suicide law 
raises questions 

PORTLAND (AP) — Administering the nation's fir-^i do< tor-assist- 
ed suicide law may prove harder than enacting it 

Oregon's Measure Ifi passed 52 percent to percent Thursday, 
and will become a law Dec H With its passage. Oregon moves into 
the forefront of the movement to give the dying the freedom to 
choose when, am) how. their lives end. 

But questions are already being raised about how the law will 
work and whether it is adequate to protect the interests of those who 
disagree with its basic principles 

Will the dying flock to Oregon' Will Kervorklon-style death 
machines and death clinics become prevalent' Will pharmat ists. 
nurses and others who don't want anything to do with ending a 

patient’s life be able to bow out? 
One medical ethic.ist on Thursday stressed the important »• of draft- 

ing rules quickly to manage the new pros ess of dying. 
"Nobody w ants Oregon to become a drop-in «enter for death." said 

Dr Susan Tolie. director of the ( enter for Kthii s In Health ('.ire at 

Oregon Health Sciences University in Portland 
Oregon's first legal dot tor-assisted suicide could occur Christmas 

Eve. or even earlier, depending on how the new law is interpreted 
The law- requires a 15-day waiting period from the time a patient 
requests a lethal proscription until when a dot tor may write the pri- 
sen ption 

However. Tolie said it was unclear whether the 15-day waiting 
period could begin before the law takes effect She said other por- 
tions of the law are also vague, posing potential problems for health 
professionals and hospitals. 

The law gives terminally ill people the right to ask a doctor to pre- 
scribe a lethal dose of drugs. Patients, who want to take their own 

lives, would have to ask three times, orally twice and in writing 
ones. 

Doctors who follow the law's guidelines am immune from prose- 
cution or from sanctions by professional organizations and licensing 
boards. Tolle said the law specifically allows doctors to decline to 
write a lethal prescription, but stops short of describing how, for 
instance, a pharmacist could decline to fill a lethal prescription 

A requirement that a patient get a second opinion also should be 
strengthened, she said, to require consultation with a doctor skilled 
in the care of dying patients. Such a specialist could recognize signs 
of depression that a less skilled doctor might miss, she said. 

"They may not be cutting-edge sophisticated in comfort care They 
may be average, but average is not acceptable here.” she said 

The chief petitioner for Measure 16. Barbara Coombs Lee, said 
Thursday that the new law adequately protects doctors and their 

patients. 
"It's fine. It's fine just the way it is," she said. 
Tolle is a member of a group of ethics specialists from Portland 

health care institutions, who are studying the law with an eye toward 
establishing procedures for administering it. 

Doctors must keep a record of their actions in fulfilling the 
requests of patients who want to die. The state Health Division is 

required to make rules to collect information, but the information 
will not Im in the public record. 

The law says the Health Division must make available to the pub- 
lic a statistical report describing how the law is being used 

Since the new law is part of Oregon's statutes, it could !»• changed 
by the Legislature. A court challenge is also possible 

Population 
grows slowly 
in Oregon 

PORTLAND (API 
Question* about the ijuali 
ty of Oregon's sdiool« may 
have helped slow the 
influx of families into the 
state, a demographer said 
Thursday 

For the year ending Julv 
t, the statewide popula- 
tion grew to ,1.0» million 
from I 04 million 

This in< reuse of 44.000 
people is the smallest 
since 1907," said Howard 
Wmnberg. program man- 

ager at the Center for Pop- 
ulation Research and Ceri- 
sus at Portland State Uni- 
versity 

"About 29.500 was net 

migration, the other (sirt is 

natural increase.’* ho said 
There were about 14.500 
more births than deaths 

Almut Htt percent of the 
migration was made up of 
some 2.4,500 Californians. 
Winetierg said The mini- 

her from ill other slates 
was 6 .INN) 

More of the new resi- 
dent* were older About 
25 percent were of retire- 
ment age, up from 9 per* 
( unt during the first three 
years of the t990s 

"There seems to t*» few- 
er families moving to Ore- 

gon." Wtneberg said 
He believes ballot mea- 

sures affei ting school 
financing may have con- 

tributed to the slowdown 
"There's been concern 

in the state and in other 
states that have heard 
ftboUl < JregiHi will there 
be funding for schools?” 
Winuberg said. 

School budgets have 
been stpiue/.ed by a prop- 
erty tax limit passed by- 
Oregon voters in 1‘1‘Ki 
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School of Journalism 
and 

Communication 

Nicholas D. Kristof 
Correspondent, New York Times 

and winner, Pulitzer Prize tor reportage 
on Tienanmen Protests, will 

discuss his new book 
authored With Sheryl WuDunn 

China Wakes: 
The Struggle for 

the Soul of a Rising Power 

Tuesday, November 15, 1994 
Gerlinger Alumni Lounge 

University of Oregon 
7:00 p.m. 

Pirate mute retjuem for accommodatum related to 

duabtlity to 340-3739 by Monday, Notvmber I-l 

RIGHT ON TARGET 
r 

...Emerald 
CALL OUR ADVERTISING 
DEPARTMENT: *44-3712 


