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Streetwise

What do you
think about the
recent survey
which rates
Oregon as the
most politically

active campus
in the country?
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University lives up to top activist rating

Hebecca Merritt
L ’Ir."l-‘

Like many student activists, Katy Anthes
came to the University of Oregon because of the
diverse campus environment

“1 knew that it would sort of breed activism,™
said Anthes, who is chairwoman of the Univer.
sity chapter of the Oregon Student Public Inter-
est Research Group

"1 think Eugene is sort of a melting pot for
different types of people which brings up a lot
of new ideas.”

Anthes and other Universitly activists aren’t
surprised by a recent survey in Maother Jones
magazine which ranked the 1 versity of Ore

top activist campus in the i

I'm certainly not going 1o argue with 1t

Matt Rabin, campus organizer for QOSPIRG
Noither would President Bill Clinton, whe

took s 19492

becauvse the University registersd more volers

presidential campaign to Euger

than any campus in the nation. About 10,000
people crowded into McArthur Court while
another 10,000 were turned away at the door,
Political awareness has always been part of
the University education. Since the late 1800s
University students have picketed, screamed
and rallied any time the government, political
RIOUpS or the |
disagree with
Keith Richard, University archivist, said the
varliest student p!u'lw! recorded was in 1883,
when students demonstrated against “ten com

Iniversity does \:unwlhmy_ they

mandments,” which included rules about dat-
img and other studlent behavior complied by
University faculty

Antiwar demonstrations

jolted the campus

winning in 1936 and
ending with the 1991 Gulf War, During the Uni
versity's most radical period, the early 1970

protesters bombed campus buildings, threw
bags of animal blood on ROTC recruiters
refused 1o attend classes and blocked off 13th
Avenue w

protests were broken up by police with tear gas

ith concrete and stone walls. Some

loday, students fight for the environment,
gay-rights and other political issues. And
ilthough student protests in the 90s are more
Jrein wful, the level of commitment of « ampus

ichivists re
I'he OSPIRCG

unteers, About 8,000 students said they wers

r s abouw! 3040 active vol
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Thousands of University students protested the Gull War in 1991. Several demonstrators were arrest-

ed by Eugene police officers.

FLE POTD
University students and other activists carry
signs in protest of the 1991 Gulf War.

1o dedicate to polit

il ] (18] i [JRRAM B

! ts o 0 lenged, which
thi tori tha!l n I swWis he s
Kalpa b imurthy, another Un

activist, said activists today realize they need to
get involved with creating change rather than
just picketing and yelling

“I think we do that a little more effectively
now than in the 60s,” she said. “Now the sense
of urgency has set in and we need to get out
there and fix the problem.”

Students say the new breed of campus
activists are mainly concerned with the envi-
ronment. Manv out-of-state students don’'t want
Oregon to fall victim to some of the problems
that have plagued other areas

“I think they're seeing Oregon and they're see-
ing the natural beauty here and they want to
protect it,” Krishnamurthy said

Rabin said most students are concerned about
protecting the qualityv-of-life here

But no matter what the issue, most activists
say once they've started fighting for a cause, it's
hard to turm their backs. Some even say activism
can be .||1nf|| tive

Diverse University groups team up to increase student vote

Abe Estimada

0l LT JIR{ ' I € part
st W uld have nagined the I'\
el I ing Lollege iblicans togoetl
with College [k il 1 QOSPIRG to gt
are students 1o vole
Obviously, there are no other groups on can
1s who | would disagree with more than those
two groups,” said Ma Ni member
shi }III”I!I' Tl"'r inuu,- Republicans. “But get

nng pmr;m involved and seeing students take an
active role in governmen! is not a partisan 1ssue o

Together with the ASUQ, College Republi
cans, College Democrats, OSPIRG and Universi-
ty Housing registered 7,000 new voters — the
highest in the nation for a non-presidential elec-
Lion yvear.

This broad coalition organized the voter reg-
istration rally last October. The drive also
brought gubernatorial candidate John Kitzhaber
o Campus.

And now these strange partners are working
together once again to get the University elec-
torate to the polls through phone banks and vot-
er education tables. If these efforts are not
enough to increase student partic ipation, Uni-
versily Housing is thinking of providing trans

lion t ng stations in Eugene

ient 1o how hard the coalition
said Matt Rabin, OSPIRG « ampus

rganizer. “The '92 elections were more glitzy

i1s working,
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winich provide inlormation on ballol meastures
g maps ;m.!.l:.-. stations in Eugene

Green Voter Project Coordinator Jennifer
Lobertson of OSPIRG is e uraging student
groups “who have a stake” in this vear's eled
lions to .'w;|,| operale voler education tables on

Nov. 7. OSPIRG has 125 volunteers u;n-r ating
voter education tables outside of the Fish Bowl
at various times since the beginning of the term
Robertson said

During the voter registration drive, Robertson
said OSPIRG was responsible for registering
between 400 and 500 students who stopped at
their tables

OSPIRG State Board Chairwomar Kalpana
Krishnamurthy said her group handed out over
1,000 voter registration forms and spoke before
approximately 8,000 students in lecture halls
and classroom across the campus in two and
half weeks

On the eve of the Nov. 8 election, the coali-
tion will be operating a 2,000-number phone
bank set up by the ASUO and OSPIRG to
remind students to vote

Rich Bernstein, chairman of the College
Democrats, plans to send about five volunteers
to help operate the phone bank

The College Democrats have worked with oth
er organizations on campus to help inform vot
i
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ers about candidates and ballot measures

Bernstein's group has worked with the cam
18 radio station, KWVA_ to talk about differen

tiatives such n Measure 1" Measurs 15
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During the voter registration drive., Bern
stein's group provided some of the manpower
the coalition used to hand out voter fl'k'_i‘-".’-itu!l.

cards at the U of O Bookstore and the EML

I'he College Democrats were also "---}1;;1'\1}1'"
for bringing the media and Democratic candi
dates to the voter registration rally. Bernstein
estimates his Rroup was re \pr-nwlhie- for regis-
tering 150 to 200 students

Numainville said the College Republicans
have been providing information on gubernato
rial candidate Denny Smith and other local
Republican candidates through tables in the
EMU lobby, Ten to fifteen people have been
running the informational tables every Wednes-
day since the beginning of school

Numainville did not know how many stu-
dents the College Republicans re gistered. “The
one thing that struck me was the number of peo-
ple registered. You almost had to look for peo
ple to register,” he said

Sally Smith, assistant

lirector jor 'l“\'lil':'.' 9,

said in the past, University Housing has provid
ed vans to transport students to polling stations
University Housing is thinking

UL using tne

said
Smith also said University Housing distrib

uted more than 2,000 voter *n--..;.a'r.l,tm'-. forms

vans for the November elections again

nts checked into their rooms
on Sept.19. ASUO State Affairs Coordinator
nyan L merty said | ersity i 1 ey
tared al I 1 ROO st ani




