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Although the Libertarian Party has not
enjoyed much success in Oregon politics, the
rnrly consistently puts its candidates on the bal-
ot

The latest addition to the list of Libertarian
darkhorses is Dan Vander Ploeg, a technical edi-
tor for Atlas Telecom in Portland with no prior
government experience,

Vander Ploeg admits that he doesn’t have
much hope of defeating his well-financed
major-party opponents. But that doesn’t mean
he isn't optimistic.

“No, I'm not gonna win,” said Vander Ploeg,
“but I think we're going to have a very
respectable showing, the best Libertarians have
ever received in this state.”

Vander Ploeg’s appeal stems from his adher-
ence to a platform of Libertarian values, includ-
ing the legalization of drug use and other “con-
sensual” crimes, the privatization of all but a
few government services and drastic tax cuts,

His campaign addresses the same problems as
those of the other three candidates on the ballot:
education funding, crime, health care, tax relief
But it is in the solutions that Vander Ploeg's
platform really differs.

By dramatically reducing taxes — Vander
Ploeg proposes a 50 percent cut in the state
income tax, for instance — people would have
more money to spend on the programs they
think are valuable. The main areas that would

Timber, medical industries put up big bucks for campaigns

Ben Moebius

Cragon Dady Emerald

In this year's gubernatorial race, timber and
medical industries are speaking up by digging
deep to finance Republican candidate Denny
Smith and Democratic candidate John Kitzhaber

The timber industry is speaking the loudest
Timber executives, political action committees
(PACs) and companies contributed $333,827 to
Smith's campaign, according to campaign finance
records filed at the State Elections Division. This
excoeds the $286,000 raised by Republican can-
didate Dave Frohnmayer in the 1990 race for gov-
ernor against Democratic candidate Barbara
Roberts,

One out of every $3 donated to Smith's cam-
paign comes from some part of the timber indus-
try, an index by the Coalition for Campaign
Finance Reform reported

Smith raised a total of $1,454.892 as of Oct. 10,
but the number should continue to rise before
election day.

The largest contributor to Smith’s campaign
was Aaron Jones, a Eugene timber executive. He
donated a total of $87,292, with contributions
from his Seneca Timber Co. and Seneca Sawmill
Company. Jones did not respond to requests for
an interview.

Doctors, pharmaceutical companies and hos-
pitals put their voice behind Kitzhaber with
industry totals at $196,385.

Kitzhaber, a former emergency room doctor, is
the author of the Oregon Health Care plan, which
is expected to produce growth in the medical

Unrelated Robertses butt heads in race for commissioner

Robbie Reeves
Oregon Dady Emerald

Two Robertses are running for the one posi-
tion of Commissioner of the Bureau of Labor
and Industries.

Incumbent Democrat Mary Wendy Roberts is
running against Lane County Commissioner
Jack Roberts, a Republican. The two are of no
relation

The Commissioner of the Bureau is responsi-
ble for enforcing state laws n'[‘ltlng 1o l'lll;llu_\-
ment and overseeing the state apprentic vailtp
and training programs. The Commissioner
serves for a four-yvear term

Marv Wendy Roberts has served as Commis-
sioner since 1978. She served as both a state
senato i

ntative and state Or priors

wrlection as Commuissioner

vy Wendy Roberts claims the Oregon |

eave Act 01 1991 as a major ace

inistration. The law guar

remain under govern-
ment control would be
public safety and educa-
tion, both mandated by
the Oregon Constitu-
tion,

Private charities
could replace welfare
and other entitlement
programs, Vander Ploeg
said, if people had more
money left over after
taxes to support those
charities.

“There is every reason to believe charity
would thrive in a free society,” Vander Ploeg
said. But, he said, “Charity with tax money is
both immoral and inefficient.”

Vander Ploeg’s campaign also focuses on edu-
cation funding. The solution to funding the
state’s public education system isn't more mon-
ey, Vander Ploeg said — it's fewer students

He said the government should begin a pro-
gram of school choice, issuing $4,000 vouchers
that could be applied to tuition at private
schools. Because the state currently spends
$6.800 per student, the vouchers would result
in a substantial savings for the government

Those children who remained in public
school would be able to attend the school of
their parents’ choosing, forcing schools to com-
pete for students and improve in the process

Higher education ought to be privatized, Van

PAC MONEY
Tolal raised by each candidate

Smith. $1,454 892
Kitzhaber: 1,620,985

Top five contributors 1o each campaign:
SMITH

Seneca Sawmiill and Timber — $61,720
Louisiana Pacific — $35,000

Tim Blixseth — $35,000

Aaron Jones — $25 572

R.R. Pamplin Corporation — $25,000

KITZHABER

Oregon Public Employment Union — $41,442
Oregon Education Association — $30,870
Democratic Govemars Association — $25,000
Phil Knight — $25,000

Teamsters Union — $20,000

industry. Kitzhaber raised a total of $1.620,985
for his campaign

Campaign finance records show that Kitzhaber
received more money from PACs and out-of-state
contributors than Smith. Kitzhaber also received
more individual contributions

Kitzhaber's single largest contributor was the
20.000-member Oregon Public Employees Union
(OPEU). The organization donated $41.442 to his
campaign.

Bentley Gilbert, a public relations representa-
tive for OPEU, said the union interviewed both

She also concentrates on the issues of
women's rights in the workplace and efforts to
eliminate discrimination based on sexual orien-
tation.

Jack Roberts claims that the race centers on
the issue of job creation in Oregon.

The Commissioner for the Bureau needs to be
“a spokesman for jobs and economic opportuni-
ty"™ in Oregon, said Jack Roberts,

Jack Roberts said that he wanted to work to
change what he described as the “regulatory
ethic” at the Bureau. He said that instead ol
solely punishing businesses for legal violations
he wanted to work to “encourage and ensure
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der Ploeg said

“I think you'd get a better deal for less mon-
ey if it was privately funded,” he said

Because individuals would pay much lower
taxes under the Libertarian plan, they would be
able to save for their children to go to college,
thervby eliminating the need for the state to sub
sidize tuition as it does now

The crime issue, which has also been played
out heavily this election season, is another
major component of Vander Ploeg’s campaign

In keeping with the Libertarian ideal of free-
dom from government interference — “What
you do in the privacy of your home is your own
business,” Vander Ploeg says — the candidate
supports an end to the War on Drugs

“The murder rate doubled during [alcohol]
Prohibition.” Vander Ploeg said, adding that
violent crime rates since the beginning of the
War on Drugs have risen similarly

Government attempts to prevent drug use
have inflated the price of those drugs, forcing
users to steal and commit other crimes to sup
port their addictions.

Legalizing drugs. then, would “cut crime in
half, leave room in our jails for violent crimi
nals, land| free the police to return to protecting
vou and your property.” Vander Ploeg said

The problem of health care costs could be
remedied through deregulation, Vander Ploey
said, eliminating licensing and what he called
the “monopoly” enjoyed by the American Maod-
ical Association

Kitzhaber and Smith and decided that Kitzhaber's
answars more closely followed the organization’s
own goals. Questions covered issues of wages,
hours, public employes pensions and health care
Gilbert said Kitzhaber's responses prompted the
OPEU to make the donations. He said the union
respected Smith’s candor

Although timber and medical industries have
made large contributions to Smith’s and
Kitzhaber's campaigns, overall contributions are
down considerably from past years. About $3
million has been raised by Kitzhaber and Smith
since their campaigns began last year

In 1990, Barbara Roberts and Dave Frohnmayer
raised a total of $5 million. And in 1986, demo-
crat Neil Goldschmidt and Republican Norma
Paulus raised $4.9 million, according to cam-
paign finance reports

David Buchanan, executive director of Ore
gon's Common Cause, said individuals and orga-
nizations could be contributing less because
Kitzhaber has had a comfortable lead in the polls
throughout the campaign

“Poople donate more when they perceive that
it is going to be a close race,” Buchanan said. “In
‘88 Roberts pulled very close to Frohnmayer near
the end and ne one really knew who would win.
This drove contributions up.”

Buchanan said it would be hard to tell if the
larger proportion of special interest money com-
pared to total contributions would influence the
candidates. He said most organizations donate
money not to gain direct control over policy, but
because they support the candidates own views.

HOBERTS

load, adding that 1 |
inage the curr i

i ove \1' Wi v i"rlf[T claims said
it n iadmin 13 cleaned Ip 8 seven |
| wceklog of « I r 1508, |
Jack Robert vid that while he didn’t like to |

racterize Mary Wendy Roberts, he believed

by il it t k

L
.

h ]

A2 9%
:

o =

Conservative
funds unique
PACs

SALEM(AP)
Regardless of
whathar you think
thay're clever, you
can’t help but
notice the lengthy
names of some of
the commitleas
paying for radio
campaign ads this
alection season

Nearly ail are the
work of Loren
Parks, a reclusive
Aloha busginess-
man who has fun
neled hundreds ol
thousands of dol
lars to his lavorite
causes through the
Consarvative PAC

For example, the

Either Vote on 'Em
or Watch 'Em Go
Up Committea”
supports Measure
5. which would
raquire voter
approval for tax
and lee increases
The Conservative
PAC spant
$70,000 on ads for
the proposal

The “Let's Shine
a Little Light and
See it They Scam
par Committea”
got $110,000 from
Parks to pay for
ads attacking John
Kitzhaber, the
Democratic candi
date lor governor
One of those ads
calls Kizhaber

Barbara Roberts
with a moustache

Parks' PAC gave
$78.655 1o the

Maybe il the Politi
crans Didnt Give
Themselves Pay
Raises Commit
lea,"” which sup
pors three crnme-
reélated measures

Parks, who owns
a medical supply
company, does not
give inlerviews

It's not Parks but
Grasham activist
Greg Clapper,
treasurer of several
of Parks' commit-
teas, who is
behind the group,
“Why Don't You
Busybodies Butt
Out and Allow Us
1o Make Our Own
Decisions?" That
commitlee sup-
ports Measure 16,
to allow physicians
to prescribe lethal
doses of drugs to
terminally il
patients who
reques! them It
spent $150.000
from Oregon Right
to Die, the commit
lee supporing the
measure
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