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Seminars discuss science and sexuality 
Tasha Eichen saber 

Q&*y t ■*«#&£* 

How are wo to understand such diversity 
in sexual orientation? I* it derived from vari- 

ations in our genes or our physiology, from 
the intniiii ies of our personal history or from 
some confluence of these? 

These are questions that appeared in an 
iirtii It*, published in the May I'to-t issue of 
Scientific Amenta, addressing biologk a I dif 
ferem.es between gay and straight men The 
article was written by Simon ieVav and Dmn 
Hamer 

i-eVnv, o-founder of the Institute of Gav 
arid l esbian Kducation in West Hollywood. 
(jilif and a former professor of Neurohiolo 
gv at Harvard Medical S< hoot, gave two sem- 
mars at the Universits Tuesdas 

In his first speech, "The Biology of Sexu- 
al Orientation." LeVay disi ussed his moi 
research on the brains of homosexual men 

and lam thes ant different from those of het- 
erosexual men The presentation was spun 
sored by the biologv department. 

l.i'Vay and Hamer s article continues 
"Probably no one factor alone can elu< idate 
so ornplex and variable .1 trail as sexual ori- 

entation. But retent ial«»rntor\ studies. 

including our own. indicato that genes and 
brain development play a significant role 

l4*Vav's research shows that a cell group. 

IEVAV 

.isvx iatixl with sexual 
twhavtor. in a region of 
(he brain, ts different in 
straight and gay mm 

"On the basis of inv 

experiments, ! don't 
know if tht* brain stnn 
lure is a muvi or offt* ! 
of homosexuality or a 

correlation with no sig- 
nifii am.e. lasVav said 

IjbVViy also div ussixi 
the genetics of homovx 

lull it y 
Homosexuality. like heterosexuality runs 

in families and that's been known for some 

time," he said 
An oniing to LeVay, research show s that if 

you are a male w ith a gay brother, there is 
about a 25 percent chance that you are gnv 
and if you are a female with a lesbian sister, 
there is about a 15 percent chance that you 
are a lesbian. 

In his second seminar. "Queer Scient e: 

The I'se and Abuse of Research Into Homo- 
sexuality," 1 eVav talked about the soi ini 

implication* of reseatt h in ihi* area. 
This speet h was sponsored by the Lesbian. 

Gay, Bisexual Alliance, and co sponsor* 
LeVay said he thinks such research and 

findings can be helpful and dangerous to the 
gav, lesbian and bisexual community 

"1 don't think one (an build a gay agenda 
on the promises that homosexuality is innate 
But it can helpful in changing peoples atti- 
tudes. particularly people whose beliefs are 

(vised on the traditional Christian view of 
homosexuality.” t.eVav said 

”1 think homosexuals should be act epted 
and welcomed in society regardless of 
whether it is something we're horn with or 

choose to be.' he said. 
On the negative side, such research could 

“take us hack to a stage where homosexual- 
ity is something wrong medically,'' I.eVay 
said. 

Findings in this area also have legal impli- 
cations They influence the decision of 
whether or not homosexuals are a suspei t 
( lass, a group of people with a history of per- 
se< ution, like many ethnic identities 

“This question has come up before the 
courts and at this point the consensus is gay 
and lesbians are not a suspect class.” I.eVay 
said. 

Campus groups organize anti-Measure 15 campaign 
Friederlch von Carp 
fVrs^tvi iM > (tTXK/tkl 

The University's College 
Democrats and College Kepuh 
Ik ans will join (ori es and give 
aw.iv long-distance phone (Jills 
today in an effort to defeat Ballot 
Measure 15 

In hopes that students will < all 
their parents in Oregon and urge 
them to vote against the "kids 
first Isdlot initiative, the two stu- 

dent groups will provide cellular 
phones and one minute free long 
distant e >n front of the I,Ml i Fish 
Ikjw I from 11 a m to 1 p m 

This is to edut ate students on 

the ballot measure and for stu- 
dents to odui ate their parents," 
explained ASUO Vii e President 
Mark Khinard. who helped orga 
III Ad the event 

We re not going to fon e them 
to say 'noon 15,'but, as Univer- 
sity students, they rv going to find 
the effects of 15 We d like to 

hi»{>«• that lhi'\ !fll their parents 
to vote against it,” he said. 

The College Democrats ami 
College Republicans said that 
their opposition to Measure 1 r> 

goes beyond party affiliation. 
Mark Numainville, member- 

ship officer for the College 
Republicans. said. "It takes mon- 

ey from crime prevention You 
could look at it from a Demot 
rntii viewpoint, it takes money 

away from sot ml programs And. 
as University students, we t an 

hardh support it because it rais 
es our tuition 

"Before we're Kepubln ans or 

Democrats." Kn.hard Bernstein, 
the (College Democrat's chairman, 
said, “we're students 

Ballot Measure 15.l ulled "kids 
first" by its proponents, would 
mandate that the state fund Ore- 
gon's k l-t m IkkiIs at their cur 

rent level as adjusted for inflation 
and enrollment 

The measure would effei live- 

HALE IH YI i: 
MEW OF PAUAIMSI 

TONIGHT 
SHOW STARTS AT 8:00 l».M. 

Portland & Southern ( alifornia 
combine for one fantastic show’ 

As seen on Sails Jews Raphael arul 
AS1 S.tfih^rsl Ms** teaiumi in I’iasprl 

( all: J4.M7J4 

At 5? ASKil’S Lounge-'! 2222 i tmtiutialBM fNtmmAMgm) 

$900 OFF 
admission with coupon at the distr. 

1-1 

1> insulate schools front the 
effec ts of the 1‘t'H) Ballot Measure 
"i. whit h set caps on lot ill prop- 
erty tuses, thus limiting a major 
source of income for school dis- 
tricts. 

Both the Oregon and Eugene 
education associations, which are 

teac hers' unions, support the 
measure 

We re dangerously close to 
not being able to educate Ore- 
gon's youth." said KKA President 
Hahn Neimnnd, a third-grade 
teacher. 

Year before last, we marched 
up to Salem and lobbied hard 
for money for education But 
the legislature didn't seem to 
listen to us Now it’s somebody 
else\ turn to lobby the legisla- 
ture. and say that their pro- 
grams need to be funded," 
Neimand said. 

The ('.ommittee for Effective 
Uovernment. the major no-on-15 
organization, is housed in the 

x"1" 1 

offices of the Oregon Public 
Kmpioyees Union, which does 
not include teachers. 

University President Dave 
Frohnmayer has spoken out in 
radio ads, speeches, delates and 
presentations to newspaper edi- 
torial boards. 

"This is a four-alarm fire. 
This is very serious," 
Frohnmayer said. "I think 
(Measure 15! is a disaster for all 
the rest of the areas of the state. 
1 felt a moral obligation to speak 
out against it." 

Hahn argued that budget cuts 
in higher education and prisons 
will not necessarily result from 
the measure, as Rhinard and 
Frohnmayer claim 

"We don't know what the leg- 
islature will do," she said. 

"There's not much left to take 
it out of. because corrections and 
higher education is such a large 
part of the state budget," Frohn- 
mavor said, 
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