
EDITORIAL 

End state gridlock; 
ban the legislature 

Tho 18 ballot measures facing Oregon voters on Nov. 
ft indicate widespread disillusionment with the state's 
leaders. The phenomena is a direct result of a weak 
governor and a legislature that refuses to do its job. 

The censure of defrocked State Senator Peg John for 
her felony convictions stemming from a shady cam- 

paign fund raising letter drew more attention and 
interest than did closing budget gaps created by the 
property tax limitation measure passed in 1990. 

Insinuations that political action committees control 
the votes of individual lawmakers were, and are. ram- 

pant among the electorate. No wonder. In 1992. PACs 
accounted for nearly 70 pert ont of all contributions to 
legislators. It would s«*om. at least on the surface, that 
special interests dominate the state policy making 
body. 

Hut the special interest conspiracy theory tan only 
take partial blame for the ineffectiveness of the last 
two legislative sessions. Lawmakers appear to be 
ignoring proven voter priorities sut h as tax reform and 
secure funding for education at all levels. It seems that 
legislators are more concerned with individual agen- 
das aimed at increasing personal prestige than fixing a 

government machine sorely in need of repair. 
i’he result? Eighteen ballot measures seeking to run 

state government in place of a dysfunctional legisla- 
ture seemingly co-dependent on PAC monev A few of 
those ballot measures (5, JO and 20). if passed, would 
go so far .is to amend the state constitution. When tin* 
voters of this state trv three different ways to amend 
tho constitution in order to conduct day to day public 
policy, they are sending a stinging message to the leg- 
islature. 

1'he message is succinct and to the point: If the legis- 
lature refuses to do the job its paid to do. the voters 
will take control and conduct the duties of the legisla- 
ture. If the ballot measures facing voters next week are 

any indication of how private citizens plan to run gov 
eminent in place of an unproductive policy-making 
body, then Oregon is in serious trouble. Those mea- 

sures reflect anxiety, fear and the power of special 
interests nil of which could have been assuaged 
with strong leadership through the legislative and 
exot utive branches of government. 

Then again, when our esteemed statesmen actually 
agree to disagree and put a tax or crime package before 
voters, those voters whining about lack of leadership 
vote down attempts at progressive legislation 

Maybe the Oregon legislature should be abolished. 
Such a proposal is no more ridiculous than any of tho 
measures facing voters Nov. 8. Oregon could model 
itself after a small New England township where the 
municipal council is weak compared to the voice of 
the people. 

If the 1995 Legislature performs in the same lacklus- 
ter manner as its predecessors, voters should start col- 
lecting signatures to do away with an entity doing noth- 
ing but wasting resources. 
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■ LETTERS 

Tainted justice 
A group of concerned 

lUniversity of Oregon women 
collaborated on this letter to 
nose awareness of .1 national 
nows story that isn't inspiring 
the front page media attention 
and publit outrage it deserves 

Two weeks ago in Baltimore, 
a scary and outmoded legal 
precedent was strengthened: 
the use of the "heat of passion" 
defense to protei t .1 husband 
who murders art adulterous 
wife judge Robert K. Cahill 
passed an 1 H-month prison sen- 

tonre on Kenneth Peanut k. a 

tni< k driver who shot his wife 
dead after finding her in bed 
with another man. Cahill 
explained away the light sen- 

tence with this brutal, back 
ward and arrogant line of rea- 

soning "1 seriously wonder 
how many men married five, 
four years would have the 
strength to walk away without 
inflicting some corporal pun- 
ishment" (The Register-Guard 
10/19/04). 

The case grew more outra- 

geous as Peacock's defense 
lawyer. David B Irwin, 
attempted to defend the sen- 

tence w ith a string of irrelevant 
factoids "He's got two brothers 
who ore former police officers, 
and he shouldn't be in the pen- 
itentiary with people his broth- 
ers put away 1 know from the 
family that this is not the first 
time he'd found her with a 

man I don't know if she had a 

job They both had alcohol 
problems" (The Sr 1* York 
Time s, 10/21/94) 

Irwin also said that he has 
represented several battered 
women who killed their bus 
hands, and that none of those 
women had served more than 
18 months in prison—as if self 
defense against life-threatening 
battery deserves the same pun- 
ishment as the murderous 
tantrum of a jealous husband. 

The day after Peacot k was 

sentenced, another Baltimore 
judge passed a three-year sen- 

tence on a woman who pleaded 
guilty to voluntary manslaugh- 
ter for killing her husband after 
enduring 11 years of abuse. 
This woman received a sen- 

tence three times longer than 
the prosecution had recom- 

mended. while the prosecution 
in Peacock's case argued for 
twice the sentence lie received. 

The ironv of these two 

appalling sentences occurring 
within two days in the same 

city makes it tempting to con- 

c.lude that some poison in the 
Baltimore water supply obliter- 
ates morals and judgment. 
Instead, we have to acknowl- 
edge the fact that U S. citizens 
in 1994 still permit a justice 
system that routinely protei is 
violent men and condemns 
women who suffer at their 
hands 

Mamie Thompson. 
Office Coordinator 

Women s Center 
and 22 co-signers 

OrweUiantopia 
This is in response to "Task 

forte creates vision of < ard that 
does it all" (O/JF ()< I _’4I 

The four-phase plan they 
dreamed up s«*«nis more like a 

nightmare out of George 
Orwell's 1‘JH i than a benefit to 
the University Nine of tin* 
ideas are about using it as a 
t ash card Hey. tf 1 want a cash 
card. I'll get a Visa; the school 
doesn't need to provide me 

with one. Besides, would all 
the charges go on my Oregon 
at count, and what type of ser- 

vice fee would be involved? 
Also, when 1 make a purchase, 
will my purchases lx> recorded 
then sold to direct marketing 
groups? 

Secondly, they want to use it 
for classroom attendance The 
University will know where I 
utn all of the time, and the cost 
of installing a tjrrd reader into 
eat h t lassroom then network- 
ing them together would far 
outweigh the benefits of 
"encouraging" students to 
show up for mandatory atten- 
dance lasses Currently, sign- 
in sheets cost about five cents 

We are already paying for the 
travel expenses of Koltert flutter 
in November to see if we will 
hire him to install all of this 
Finally, even though the cards 
will have our photos on them, 
which would make them hard 
for someone to steal and use at 
area merchants, they still could 
be used to access student 
records at Student Access 
kiosks This idea will cost too 
much, benefit students little 
and remove the privacy of all 

Troy McFarland 
Visual Design 

Fishy leftovers * 

This time of year, it's com* 

mouplaoo for dorm residents to 

complain about the lark of 
selection and complete medio( 
rity of the food served in the 
dining centers (Carson and 
I lamilton). 

Ma\lie it's just me, but so far 
I've found the same rotation of 
meals to be more frequent than 
in the past. Face it. how often 
ran you take the same varia- 
tions of chicken and fish (espe- 
cially dressed up as leftovers)? 

Well, don't laugh too hard. 
You and I are paying big money 
to eat this stuff, so wo should 
tie entitled to a decent selection 
and quality food There is a 

suggestion box in the dining 
halls, but it doesn't do much 
good since nobody bothers to 
say anything. Then again, the 
dining centers probably 
wouldn't listen, either 

Bill Griffiths 
English 

Die safely 
While I can understand that 

some people may be opposed 
to allowing Oregonians the 
right to choose to end their 
lives when they are terminal. 
IkiUi the editorial and the opin- 
ion pieces in the Oct. 21 ODE 
used fear-based arguments that 
misstated Measure 16. 

Brian Womack claimed that 
his granny. who had 
Alzheimer's disease, "could be 
a prime candidate" for this 
measure. That is not the case 

The measure applies only to 
adults who are capable, are 

dying, and have made an 

informed decision. He also 
refers numerous times to oth- 
ers, such as doctors, making the 
decision. This bill is about 
individual choice. No one else 
could make the decision. 

The editorial claims that the 
measure makes no provision 
for oversight, this is blatantly 
untrue Section 3 11 of the 
measure defines reporting 
requirements, including review 
of medical records and collec- 
tion of other information, with 
an annual report to the public. 

Measure lli is well-drafted, 
contains numerous safeguards 
and requires consideration of 
all options, including hospice, 
comfort care and pain control. 

Cheryl K. Smith 
Eugene 


