
Agency says violent 
crime rate declining 

SALEM (AI>) 
Some political 
ads are painting n 

picture of violent 
crime soaring in 

Oregon 
But according to the agency 

that tracks such statistics, the 
rate has been going down, not 

up. 

"Usually violent crimes pick 
up a lot of press, but actually the 
rate of violent crime has gone 
down for three years in n row." 
said Ray Spooner, crime report 
coordinator for the Law Enforce- 
ment Data System. The agency 
compiles reports from state and 
local police agencies and also 
sends information to the FBI 

Crimes against people did rise 
during the first half of this year, 
but only by half of one percent 
Property crimes, on the other 
hand, increased by ‘1.7 percent 
in the first six months. 

Violent crime is the subject of 
several ballot measures and has 
become an issue in the gover- 
nor's race, where both candi- 
dates promise to do something 
about it. 

Denny Smith, the Republican 
contender, is pushing to expand 
prisons to lock up more violent 
offenders. Democratic: candidate 
John Kitzhaber puts more 

emphasis on dealing with a spi 
raling juvenile crime problem. 

Spooner said the crime rate 

High-speed train 
will include stop 
in Eugene area 

SAI.KM (AP) — The first exten- 
sion of a rail line that supporters 
hope to transform into a high- 
speed link between Kugene and 
Canada gives Willamette Valley 
commuters n new option to get to 
Portland. 

Daily round-trips between 
Seattle and Portland have been 
expanded to include Oregon's 
second- and third-largest ities. 
Kugene and Salem, whose com- 

muters have been increasingly 
clogging Interstate 5. 

According to state estimates, 
the Willamette Valley population 
will grow by 700,000 over 20 
years, which could uu reuse traf- 
fic on some sections of Interstate 
5 bv a third 

The first step in the state's 
attack against traffic overload 
starts this week, when Amtrak 
begins its state-subsidized rail 
service fxitween Kugene and Port- 
land. 

The extension is aimed at 

building ridership to eventually 
create a high-speed rail corridor 
from Kugene to Vancouver, 
British Columbia. 

The 1903 Legislature approved 
$10.5 million from video lottery 
dollars to start the project. Anoth- 
er $2 million in federal money 
will help fund various programs, 
including supplemental bus lines 
to Fill in service gaps 

Already the state has plans to 
test a modern Danish-designed 
1C3 train on the Portland-to- 
Kugene run in six months, said 
Robert Krebs, the Transportation 
Department's high-speed rail pro- 
tect manager. 

The first trains will take 2 
hours, 33 minutes between Port- 
land and Kugene. The state hopes 
to reduce the time to one hour, 
59 minutes by the end of the 
decade. 

ha* de< 11ned in part Im<i auto of 
the state's population boom, 
which has meant growth of 
about 2 perron! a year So even 
when more crimes are reported, 
the rate declines 

But in the first half of 
numbers of crimes against poo- 
ple also dropped in some major 
categories. 

There were 21 percent fewer 
rapes. 13 perr on! fewer kidnap- 
pings and 27 percent fewer mur- 
der attempts Bank robberies 
dn< lined by 22 percent, and con- 

venience store holdups were 
down by 45 pen cut 

"Mv general impression is 

there's not miv new crime wave 

going on." said David Factor, 
direr tor of the state Criminal 
lustii e Council. "While r rime 
still may lie unacceptably high, 
nothing h is happened in the last 
year or two years to indicate a 

crime wave 

State Rep. Kevin Mannix, D- 
Salem, sponsor of a measure on 
the Nov. H ballot to impose 
tougher minimum senteni es of 
violent felons, savs.the battle 
isn't won just her arise the crime 

rate in that category is not rising 
"I’m not satisfied with the 

present rate of crime." he said. 
"I want to reduce crime Other- 
wise it's like saying the unem- 

ployment rate is 15 percent hut 
that's OK \hh ause it's not getting 
worse.” 

Boy charged 
with handgun 
posssession 

RKHMOND (AP) — A Red 
mond High S< Tiool sophomore 
accused of taking a gun to 
school faces criminal charges 
and expulsion. 

Mark Allen Harms. Ib. was 

charged with possession of a 

firearm in a publii building 
and unlawful use and posses- 
sion of a weapon after si bool 
officials found an unloaded 
22-caliber revolver and some 

ammunition, a< ording to 

Principal Dan Purple 
Harms was interviewed In 

a school security offii er and 
taken to a juvenile detention 
center in Bend after a si hool 
administrator w as tipped by 
a student Friday morning 
about a concealed weapon. 
Purple said 

Harms told authorities he 
wanted the gun because he 
was afraid an older youth 
might confront him after 
school. 

Purple said rumors about 
students bringing guns to 
school have l»>en circulating 
for years 

"Those reports have 
always I wen taken seriously." 
lie said, "but in nine years, 
none have ever panned out 
before This is the first time 
one of those rumors has 
played out as factual 

Let Us Steal Your “Sole”! 
... and fix it for a low price 

Drop off your repairs and we ll do the rest 
Fast Service • Reasonable Rates • Right on Campus 

Campus Shoe Shop 
843 E 13th • Eugene. OR • 344 6613 

PO m 
i_nJ inc. 

Your On© Stop Photo Shop For: 
■ 1 -hour color film processing 
■ 1 hour slide processing 
■ NOW! 1-HOUR BLACK & WHITE 

PROCESSING 
■ Enlargements to 11' x 14' 
■ Prints from slides 
■ Prints from prints 
■ Friendly, expert advice 
■ Passport photos 

Make Halloween more 
than a memory! 

10% STUDENT DISCOUNT 
FOTO FLASH 

18th A Willamette 
484 61 16 

Marketplace West 
842I 16/ 

The parly was loo big to last one night! 

Party starts at 8pm ■ Costume contest starts at Midnight 

Prizes 
Given 
Every 
Hour 

NO COVER 
TONIGHTI 

343-4734 
2222 Centennial Blvd. 

Bat Wing Feeding Frenzy Starts at 8pm 
Giant Vampire Buffet 


