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ing that there would be abuses with that system
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drugs and not the suicide prone

But, representatives for the Coalition for Com
passionate Care say safeguards like that won't
save people from abuse

e Hemlock Society isn't ilu!llu n”_\, invalved
in the ballot measure, but ngrees abuses will
ocour if the law passes

Yos, we're human beings and that's human

nature.” Pridonoff said. “But, we have to be
walching for abuses

T'en years ago, living wills, which allow peo
ple to decide before a tragedy whether they want

tey he b_u-i,l artificially alive, had opponents sy

as wall, Pridonoff said
But, “those bad abuses did not happen.’

Hoemlock staff have tracked the euthanasia
issue since 1980, when the society was first start
ed in Los Angeles, by Derek Humphry after his
first wife died painfully from bone cancer. The
organization moved to BEugene in 1988

Nonwe of the stalff members wanted to give their
last name because they feared their privacy

would be lost to pe ple wanting to discuss the

Ballot Moeasure 16 issue

“It's not your usual job where you're talking
about death all the time.” said Robyn, the office

manager
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get even tougher

Edward Klopfenstein
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He was a crusty old doctor
had to be in his 50s whose
stethoscope was ice on my chest

A listen. A twist of the face
Then his wrinkled hand moved
the stethoscope to the left and 1o
the right

“Humph,” he grunted, sketch
ing something on his chart. “Your
heart's on the wrong side

I laughed

“I'm serious. Your heart’s on

the wrong side.” he said. shoot
ng a 44 magnum stare You
shouldn't have long to live. I'd go
s a specilalist

Then he walked out, leaving
my mouth on my chest as |
mulled over his death sentence

I'm going to die.” I thought,
over and over and over, the
words e |'||'|:|\.‘_ like bats in a cave
ot dusk

| was 17 and tryving to get into
the Army when | went to that
Philadelphia hospital, initially
pulled aside by a 20-year-old
Army corpsman who thought he
heard something strange. 1 left
the hospital aged to 100 and near
about wrote myself off

For the next year, | didn't think
about college or dreams or plans
| started driving my car faster and
drinking a little harder. What
does it matter if vou're going to
die, right?

"Want to Ill.l\ ‘drive between
the lines'?" | asked a friend once,
at 18

We drank Colt 45 as we took
turns driving my Chevy Vega
between on-coming traffic and
the Delaware River

One night after o “game”, 1
found myself passed out on my
dad’s easy chair with vomit all

I meandered through my under
graduate degres, drinking some
times but never drunk

At 23, my alcohol withdrawal
paid off: 1 met the girl who
would be my wife. Jet black hair
and a nose like a bunny, her
smile hooked me on our first
date. She hit me harder than that
first cardiologist

We married when | was 25 and
ended up in Eugene two years lat
er so | could work on a master’s
degroee

In between, we had a little girl
who came outl of my wife's womb
with her t".r'n'-\.njo'lr'rlt'll \fter
A minute on my wife's stomach
1 let her grab my finger and she
held on like Thor about to fall off
1 ( ;11

Increasingly
pain and frequent bouts ol
arrhythmia, and realize that
someday that doctor might bhe
right

But, while firing off questions
to Dr. John Pridonoff, executive
director of The Hemlock Society
USA, last week, | thought about
my life and what | would have
done if suicide was a legal option
when | reached 18, as Ballot Mea-
sure 16 1s now offering to voters
Nov. B

I would have taken the option
and missed out. Being depressed
and having a doctor willing to
verify my condition as terminal,
it would have been no different
from drinking Colt 45 at 60 miles
an hour

Now, with a wife and a toddler
| want to fight for every day

I'\.'ﬂ h.ni maore

I learned to have hope because
society wouldn’t let me quit

The suicide offer under Mea-
sure 16 would sanction the easy
out, allowing society to dump its
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. J Student Health Center every Wednesday
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s « Cancellations must be 24 hours in advance or student beginning Today Wednesday October
will be charged for workshop 26th. Only one injection is needed
2 « Students signing up for 1st Aid must have current CPR g
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. o . : problems
o N.(I\. 7, Mon. Ist Aid bpl‘ll-lﬂplll Persons with any of the tollowing: kidney
"E Nov. 9, Wed. Child/Infant CPR ﬁp“'l-lopl‘l'l “iaon, "\}.\lh tibrosis, diabetes, anemia,
! : 280 ; — ¥ severe asthma and conditions which
of -\.“\- 10, Thur. Adult CPR Spm "’Pll'l compromise immune mechanism
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