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drugs and not the suicide prone 
Hut, representatives tor the (/million for ('/im- 

passionate (ere say safeguards like that won't 
mvh people from abuse 

The Hemlock Society isn't politically involved 
in iho ballot measure*, but agrees abuses will 
ou ur if the law passes 

"Yes. we’re human beings and that's human 
nature.-' Pridnnoff said "Hut. we have to be 
watching for abuses." 

Ten years ago. living wills, which allow peo- 
ple to dis ide Udorv a tragedy whether they want 
to be kapt art!fit (ally alive, had opponents say 

mg iha! th«re would lie abuses with that system 
as well. Pridonoff said. 

But. "those bad abuses did no! happen." 
MemUx i staff hove tracked the euthanasia 

issue since tUHO, when the society was first start 
od in Los Angeles, by Derek Humphry after his 
first wife died painfully from bone iam er The 
organization moved to Kugene in 1'iHH 

None of the staff memiiers wanted to give their 
Inst name because they feared their privacy 
would Imi lost to jM'ople wanting to dis< uss the 
Hallot Measure lfi issue 

"It's not your usual |<>h where you’re talking 
about death nil the time." said Robyn, the office 
manager 

Your FU Desttaafion! 

Scandal's Annual 

Awms convfntio 
Saturday, October Z9tn 

Party starts at 8pm Costume contest starts at Midnight 
r 

*1000 in Cash 
to Give Away 
Prizes Given 
Every Hour 

I $900 on I 
s mL corn ; 
| Valid before 9 30 p m on 1029 | 

343-4734 
J 2222 Centennial Btvd. j 

Bat Wing Feeding Frenzy Starts at 8pm 
Giant Vampire Buffet 

SCANDAL’S 2222 Centennial Blvd 343-4734 

Next to Aut/en Stadium 

Learn How To Save A Life 
Community Adult CPR/First Aid Workshop 

Get Certified NOW! 
>iu t ec includes: 
• 4 Hour C lass • Instruction Booklet 
• Red C ross C'.P.R. C ertification Card 
• For registered UO students only 
• Cancellations must be 24 hours in advance or student 

will be charged for workshop 
• Students signing up tor 1st Aid must have current CPR 

Card pnar to classtime 
• Classes held m Student Health Center Cafeteria 

Classes; 
Nov. I.IWs. 
Nov. 3, Thur. 
Nov. 7, Mon. 
Nov. 9. Wed. 
Nov. ID. Thur. 
Nov. 14, Mon. 
Nov. 15, Tues. 
Nov. 17, Thur. 
Nov. 22, Tlies. 
Nov. 28, Mon. 
Nov. 30, W ed. 

Adult CPR 
Adult CPR 
1st Aid 
Child/lnfant CPR 
Adult CPR 
Adult CPR 
Adult CPR 
1st Aid 
1st Aid 
Adult CPR 
Adult CPR 

5:30pm-9:30pm 
5pm-9pni 
6pm-1 Opm 
6pm- 10pm 
5pm-9pni 
5pm-9pm 
5:30pm-9:30p 
5pm-9pm 
5:30pm-9:30pm 
5pm-9pm 
6pm-IOprn 

Register Early! • 346- 2770 
Sponsored by the Student Health Center Health education Program 

Tough choices may 
get even tougher 
Edward Klopfenstem 
Onugon i'M emerald 

■ Hi- «,is .1 rusty nil! dot tor 

had to be in his fids whose 
stethoscope was ice on niy t host 

A listen A twist of the face. 
Then his wrinkled hand moved 
the stethoscope to the left and to 
the right 

"Humph." he grunted, sketch- 
ing something on his < had "Your 
heart s on the wrong side." 

I laughed 
Tin serious Your heart 's on 

the wrong side." he said, shoot- 
ing a -tt magnum stare "You 
shouldn't have long to live. I'd go 
see a specialist. 

Then he walked out, leaving 
my mouth on my chest as 1 
mulled over his death sentence. 

I'm going to die." I thought, 
over and over and over, the 
words ih hoing like hats in a cave 

at dusk 
I Wits 17 and trying to got into 

tln< Army when I wont to that 
f’hiladolphia hospital, initially 
pul hid aside by a 20-year-old 
Army corpsman who thought lit* 
hoard something strange I loft 
the hospital aged to 1(M) and near 

about wrote myself off. 
For the nevt soar, I didn't think 

about college or dreams or plans. 
I started driving my uir faster and 
drinking a little harder. What 
does it matter if you're going to 
die. right 

"Want to play "drive between 
the lines1'" I asked a friend once, 
at 1H. 

We drank Colt 45 as we took 
turns driving my Chevy Vega 
between on-coming traffii and 
the Delaware River 

One night after a "game". 1 
found myself passed out on my 
dad s easy chair with vomit all 
over my front and the TV blaring. 
A day later, my buddy tailed and 
told me about a close call \s ith 
a stream and that I drove home 
alone 

I still don't remember that 
night, but the imagery pushed mt* 

off alcohol and to college, where 

I meandered through my under 
graduate degree, drinking some- 

time* but never drunk 
At 23, my alcohol withdrawal 

paid off I met the girl who 
would Ih- my wife Jet black hair 
and a non- like a bunny, her 
smile hooked me on our first 
date She hit me harder than that 
first cardiologist 

We married when I was 25 and 
ended up in Eugene two years lat- 
er so I could work on a master's 
degree 

in fwtwoen. we had a little girl, 
who came out of my w ife's womb 
with her eyes wide open. After 
a minute on rny wife's stomach. 
I let her grab my finger and she 
held on like Thor about to fall off 
a cliff. 

Increasingly. I've had more 

pain and frequent bouts of 
arrhythmia, and realize that 
someday that doctor might he 
right. 

But. while firing off questions 
to Dr. John Pridonoff. executive 
director of The Hemlock Society 
USA, last week. I thought about 
my life and what I would have 
done if suicide was a legal option 
when 1 reached 1H. as Ballot Mea- 
sure lb is now offering to voters 
Nov. 8. 

1 would have taken the option 
and missed out Being depressed 
and having a doctor willing to 

verify my condition ns terminal, 
it would have been no different 
from drinking Colt 45 at 60 miles 
an hour. 

Now, with a wife and a toddler 
1 want to fight for every day. 

I learned to have hope because 
society wouldn’t let me quit. 

The suicide offer under Mea- 
sure Iti would sanction the easy 
out. allowing society to dump its 
burden by allowing people to 

give up in the face of their dis- 
ease If it's an option, the poor 
and depressed will take it 

"There’s no hope in that.’’ I 
said to myself as Dr Pridonoff 
talked about "good death "Peo- 
ple need to fight if there’s hope 

STUDENTS • FACULTY • STAFF 

‘J(u Vaccination 
Influenza vaccinations will be given <it the 
Student Health Center every Wednesday, 
Thursday and Friday from 8 (Hhirti to 9:00am 
beginning Today Wednesday October 
26th. Only one infection is needed. 

Students $4.00 
Faculty and Staff $5.00 

Annual flu immunizations are recotmtirndfd for 
the following 
1 I iealthv persons 65 years or older 
2 Persons with long-term heart or lung 

problems 
3 Persons with any of the following: kidney 

disease, cystic fibrosis, diabetes, anemia, 
severe asthma and conditions which 
compromise immune mechanism 

Influenza vaccine mav be given to persons 
wishing to reduce their h.lives .>( catching the 
tlu, persons who provtoe essential community 
services and students or others in vhcxils or 

colleges ✓ 

For more information, call the 
Student Health Center at 346-4441 


