
■ COMMENTARY 

Measure 16: dignified death 
Larry Haftl 

Your editorial opposition to 
Ballot Measure 1 f>. Oregon's 
"Death with Dignity" art. ts sur- 

prising Your self-serving dis- 
tortions are insulting 1 ran 
understand opposition to Mea- 
sure Ifi coming from the medic a! 
community which profits from 
servicing terminally ill people 
1 ran also understand opposition 
from the religious community 
that demands that everyone live 
by its rules or rot in hell 

Your newspaper purports to lie 
a tireless champion in the fight 
to secure a person's "right to 
choose Why do you then deny 
a terminally ill person the right 
to choose a peaceful death on 

his/her own terms:’ 
Let's get the facts straight All 

this measure does is "allow ter- 

minally ill adult patients volun- 
tary informed c hoic e to obtain 
physician's prescription for drugs 
to end lile It dues riot, as Bri- 
an Womack stated, "call for death 
by drugs if the patient is diag- 
nosed to die within six months 
Don't worry Brian, neither you 
nor a doctor will, "be the one 

who decades that someone 

should die and then find out I 
was wrong.” Only a terminally ill 
adult can make that dec ision for 
themselves. Kven they c annot 
make that dec ision until they 
have jumped through a series of 
society-enforced hoops. 

lust to qualify for the right to 

get a presc ription you must 

1 lie diagnosed as terminally 
ill with less than six months to 
live 

2 have that diagnosis con- 
firmed by at least one other 
physician. 

3. convince both physicians 
that vou do not have a mental dis 
order or impaired judgment from 
depression. 

4 submit two oral requests and 
one w ritten request for the pre- 
scription 

5 wait at least 15 days to see if 
anything, including your opin- 
ion. has changed 

After all that you finally get.a 
prescription for the drugs Vou, 
as a person facing certain and 
imminent death, still have to 
decide when, how and even if 
you will take the drugs 

As to malevolent doctors, mix e 

it is far more profitable for a 

physician to keep you alive, it 
is extremely tinlikelv that. 
"Manipulation of the patient to 
take his or her life could go unno- 
tit nd One look ut who offers 
arguments in opposition in the 
voters' pamphlet tells you what 
doctors are really t once rued 
about "If assisted suicide is lt*gal 
i/ed, it could become a primary 
treatment option, replacing com- 

fort, care and pain management 
Heaven forbid terminally ill 

patients should have options that 
threaten the fat profits physicians 
and medical institutions make 

Death will come to all For 
many it will come too soon, fur 
Others it will not tome soon 

enough For tome of us then’ will 
< omr a time when all that is l«»ft 
of It ft? is a few months of dimin- 
ishing capacity and pain 

Why must it be illegal to say 
enough is enough Why aren't we 

allowed to sav. “I've lived a full 
and useful life and now ! would 
like to end it with a bit of grace 
and dignity '" Whs must we lit* 
forced to stay if we know beyond 
any doubt that it's time to go' 
Why do we have no choice in tins 
most personal of matters' 

I totally agree that terminally 
ill people should never lie toned 
or even pressured to end their 
lives before they themselves 
think it's time I also agree that 
just thinking it's time is not good 
enough. 

There must he safeguards 
against poor judgment or dimin- 
ished capacity Measure Hi has 
those safeguards. 

We demand the right to choose 
whom and how and w ith whom 
we live Why is it that we do not 
demand the right, if it's possible, 
to choose how and when we die 
Is it the ignornm e and arrogant» 
of youth or simply a deep seated 
fear of death that does not permit 
us to entertain sut h thoughts' Is 
it so hard to at t opt that, as won- 

derful as life is. there ruav come 

a time when we may with dear 
purpose of will, want to end it 
gracefully and with dignity' 
Measure Hi gives us that option 
Finally 

Furry Haftl is n /mttvalisin major 

■ LETTERS & COMMENTARY POLICY 
Tht> Oregon Doth Emerald welcomes letters and conimmi- 

Lines from the public one erning topics of interest to the l Ini 
\ ersity community 

Letters to thi> editor must fir limited to no more than 250 
words legible, signed and the identifii mien of the w riter must 
lx* verified when the letter is submitted 

Commentaries should fie i>etween fiOO and HOO words, legi- 
hie. signed and the identification of the writer must tie verified 
when tile letter Is submitted 

The Emerald reserves the rigfit to edit any letter for length or 
style 

Look out lor 
OUCKQUCM. 

during me first week oi classes! 

nlfPixza Pipeline. 
Quick Service and a Fair Price" 
All Sew. 

BEAT THE CLOCK! 
Wcilftcstlas nights fr»6 (X) pm to H (*) pm 

m the l*i//.*i (Pipeline. >ou can orttcr 4 14” itnc 
item pi//a li>r the amount of the time you tall m 

So it >»»u .ill at t> HO. sour is S' t*' ( .ill «t 
h 05. your pitjA «n V>.05 ami so on 

Plus I I rrc 22o/ Soft Drink 

EUGENE HOTLINE 686-5808 
824 Charnelton Street 

Take a study break at the R & R Cafe 
(located inside the Rec Center, next to the bowling alley) 

With $5.00 in receipts from the R 8- R Cafe, 
you can $et $1.00 off on pool or 1 free $ame of bowling. (Not good with any other offer.) 

We are open Monday-Thursday 5-llpm, Friday 5-12:30am, Saturday 12-12:30am, Sunday 12-llpm 
We offer fresh sandwiches, hot pretzels. Snapple. Pepsi products, coffee, donuts and Harmony snacks 

every nijht and Pizano's pizza Friday & Saturday C8pm-12am) 

Weekly Specials 
Monday 

$3.00 
Pizano's Pizza 

8- Medium 
SoFt Drink 

Not valid with any other offer 

Monday Sunday 

Buy a Sub 
Sandwich and 

jet a Free jame 
of bowlinj. 

Not valid with any other offer 

Thursday Sunday 

Bowling & 
Pizza Party 

Buy a lane for an hour 
and &et pizza and a 

medium soft drink for 
$2.75 per person. 

Not wild with any other offer 

Friday & Saturday 

Buy a Pizano's 

pizza & set a 

Free same of 

bowling 
Not valid with any other offer 


