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O’Neil dumps ghosts

of past with clutch
drive in UW upset

Kris Henry

egon [ Yady Emeraict

Danny O'Neil waited four years
for Saturday to happen. Four
long years of being deemed inca
pable of leading his team to vic-
tory when it really mattered

Against Washington, all the
whispers from Oregon fans and
the media coverage of this topic
fell on deaf ears as he led the
Ducks to victory from end zone
to end zone in one of the most
dramatic series of plays in Ore
gon football history

“I finally got it,” O'Neil said of
his first fourth-quarter comeback
scoring drive. “Not coming back
from behind was more than just
the media harping on me. Peo-
ple say, "You finally get the media
off your back,' but no, it was a
personal thing. It was a big
achievement for me personally

“l don't know if the team
believed in me or not. | think they
did believe that | was their only
hope. I'm the quarterback; they
either have to believe in me or
walk off the field.”

Duck followers are aware of the
Duck quarterback’s tainted past
That knowledge made it that
much sweeter for those around

Maddux
receives
third Cy
Young

NEW YORK (AP) — Greg
Maddux became the first
pitcher to win three-straight
Cy Young Awards, unani-
mously sweeping the NL hon-
or Monday with an overpow-
ering year in a season domi-
nated by hitting.

The Atlanta ace was 16-6
with a 1.56 ERA. His ERA, the
third lowest in 75 years, was
more than 2 runs below the
loague average, the biggest dif-
ferential in major league his-

tory.

"Yu;n’ nln)‘r's set goals. 'li:
win the Cy Young, or w
thres of them, was néver real-
ly a goal,” Maddux said. “It's
always something you try to
attain, but you try to make
goals that are a little more
attainable.

“I felt like this was my best
vear, without a doubt. I could
never imagine having an ERA
under 2.00. | always try to
keep it under 3.00.”

Maddux, 28, won the Cy
Young in 1992 with the Chica-

Turn to MADDUX, Page 10

O'Neil to appreciate what he had
fill“l'

“Danny O'Neil has taken a lot
of flack over the vears
hl'-lli GO }’ H]l }: “T-Hll'\
“but he brought us back on
yard drive and threw the ball per
fectly several times. [ think it's
o great win for him. He brought
this team back from what looked
like a heart-breaking loss to an
exhilarating win.”

“In the past,” Oregon offensive
coordinator Mike Bellotti said
“one of my concemns is if (O'Neil)
hesitates or doesn’t have confi
but he threw the ball
with confidence (against Wash
ington). He told me early in the
game that he was feeling poised
and really good. I trust his judg
ment. He doesn't tell me that in
situations where he's not feeling
in.”

Will “Th
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¢ Drive” by O'Neil
any carryover effect for the
senior quarterback and his tean
maltes?

“l hope so.” tight end Josh
Wilcox said. “I think that drive
is going to be a mainstay in Ore
gon football history, not just for

Turn to O'NEIL, Page 10

Trevor Kearney
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After beating the ninth-ranked
Washington Huskies on Satur
day, the Oregon football pro
gram has a few things to boast
about

But the most important aspect
of the game, however, was not
improving the team’s Pacific 10
record to 3-1. Nor was it beating
a nationally ranked team. It
wasn't even the fact that the win
puts the Ducks within reach of
post season action

The biggest story to come out
of Autzen Stadium on Saturday
was the end of Napoleon Kauf
man's bid for the Heisman Tro-
phy.

Coming off of a sub-par, 80-
yard performance against Ari-
zona State, the Husky star had
only one important 37-yard run
against the Oregon defense.
Touted as the “Gang Green”
defense, Qﬁ ate away at
Kaufman all day, allowing him
only 101 yards on 23 carries, a
fairly large drop from his 167.3
per game average going into Sat-
urday. The 37- yard carry aside,
Kaufman only averaged of about
2.9 yards per carry.

And he is in the running for
the most coveted award in col-
lege football?

Sure, he is a great football
player, and has the ability to put
up some more great numbers
before the end of the year. But
no numbers will (or shall 1 say
should) be able to make up for
Kaufman's last two perfor-
mances. Not even doubling the
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Quarterback Danny O'Neill led the Ducks 98 yards for the winning
touchdown in Saturday’'s upset over Washington. O'Neil has been crit-
Icized in the past for his failure to lead the team from behind.

Heisman hopes lost at Autzen

Trevor KEARNEY
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I will give Kaufman
this, however. He
was quoted as saying
that he was tiredof all
the Heisman hype. The
hype was just that. The
award does not mean
anything in the scheme

of things. , ,

enormous amount of PR that
Washington gives their star can
help him now.

1 will give Kaufman this, how-
ever. He was quoted as saying
that he was tired of all the Heis-
man hype. The hype is just that,
The award does not mean any-
thing in the scheme of things
Many deserving college players
have been skipped over for the
award, while some of those
players who received it have
ended up either working the
night shift at a convenience
store, or playing point guard for
the New York Knicks

But Kaufman, who was not

involved in the Huskies' last dri
v of the game, proceeded to tar
nish any class that he may have
had by complaining about not
getting the ball, and saying that
he was “just disgusted” at the
!(l‘\‘\

Come on. | wouldn't want the
Ducks to get any credit for the
win or anything. I mean, it's not
like they sent Kaufman and his
team sliding down the polls to
No. 15 with a convincing win,
did they?

Please. The story was not that
the Oregon Ducks got lucky. It
wasn't that the Washington
Huskies didn't use Napoleon
Kaufman enough, either. The
plain and simple truth is that the
Oregon Ducks, riding on a strong
defense, beat the Washington
Huskies.

And as far as not giving the ball
to Kaufman, neither Washington
coach Jim Lambright nor Husky
quarterback Damom Huard
should second- guess the deci-
sion. Kaufman isn't the only
offensive weapon that Washing-
ton has, as evidenced in the Ari-
zona State game. He wasn’t even
very effective in Saturday’s game.

The win pushes the Ducks into
the race for the Rose Bowl, and
almost into the AP’s top 25. On
the other hand, the loss takes
away the only thing that a team
on probation with the NCAA for
recruiting violations could hope
for: that shiny trophy and the
press that comes with it

."rr-rm' Kearney is a sports
reporter for the Emerald
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AMERICAN NATIONAL
CONFERENCE CONFERENCE
EAST EAST
Mams 52 Dallas 61
Buttako 43 Pnindelpha 52
NY Jots 43 NY Gants 34
New England 34 Amgona 25
Indanapoks 35  Washinglon 26
CENTRAL WEST
Ceveland 6  San Francscof-2
Pitsburgh 52 Atlanta A
Haouston 146 LA Rams 34
Crnonnat 07 New Oreans 35
WEST CENTRAL
SanDegop 61 Monesota 52
Kansas City 52 Checago 4.3
LARaders 34 Detrodt 34
Seatt 34 GreenBay 34
Derrves 25  Tampa Bay

MONDAY'S GAME

Phiadeipha Q0 7 7 7 —21
Houston 3300 -6

NBA STANDINGS:

EASTERN WESTERN

CONFERENCE CONFERENCE
ek 41 Seafte o
New York 41  Phoenix 40
Oviando 41 Portland 41
Inckana 31 Uah 4
Mam 33  Housion 31
Attanta 22 LA Lakers 42
Phiadeipha 22 Dallas 22
Detrost 13 San Antoo 22
Washington 12 LA Cippers 23
Chicago 14 Golden State 12
Miwaukee 14 Denver 13
New Jorsey 14 Minnesola 13
Boston 15  Sacamento 03
Charotte 02

WPLAYERS OF THE WEEK

WALNUT CREEK, CALIF — Oregon

comerback Kenny Wheaton, wide
receser Hichard Dice of Argona
nebacker Donne Edwards of UCLA,
and punter Darren Schager also ol
UCLA have been namad Hertz/Pac- 10
Players of the Wesk n footbal

ciosng minute 1o seal Oregon's 31.20
upset over Washington

Wheaton shared the defensve award
with Edwards who made a career-high
16 lackles and free sacks
He currently leads e Pac- 10 in tackles
for loss and s bed ot fest in quarterback
SACKS

Other Ducks nomnalad for the weekly
awards were Danny O'Ned, Dameron
Ricketts and Malt Belden
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