
■ COMMENTARY 

Don’t discourage rational debate 
By Barry Schoe! 

hr Emerald editorial of 
Wednesday, Od JO, argu- 

JL ing against City Council 
involvement in the dispute over 

Amazon Family Housing, 
requires rebuttal The reasoning 
is Hawed, the premises la< k mar 

it. and the conclusions are weak 
It is hard to believe it was writ- 
ten by on accomplished editori- 
al staff of a daily newspaper 
And oh. bv the wav, win is 

there a First Amendment? 
The first premise assumes 

(the) University's intention to 
build new low-income hous- 

ing ..." In fact, the latest figures 
put the cost of the new complex 
at $100 a square foot, which is 

by any definition luxury, not 
low income, housing 

Second, the University is 

said to have the right to make 
any decision they want, simply 
because they own the land 
Why, then, do we have land- 
use laws and zoning ordi- 
nances' Presumably the 
writer(s) would also promote 
the right of industry to pour 
pollution into air. water and 
soil, with impunity and with- 
out regulation, because they 
"own the land This is, by the 
way. the same argument used 

by the OCA. as they try to deny 
the rights of citizens to housing 
because of their status 

Third, the City Council is to 

stay out of the fray because, "It s 

not the city's business."' But the 
city is in the midst of a crisis in 
affordable housing that will not 
be solved by the razing of some 

270 units. This will only add to 
the city's problems. And the 
families who are fori ed out, giv- 
en no immediate replacement, 
will certainly put more pressure 
on the city's already critical low- 
cost housing market. It is, 
indeed, "the city's business," 

Moreover, the University has 
yet to produce an acceptable, 

site-spec die plan for the replae e 

ment of Amazon, ns promised in 
t'Wi Shall the\ also not he held 
a< ( ountahle for some St 1 mil- 
lion in taxpayer bond money' 

Yet the fourth, and perhaps 
most arnn/ing assumption made 
is that President Dave Frohn- 
mnver knows what is good for 
Oregon, presumably because he 
"prides himself on being a good 
citizen Oliver North sees 

himself in the same light, but it 
does not follow that he knows 
what is good for America More 
over. Mr Prohnntayer is a career 

Republic an politician from an 

elite profession, fat Is that do lit 
tie to substantiate e laims that he 
knows "what is good" for low 
income students 

Fact is. Mr Fmluimaver is the 
President for the same reason he 
was brought in as dean of the 
law school Yes. his credibtli!\ 
in the state is well-established, 
and has enhanced the- stature 
and reputation of the law 
sc bool. Hut his greatest asset to 
the law sc bool, and to the Uni- 
versity. is as a fund-raiser lie 
faces a budget crisis The dec c 

sion to tear down Amazon was 

made, not in the interest of Ore- 

gonians who need an education, 
hut in the interest of attrac ting 
out-of stnte students who will 
pay triple tuition This is no 

attack on his character; it is sim- 

ply a realistic assessment of 
what his job is, and of how he 

will go about doing il 
Final!), the ton* of the edito- 

rial was surprisingly roininis- 
ent of another voice I seem to 

hear quite often The Emerald is 

reputed to be the voice of mod- 
eration on a umpus deemed bv 
some to lean too far to the left 
But the arguments presented of 
the sanctity of property, of d«n i- 
sums handl'd down from above 
carrying the weight of positive 
law. unassailable, unquestion- 
able; ami of those in positions of 
authority lining the only ones 

capable of making rational dei 
sions in the interests of their 
inferiors, are real tionary. right 
wing positions that would 
engender wide grins of the faces 
of the staff of the Oregon ('on i 
mm to tor 

1 was curtain 1 had learned 
somewhere that the task, indeed 
the reason for (tie existent e. of 
the press was to ensure that 
dei isions made by the State did 
not go unexamined Sue h pan- 
dering to poll! y by exec utive 
fiat is hardly hec onimg of the 
Fourth I state And the issue is 

not yet dead, irrespective of any 
rec eul latv Council dec isions 

So. do your job line.ourage. 
rather than discourage, debate 
on art issue affecting Oregoni- 
ans Ama/e me again bv printing 
this I won't hold my breath 

Harry Schrel is a political so 

eric e majorat the Unncrsit\ 

■ LETTERS & COMMENTARY POLICY 

The Oregon Daily Emerald welcomes letters and commen- 

taries from the public com erning topics of interest to the t Jni- 
versity community 

Letters to the editor must bo limited to no more than 2Si) 

words, legible, signed and the identification of the writer must 
he verified when the letter is submitted 

Commentaries should f>e between (>()<) and 800 words, legi- 
ble, signed and the identification of the writer must fie verified 
when the letter is submitted 

I'he Emerald reserves the right to edit any letter for length or 

style. 

iPizza Pipeline, 
Quick Service and a Fair Price " 

IjC Score With 
These Great 

Specials 
EUGENE HOTLINE 686-S808 

824 Charnelton Street 

The Best Pizza in Town 

Any 1 6~ 
one item piz/a 

ONLY S7.00 
1u\ Two |/) FK’i I 2.2 oi Suit Or ink.’ 

EUGENE HOTLINE 
686-5808 

Just for Lunch 
Any 12’ Two Horn Pi/ai 

only $5.50 
is )nc (I) FRET 22 o/ Soft Drink 

EUGENE HOTLINE 
686-5808 

Deluxe Twilight Special 
Any 14' Two Item Pi/At 

only $6.50 
Plus One 111 Lirge 22 o? Soft Drink 

V<lld after 9:00 p.m. only 
EUGENE HOTLINE 

_686_5808_ J 
Pizza by the slice $ 75 BEFORE 4PM 

$ 10.00 off any 26 Colossus Pizza 
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^ 346-4362 

purchase your urcy 

* ^XSSSS-i ■ci-* •«*»th' ^lhe t"m "* 

| Quality Film fe-etop'"* Film Developing wj|6(. 
| RaV your US W*et* fSJps from the Main Desk Store. 

» Huit ticket out!^rTiationa, Calls. Inquire at the MD5; 
| Lower Rates on 

Fresh Baked! 
11-2 M-F 

2 Varieties Plus Special Daily 
HMD Fountain Court & Fishbowl 
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YOUR PATRONAGE SUSTAINS US. USE OUR SERVICES. TELL US HOW TO PROVIDE SERVICES THAT MEET YOUR NEEDS. YOUR FEEDBACK IS VALUABLE. 


