B COMMENTARY

Don’t discourage rational debate

By Bri'ry s»Cheel

he Emerald editorial of
Wednesday, Oct. 19, argu
ing against City Council

involvement in the dispute over
Amazon Family Housing,
requires rebuttal. The reasoning
is Hawed. the premises lack mer
it, and the conclusions are weak
It is hard to believe it was writ
ten by an accomplished editori
al staff of a dally nowspaper
And oh, by the way, why is
there a First Amendment?

The first premise assumes
*{the) University's intention to

build new low-income hous
ing...." In fact, the latest figures
put the cost of the new l:lnillr\
at $109 a square foot, which is
by any definition luxury, not
low-income, housing

Second, the University is
said to have the right to make
any decision they want, simply
because they own the land
Why, then, do we have land
use laws and zoning ordi
nances? Presumahbhly the
writer(s) would also promote
the right of industry to pour
[ml|ul1uri into air, water and
soil, with impunity and with
out regulation, because they
‘own the land.” This is, by the
way, the same argument used
by the OCA, as they try to deny
the rights of citizens to housing
because of their status

Third, the City Council is to
stay out of the fray because, "It's
not the city’s business.” But the
city is in the midst of a crisis in
affordable housing that will not
be solved by the razing of some
270 units. This will only add to
the city's problems. And the
families who are forced out, giv
e¢n no immediate rvplm ement,
will certainly put more pressure
on the city's already critical low-
cost housing market, It is,
indeed, “the city's business.”

Moreover, the University has
vel to produce an ac aptable,

site-specific plan for the replace
ment (1{ \“1 AZON, AS Ilff“lll'-"\i in
1991. Shall they also not be held
accountable for some $11 mil
lion in taxpayer bond money?

Yet the fourth, and perhaps
most amazing assumption made
is that President Dave Frohn
maver knows what is good for
Oregon. presumably because he
“prides himself on being a good
citizen...” Oliver North sees
himself in the same light, but it
does not follow that he knows
what is good for America. More
over, Mr. Frohnmaver is a career
Republican politician from an
elite profession, facts that do lit
tle to substantiate claims that he
knows “what is good” for low
income students

Fact is, Mr. Frohnmaver is the
President for the same reason he
was brought in as dean of the
law school. Yes, his credibility
in the state is well-established
and has enhanced the stature
and reputation of the law
school. But his greatest asset 1o
the law school, and to the Uni
versity, is as a fund-raiser. He
faces a budget crisis. The deci
ston to tear down Amazon was
made, not in the interest of Ore
wonians who need an education,
but in the interest ol altracting
out-of-state students who will
pay Tr:}\||- tuition. This is no
attack on his character; it is sim
ply a realistic assessment of
what his job is, and of how he

versity community
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The Emerald reserves the right to edit any letter for length or

will go about doing it

Finally, the tone of the edito
rial was surprisingly reminis
cent of another voice | seem to
hear quite often. The Emerald is
reputed to be the voice of mod
eration on a campus deemed by
some to lean too far to the left
But the arguments presented: of
the sani tity of i'h‘tn‘rl'\. of deci
sions handed down from above
carrying the weight of positive
law, unassailable, unquestion
able: and of those in positions of
authority being the only ones
capable of making rational deci
sions in the interests of their
inferiors, are reactionary, right
wing positions that would
engender wide grins of the faces
of the staff of the Oregon Com
mentator

I was certain | had levarned
somewhere that the task, indeed
the reason lor the existence, of
the press was o ensure that
decisions made by the State did
not go unexamined. Such pan
dering t ]. icy-by-executive
fiat Is hardly becoming of the
Fourth Estate \InltTlll ISSUEe 18
not yet dead, irrespective of any
recent City Council decis
S0, do vour job |..---IH|.1
rather than discourage, debate
On an 1ssue atiecting Cregor
ins. Amaze me ain by ':'I.:'.".:u.,'
this. I won't hold my breath
Barry Scheel is a political sci
ence major at the University
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