
Kitzhaber, Smith debate tax 
PENDl.ETON, Ore (AP) — 

In the Iiv<*)ilist of this year's 
gubernatorial debates. Repub- 
li< an Denny Smith on 

Wednesday night repeatedly 
a< cused Democrat John 
Kit/Jialier of wanting to foist a 

•uiles tax on Oregonians 
Kitzhaber, who had 

shrugged off Smith's criticism 
in earlier debates, mounted a 

counterattack this time He 
called Smith a "demagogue'' 
who is making empty promis- 
es to the voters and who did 
nothing for the state during 
his 10 years in Congress 

The sales tax he< arne an 

issue in the campaign last 
week when Kitz.hnher told the 
editorial hoard of The Ore 
gontan that he will push to 
make the tax system fairer m 

the second half of ids term 
"I don't think you < an do it 

without a sales tax. quite 
frankly," kit/haher said in 
last week's meeting with the 
newspaper 

Smith seized on the com- 

ment Wednesday night, rats 

ing the salt's lax issue more 
than a half dozen times at var- 

ious points during the hour- 
long debate 

The Republican contender 
said Kitzhaber's comment to 
Tlw Oregonian show* that the 
former state Senate president 
is enamored of new taxes, 

including the sales tax 

lie said Kitzhaber voted for 
various int nine tax ini reases 

and for several soles tax pro- 
posals during his 14 years in 
the Legislature 

"John has tried to run away 
from his record," Smith said 

Oregon voters have said 
"no" to sales tax proposals 
nine times since the lU3t)s, 
Smith noted 

"Sen Kitzhabur's continu- 
ing support for a sales tax 

proves he is not listening," 
Smith said 

Kit/.halier responded ihat 
he is not proposing a soles tax 
and that he is as only giving 
nn honest answer to a ques 
lion about what elements 
might have to be considered 
as part of any future overhaul 
of the stale's tax system 

The Democratii contender 
didn't stop there, however 

"It's time you start being 
honest yourself," Kitzhaber 
told Smith 
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Program’s core class criticized for difficulty 
Robbie Reeves 
Of#por» f 

Time constraints during the planning of the 
International College and budgetary cuts are 

responsible for the various problems that have 
plagued the program for the last sear, according to 
t hiiversity offic ials 

The International College, which is a pilot pro- 
gram. will he phased out. according to an 

aunouni ement made two weeks ago 

Retention of international students within the 
program was one of the problems that had to be 
addressed this vear, said George Sheridan, histo- 
ry professor and a member of tin* International Col- 
lege planning committee 

Sheridan said that one required course. Interna- 
tional Perspectives 101. was espei tally difficult 
and that it was the major reason mam students 
w ithdrew from the International College 

T he course, spec ific ally designed for and taken 
by students in the International College, c ombined 
politics, economics and international relations 
Sheridan said be sat in on the course and 
described it as “first-rate" but “over the heads of 
most freshmen 

Many international students had difficulty with 
the level of Knglish used in the c lass, he said 

Students who attended the c lass related similar 
stories about a heavy workload "I nst year was .1 

huge mess." said Kate barker, who dropped out of 
the program earlier this year "People stressed out 
a lot 

Americ an students would help their roommates 
w ith reading and looking up words. Barker said 
She described the assigned reading ns diffic ult. 

She also said that students were assigned to 
write a 15-page essay "It s really strange to have 
the whole dorm stressing out at once.” said Bark- 
er, referring to the communal living environment 
in the program I he day bofore the essay was 

due. people head signs on their door saving how 
many pages they had completed 

1 rac ey Ijcutig, a student in the program, agreed 
that the classes involve a lot of work One class 
this term requires students to read an average of 
one hook a week. Leung said She also said the 
classes can be difficult bee ause of the language 
barrier. 

Barker said a group of students asked the admin 
istration of the college to act on the concerns of 
students No ac tion was taken on the students 
request until many dropped out during fall term of 

AMAZON 
Continued from Page 1 
should at t in its clear legal authority to refuse a 

demolition permit for Amazon housing 
Council woman Barbara Keller, whose ward 

includes the housing site, also lamented the court- 
c il's decision to not intervene with Amazon 

"There is a tremendous irnpac t on our commu- 

nity when a public housing owner looks to demol- 
ish precious low-income units,” Keller said. She 
then proposed an ordinance that would require 
builders of new housing units to make a [Mirtion of 
those units low-income based 

Councilman Jim Torrey said the Amazon units, 
as they stand now. present health hazards "I think 
the University has made the correct decision." he 
said 

Tim lane, also a council member, took the mid- 
dle1 road on the issue, say ing he did not agree with 
the University's dec ision, hut did understand it 

I would just sav that the University now pro- 
vides housing for 24 pen enl of its students.” l,aue 
said, "far more than most other area schools 

Council members Paul Nic holson and Keller 

International Perspectives 101 "didn't seem to 
mwi the needs of international students." accord- 
ing to University Provost John Moseley 

The course was changed this year so it would tv 
more of what Sheridan described as a 11nht- 
touch" course on culture, whii h should be easier 
for first-year students 

Moseley said that the redesigned course looks 
very good and that it will meet the needs of both 
international and domes!ii students 

One of the problems with the first year of the 
International College was that the students knew 
little about the program. Barker said she said the 
filled out a short application and wrote an essay to 

apply for admission to the collage After being 
admitted, however, she did not ret five significant 
details until January of her freshman year. 

Another problem was that some of the interna- 
tional students applying for the program expect- 
ed more of a residential-orienled program than an 

academic curriculum, said Sheridan, noting that 
the International C ollege made it dear to int timing 
students that the classes would necessitate study. 

Although he said he respects the decision to 
close the International College. Sheridan said that 
"it was an unfortunate de< ision that cun be justi- 
fied by financial reasons." 

lie s.titi the initial year of the International Col- 
lege was not a good year on which to base com- 

parisons Any suggestion that the International 
College was dosed l>et mise of problems w ith stu- 
dents was a meaningless excuse, he said. 

In the first year of the program. Sheridan said, 
staff members had to put together a pilot program, 
plan the permanent program, and piece together a 

staff to run both programs 
The projei t bet aine "an unbelievable adminis- 

trative nightmare which revealed how complicat- 
ed and bureaucratic the University is as an 

institution." Sheridan said. 

The. structure of the programs in the Interna- 
tional College was planned the previous year, 
Sheridan said, adding that the plan for last year 
was developed from scratch, while the Interna- 
tional College was still in its planning stages 

Because of the planning last y ear, "this year is a 
more meaningful year" for students. Sheridan said 

Moseley emphasized that the first year of the 
international College w as part of a pilot project 
and that mistakes were expected. "It isn't surpris- 
ing that vve didn't do everything right," he said 

said those dissatisfied with the University's deci- 
sion should consult the National Historic Control 
Board A state historic advisory committee recent- 
ly agreed to plac e the complex on the National 
Registry of Historic. i’lai es bee ause of its role in 
housing World War II veterans attending college 
on the Cl hill. 

According to Nicholson, the historic control board 
can dec ide whether the University offered the units 
for sale at reasonable terms before deciding to 
demolish them and take action to allow, or restrict 
the- University 's plan. 

Keller said the University's sales terms on Ama- 
zon equal “I’ll give you Amazon if you'll give me a 

goose that lays a golden egg." 
David Zupan. a member of the Save Amazon 

Coalition, said the council's decision was "no vic 
lory ." hut tfiat his group was not going to give up 
yet 

He cited tfit* rec ent dc-c ision by Secretary of State 
Phil Keisiitig to audit University Housing He also 
listed a new c ongressional levin program for recon- 

structing and rehabilitating student housing and 
the ns ent national historic designation as victories 
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