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Gridlock tarnishes
Congress’ image

Partisan politics and a new Republican motto of
“Nothing passes before Nov. 8" will forever stain the
103rd Congress and permanently damage the legisla-
tive branch’s credibility.

When voters ousted entrenched incumbents en masse
in 1992 and swepl a new crop of inexperienced reform-
ers into Congress, there was an optimistic hope that busi-
ness (or lack thereof) as usual would end.

1 NEED TO
TAKE THE
CREDIT!

Voters and pundits alike dreamed of legislators will-
ing to put Lmrly affiliations aside and begin a new era
in which the business of the country became the sole
focus of the lawmakers.

Unfortunately, the idealism quickly faded to mean-
spirited stall tactics and unreasonable partisanship.

The five health care plans went down with nary a
whimper. Amending the environmental Superfund laws
lost to the GOP's insistence that Clinton and the Democ-
rats should receive no credit for passing a major envi-
ronmental statute. All this despite joint support from
environmentalists and industry. The General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade, sponsored by Republicans during
the Reagan and Bush administrations, couldn’t muster
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enough votes and is dead until after the Nov. 8 elections,
when GOP support will most likely return.

Party, led by Bob Dole and Newt Gingrich, are ploys to
increase the public’s perception that it is the Democrats
who are responsible for the endless gridlock.
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wanting access, an insufficient
number of seminars to learn
about using all the on-line
education opportunities and
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8 ell to a bipartisan filibuster. It seems the only thing Con- I t r t (] K t I '
gress can agree upon is the continued flow of freebies n e ne u se rs ] eep I c ea n ®
from special interests. _ .
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It is sp[mrum that the tactics used by the Republican \ ™| more than 15000 students they're sending their thoughts

back and forth with a living,
breathing human being.

When popular magazines print
e-mail responses with obscene
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turing for a takeover of the House and possibly the Sen-
ate. Hoping that a no-action Congress will influence
November's outcomes, the Republicans are taking a sub-
stantial gamble while holding hostage the important
issues facing this country.

So once again voters will blame Congress for all that
plagues the country, increasing their calls for more

riting a column about
the Internet is risky
hecause it constantly

changes. Keeping up to date

requires frequent use of the

Internet and all its resources
Tunneling into Ohio State’s

access into the World Wide Weh?
Hopefully, things will get
worked out soon so more
students will have the chance to
sharpen their computer
communication skills

Communication in the
electronic world, through e-mail

author's part, which then
alienates others who may not
want to read any further.
Regardless of how intelligent a
writer's opinion may be or the
point her or she may contribute
to the ongoing conversation via
the electronic world, without
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remember — NO ONE learns how
to use Intermet in a day. The EMU
and the Computing Center and
the whole mess of computer whiz
kids take on an elitist air 1o keep
novices off the hardware because
of the lack of available terminals.

This brings me to my next
point of the $50 computer fee, the
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Using language that may have
more than one meaning or may
be offensive to others defeats the
purpose of communicating as a
faceless entity across oceans and
continents.

Outspoken, informal speech
that is continuously available

be broken and it's possible to
begin once more

Anyone wishing to respond
directly to this column can send
an e-mail message to Kornfeld@
duckmail.uoregon edu.

Anne Moser-Kornfeld is a
columnist for the Emerald.




