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Coming Out Dnv. every Oc t 
11. brings attention to thc> issues 

of gavs. lesbians and bisexuals 
who bec ome public about their 
sexual orientation. 

The goal of Corning Out Dnv is 

to ini reuse the visibilitv of the 
gay. lesbian and bisexual com- 

munity The day helps show 
that the gnv. lesbian and bisex- 
ual community c rosses nil eth- 
nic. racial, geographic and 
econornir barriers, according to 
the Human Rights Campaign 
Fund Foundation, whic h keeps 
track of C'.nmmg-Out Day events 
nationwide 

"It's mostly a celebration of 
who you are and being gay." 
Baizer said "It's typically a very 
important fall event for gays, los 
bians. bisexuals and their allies 
to gel involved right away when 
school starts." 

Ditton hopes that Coming ()ut 
Day on campus will he similar 
to the celebration in i'l'ii when 
Measure •). similar to Measure 
I t, was an issue November's 
state ballot Measure 1.1. which 
was written by the Oregon Cali- 
zens Alliance, will ban exten- 
sion of minority rights to gay>, 
lesbians and bisexuals if passed. 
He said that during elec tion 
years more supporters of gay, 
lesbian and bisexual rights voice 
their opinions. 

"Two years ago it was a great 
way to motivate people about 
ballot measures, Ditton said. 

"Regardless of your sexual on 

entation we’ll all face the same 

obstacles, espec ially with Mea- 
sure 13." said Susan Anderson, 
co-director of the LGBA. 

"People should feel a need to 

TODAY’S EVENTS 
■ 11 a. m. National 
Coming Out Day opens with 
comments from the co- 

directors of the Lesbian. 
Gay. Bisexual Alliance in 

the EMU Courtyard 
Statements from political 
candidates John Kitzhaber 
and Peter DePazio 
concerning Measure 13 and 
gay rights will be 
announced 
■ 11 30 a m. Liese, a 

local musician will be 
performing 
■ Noon Kellee Wemhoid. 
former publisher of The 
Ljvendar Nefavrk, a (jay. 
lesbian and bisexual 
publication, will be 
speaking 
■ 12 20 Enka Odessa will 
be presenting a drag show 
■ 1:15- Stand-up comedy 
act will be performed by 
Julia Wallace 
■ 1 40 Open mike 

NOTE Events «eft be new ins«Je 
the E MU il a ram? 

liciwi I) 

come out in order to stand tip 
for human rights.' Ditton said 

1'ho l.i.HA has been organ!/ 
mg Coming Out Unv events 
since its formation in Hli>‘i The 
University does not keep stalls 
tii s oil the percentage of the stu 
dent body that is gay. lesbian or 

bisexual. According to Hal/nr. 
approximately 1(1 percent of the 
U.S population is gay. lesbian 
or bisexual However, aci ording 
to an Oct. 7 article in 7/ie Ore- 
gonian. only 2.H percent of men 

and 1.5 percent of women iden- 
tified themselves as homosexual 
or bisexual 

Coming out tales emerge from interviews 
Tasha Eicbewnseher 
CVayoe fWt* 

• Dianne Dugaw is .in associate professor in 

the English department and open to her fami- 
ly. friends and students about being a lesbian 

Dugaw was raised in a small logging town by 
parents with onservative values, stie said "I 
had first hand experiem e with the difficulty of 
dealing with the need to put a ap on things 
that people are afraid of." tXigaw explained 

She dest rdied tier coming out in two stages 
This first stage was vv hen Dugaw admitted to 
herself that site was a lesbian Till I was almost 
it) I would !>e attracted to women and simultu 
neously I was Irving to h>- straight and have 
equal relationships with men. hot I wasn't 
made that wav she said 

"1 liegin a sort of gradual prrx ess of coming 
out to people I felt safe with," Dugaw said, 
describing the second stage 

When Dugaw entered graduate s< hool in the 
1‘trOs she as sex cited more w ith lesbian i ulture 
"One of the dilemmas a I tout the closet is that I 
had no role models That's wiiv I considered it 
to l>e so mi possible to he out 

l he 1 Iniversity is where she found role mod 
els It occurred to me that being lesbian was a 

way you t ould lie. she said 
Dugaw never confronted her parents aiiout 

Ix-iug homosexual, but they found out any w av 

In a sense 1 was relieved I don't want to know 
w hat they think as long as they treat mv partner 
and I very well. she said 

After what Dugaw desi rdied as 20 years of 
Mih i»l.i I sett hatred die be* uric iimlort.ijde 
with her sexuality 

"What's most positive for me is just to be 
what I am." Dugaw said "The t Inset's not just 
depriving young |ample of role models, it 's mis 

leading people as to what history is like and 
what human beings are like 

• David Bell, a dO-year-old Ph i) candidate in 

English literature, knew he was gay by the time 
he was It* luit waited to tell his family until his 
27th birthday 

"1 didn't tell my family lx*< auso I was afraid 

thin wouldn't at »pt me," said Hell, who grew 
up in t‘!m eland. 

Bell iti it was easier for hint to tell friends 
be< ause they know less about him. In the case 
of his family, he said, it was more difficult 
!»>( ause of their expec latinos of him 

'They hadn't ever really examined what they 
thought of homosexuality For them it is a real 
no no,” Bell said 

“Mv father said to me. What can we do about 
this He wanted to change me He said. 'You’re 
such a handsome man, I don't see how you tan 

he gay. Hell said His logii was that unso- 

phisticated. lie s intelligent hut that lost was 

w hat he knew about homosexuality 
Bell said his mother made biologic a! argil 

ments for w by it was vs rung to be attrat ted to 
someone of the same sex "Her big thing was to 
si>e me ns unnatural." he said 

My parents made a special effort in telling 
and letting me know they still love me hut the\ 
don't love mv orientation," Bell said He hums 
that things will nev er tie the same w ith his par 
onls hut that, nonetheless, something was 

gained by coming out to them 
• Douglas Knot ht. a seniot majoring in umi 

cl design. Is hisexo.il and Udu'ves i! is hauler to 

nine out when you are sexually atlrai ted to 
both sexes 

"People always tlunk it always goes hack to 
von being under ided. you're experimenting nr 

it s |usl a phase, kiiei lit said 
When I was looking for role models I 

couldn't identify with any bee ,oisc> there were 

stereotypes for gays and lesbians but not for 
bisexuals said knee ht. who grew up in what 
be describes as "a very unservntive military 
laponese family 

"Bet nuse I don't have a strong connection 
with my family, I told my friends lirst said 
knee lit. who came out when he came to the 
l'diversity "When I first came out I was 

seeing ,i man I told some really close friends 
and it was a relief, and at the same time it was 

dealing with the truth and bow tliev would t.ike 
it.” he explained 

BACK TO SCHOOL FOTON SALE 

RIVIERA 
Full Si/.e Frame 
All Cotton Futon 

$199 
HOURS: 

MON -FRI. I I to 6 
SAT I 1 to 5 
SUN Noon to 4 

ROCK SOFT 

FUTON 

CALGARY 
Full Si/.e Frame 
All Cotton Futon 

$229 

studio sujjmr 
Pine Frame 

Cotton Futon 
Twin Si/e 

$129 
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