Candidate takes middle ground

Kaly Soto
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The campaign trail can be very lonely, very lone-
Iy indeed as Libertarian candidate for governor
Dan Vander Ploeg found out Thursday when he
made a campaign stop in Eugene

Vander Ploeg said he was pleased with the
medias’ reception of his campaign, even though
only two members of the media attended his press
conference

Flanked by a placard reading “Enough is
Enough” Vander Ploeg, explained that his party
“takes the best of the democratic and republican
parties and brings them together, giving Libertari-
ans the broad middle ground.”

Vander Ploeg's stand on higher education is a
good illustration of the “"conservative sconomic
and liberal social” policies en spoused by the Lib-
ertarian Party

"1 believe that government has no place in high
er education. There was a time when people
would save up to send their children to college
But now they are so busy paying taxes they don’t
have the resources 1o do that. Insurance « ompanies
used to sell policies just for that purpose
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“We would have to accommodate this genera-
tion and allow time for future generation to accom-
plish this, but | think it can be done. Private
schools do much more with less money, and they
still manage to give assistance to the poor. Gov-
ermmment schools aren’t such a bargain anymore.”

Vander Ploeg made the Eugene stop on his way
to a debate with other candidates for governor in
Medford. Thursday's debate was the first to
include all of the candidates for governor, not just
Denny Smith and John Kitzhaber. Of the other
debates Vander Ploeg said, * As a Libertarian | am
happy when we're invited, and I'm happy when
we are not invited. | would certainly not want to
be where someone didn’t want me.”

Tonie Nathan, who is the media coordinator for
the Libertarian Party of Oregon, disagreed with
Vander Ploeg about the exclusion of the Libertari
an Party from the other debates

“1 was very disappointed that we were not invit
ed to participate. [ think the public has the right to
hear all of the candidates speak.” Nathan said

The most important issue according to Vander
Ploeg is public safety. He believes that if drugs
were decriminalized there would be more room for

viaolent and other offenders
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