= SPORTS

High-flying

Ducks take on Cougars

Mark McTyre
Urpgon Dady Ermevaid

The Ducks are riding high
after a convincing win in their
Pacific-10 debut of the 1994
season over the then 19th-
ranked USC Trojans and are
now hoping to show the
22nd-ranked  Washington
State Cougars that last week
end wasn’t a fluke

During the last nine meet
ings of this rivalry the com-
bined score, averaging 66 4
points a game, has boen no
lower than 44 points a gamoe,
evien though the Cougars have
had a tough defonse during
most of this span. Last year
was a lHteral war between a
very confident Cougar defon se
and an Oregon offense that
was capable of posting a lot of
points through the air. The
Ducks, with Danny O'Naeil
tore apart the sixth-ranked
Cougar defense at Autzen Sta
dium, 46-23. Danny O'Neil
l""‘“"" for 300 vards for
school-record fifth time, ina
13-9 burst of scoring in the
second half. In the final 15
minutes of the game, the
Ducks racked up 166 vards of
total offense leading to three
touchdowns
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changes heading into this
yeur's game I'he game is
being played in Pullman,

Fony Graziani is making only
his second start of his college
carver in place of the injured
O'Neil, and the Ducks have
ance again many injuries to
the rest of the team
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USC at Oregon 5t
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Uregon at Washington St

37, WsU - 26
31, WU - 7
56 , Oregon - 20
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Dino Philyaw and the Oregon running game will face one of its toughest tests as the 3-2 Ducks travel to 22 WASHINGTON I p.m.

Puliman, Wash. to take on the 22nd-ranked Washington State Cougars. Turn to DUCKS, Page 13 29 ARIZONA I p.m,
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Coming into the 1994 season, the Washing-
ton State University Cougars were a team that
nobody seemed to know how to assess. It was
common knowledge that the Cougars would
have one of the best defenses in the coun-
try after finishing the 1993 season with the
eighth-best defense in the nation. But an
uncertain offense with a new quarterback
would keep the Cougars from garnering too
much national attention in the preseason

With three straight road victories, Wash-
ington State raced up the polls only to suf-
fer its first disappointment of the year last
week at Tennesee allowing its first touch-
down of the young season

“In our first three games we did not allow
the big play.” Washington State coach Mike
Price said. "That didn’t happen against Ten-

nessee "

Despite last week's loss, the Cougars
remain undefeated in Pac-10 play. A 21-0
thumping of the UCLA Bruins showed the

rest of the conference that Washington State’s
team was a threat

Price’s Cougars have taken last week’s nar-
row defeat in stride. They fell five spots in
the polls down to 22, but Price knows that
the non-conference loss to Tennesee is noth-
ing that can’t be overcome with the Pac-10
schedule just starting to heat up

“The loss doesn’t affect our goals at all,”

Price said. “We are still in the Pac-10 and

Turn to COUGARS, Page 13

McNeel benched by torn ligaments in ankle

Kris Henry

Cragon Dasly Emerald

The Oregon volleyball team
got an injury report it hoped
would not come.

Sophomore swing hitter Amy
McNeel will be out at least four
weeks and possibly for the
remainder of the season with
torn ligaments in her left ankle,
volleyball coach Gerry Gregory
said Thursday.

McNeel, a two-year starter for
the Ducks, was injured in the
third game of Wednesday
night's match against Oregon
State at McArthur Court. Her
ankle has been put in a cast to
immobilize the injured area.
McNeel is second on the team
in digs and aces, third in kills
and tied for fifth in blocks.

In another injury update,
freshman quick hitter Dani Cor-
dova is slﬂl nursing a sprained

ankle. She has been sidelined
since she was injured in last
weekond's match against Cali-
fornia. A starter for the Ducks
all season and ranked second
on the team in blocks, Cordova
is expected to be out at least one
week and possibly two

The team will take a breather
from the rigors of Pacific-10
Conference play when it hosts
Cal State Northridge tonight at
7:05 in Mac Court.

The Ducks hope to end their
eight-game skid by taking on
the Matadors, who have a 9-6
overall record in 1994, includ-
ing a 3-3 road mark.

Cal State Northridge trails 3-1
in the series against Oregon,
winning its only match in the
series opener in 1983,

The last time the Ducks and
Matadors met was in 1990, with
Oregon claiming a 3-2 victory.
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TOP 10 TD
Stanford 16
California 13
Arizona 13
Washington 11
usC 9
UCLA 8
19
Oregon St 9
Arizona 5t. 7

Washington St. 6

RALsI0 TOTAL DEFE)

Top 10
WashingtonSt. |
Arizona 4
California 6
Stanford 15
Washington 7
Oregon St. 12
Oregon 12
Arizonast. 1§
UCLA 17
usC 1
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