
Salvaging logs may reduce fire risk 
WASHINGTON 

(AIM — The Forest 
Service is trying to 
shift money away 
from timber sain 
preparations for 
typiuil commercial 
loKK>')K ami toward 

salvage cogging ana <ninnmx in reauce ore 
risks. «n official said Tuesday 

Assistant Agriculture Seovtuy lames l.ynns 
told a joint congressional hearing the agency 
is preparing on aggressive sir Itogy to remove 
dead timber, thin dense stands and inten- 
tionally light some small fire-, m Western 
forests to reduce wood fuel loads licit can lead 
to catastrophic fires 

Lyons promised environmentalists the 
agency would not abuse the salvage program 
h\ using it ns an esc use to cut large, live 
"green" trees, as was done in some cases in 
tile past. 

Hut be added. "Weomnot siniph step Uh k 
and wait for nature to take its course 

Rep. (.eorge Miller. I) (.alii chairman of 
die i louse Natural Resourc i-s Committee and 
several other Western lawmakers pressed 
Lyons for examples cd tilings ( ongress < ould 
do to expedite the salvage logging 

Ri'|> Iic>ii Smith. R-On< am) .Sen. Slade ( ait- 

ton. K Wash are among those who have 
advocated exempting the logging from U S 
environmental laws 

But Lyon* indicated the Agriculture Depart- 
ment, overseeing the Forest Service, should 
lm able to make administrative changes in its 
own budget rules to make more resources 

available for the efforts 
"One of the things we are trying to do is 

oven nini' some cultural barriers within the 
Forest Service that would ensure that salvage 
viles. which until very ns entlv were a small 
part of our program, are as valuable as green 
(live true) sales," Lyons said Tuesday 

"Obviously conditions have changed in the 
West There are millions of acres of salvage 
available It seems to me to lie most prudent 
to make investments in the timber that is 

down or dying and if we don't harvest it soon 
will lie lost, Iteforo we pump additional funds 
bat k into the green sale program,” ho said 

Lyons, assistant set rotary fur natural 
resources and the environment, blamed past 
logging pradii es and fuv suppression poli- 

ies for hug infestations and disease* that have 
increased fire risks in the West 

He ai know lodged some onservatioiilsts 
"will question any management effort that 

include* ruling trees ns a solution to a for- 
est management problem." 

'There dearly remains a fear on the part of 
some that forest health will simply serve as 

an excuse to go bac k to the ways of the past 
when timber targets dominated and perfor- 
mance was measured in board feet rather than 
multiple use accomplishments." Lyons said 

We need to give the public, a better under- 
standing and do a better job of overc oming 
some of the missteps in the past where the 
salvage program was not properly used for its 
original intent," he said 

Lyons said he has Imgun to review a draft 
rejMirt by a s|*s tal team assigned to study for- 
est health problems in Oregon, Washington, 
t aiifomu, Idaho and Montana 

lie said he should have mon> data on short- 
term and long-term irnpni ts of fire in eastern 
and western Orc*gon and Washington by Jan 
uarv Assistant Interior Se< rotary Bob Arm- 
strong said the Interior Department will pre- 
sent (emgress with a comprehensive 
document on wildland fire late this fall. 

Smith and Hep Peter DeLazio. IX )rv com- 

plained that the response was too slow 
Tve been hearing this same litany as long 

as I've been in G ingress,” said DcFazio. who 
was elec ted in 

Postal Service will start taking credit cards 
M.A I 1 I At J — l lit* U..V 

Postal Service is making 
changes to deni with new tm.li- 
oologies and < ustomer 
demands, hut needs more flex 
ihllity In do tin* lies! jot) jinssi 
hit), Postmaster General Mar 
vin Runyon said Tuesday 

"If we re going to reinvent 

government we have to rein- 

vent some of the rules and 
it s something only Congress, I 
think, tan fix." he said 

Runyon made his < moments 
at a breakfast meeting of lot a I 
business leaders, where he 
annount etl that postal cus- 

tomers m Seattle, Denver and 

San Dingo will In* Ohio to buy 
stamps and other mail services 
with < rod it and dobit cards 
beginning next April 

Knnyon said lie plans to ask 
Congress and the Postal Rato 
Commission for ( Ranges to 

help the Postal Service stream- 
line its operations The agency 
wants price-setting procedures 
shortened 'so that we can 

txs ome ns responsive, progres- 
sive and quit k on our feet as 

our competitors." Runyon 
said 

"Right now. it takes up to 10 
months and many hours of tri- 
al like proi endings to change 

postal rates and servii e offer- 
ings 

The Postal Kate (Commission 
is currently considering a 

Postal Sorvii.it request for an 

overall 10.3 pen^nt increase in 
price*, including raising the 
price of a first-class stamp from 
20 < mits to 31 cents 

The last int reaso took affix t 

in February 1901, and the new 

increase could take effect as 

soon as January, Postal Service 
spokesman Prank Brennan 
said. 

One audience member, 
Dolores Alfond of the Nation- 
al Alliance of Families for the 

Return of America's Missing 
Servicemen, complained that 
the Postal Service hadn’t 
issued a stamp honoring 
Ameriian prisoners of war and 
soldiers missing in action, 
despite petitions and a letter 
signed by 82 U S senators 

Runyon said the agency's 
Citizen Stamp Advisory Com- 
mittee bad not recommended 
sue h a stamp. 

"We follow the recommen- 
dations of that committee, and 
1 think probably you should 
present your case to them and 
see if you can convince them 
to change that," he said. 

Environmentalists claim town trying to get rid of them 
JOSFPM (AP) Two leading environ- 

mentalists believe lu< al residents are trying 
to drive them out of their homes in north- 
eastern Oregon because of tlieir outspoken 
views 

Hut Andy Kerr and Ku K Hailey refuse to 
back down 

The men were hanged in effigy on Friday. 
In addition, both have at < used opponents of 
denying them the use of local businesses and 
service*. 

Kerr, executive director of the Oregon Nat- 
ural Resources Council, has a home on Wal- 
lowa Lako near this rustii logging and cat- 
tle town Hailey, executive director of the 
Hells Canyon Preservation Council, lives on 

r 

tin* east side of Joseph 
Both men said Monda> they wen* not upset 

about ln*mg hanged in effigy Indore a week 
end land-use (inference. But they are both- 
ered hy what they claim opponents an* telling 
local business owners if they serve the men 

"Any business that lets us in is boycotted." 
kerr said Both men said they were told it 
would l>e weeks before they could get their 
kitchen ranges fixed, for example. 

"The more they try to run me out. the deep- 
er my nx>ts dig in.” Bailey said. "I'm not going 
to (hi run out of here. This is my home." 

The effigy-burning look place one day 
Indore the Private Property and Federal Land 
Rights Symposium here, which drew alnnit 

100 people. Republican gubernatorial candi- 
date I Vnnv Smith gave the luncheon address. 

Ttie theme of the weekend conference was 
that environmentalists and federal offii ials 
under the Clinton administration are work- 
ing to end commodities use, including grnz- 
ing, logging and mining, across the West. 

More than half of scene Wallowa County 
is under federal control, mostly by the U S. 
Forest Service. 

Timber harvest reductions on the Wallowa- 
Whitman National Forest l ost Joseph, popu- 
lation 1,095, a sawmill this summer A fed- 
eral court injunction (.ante close to forcing 
ranchers to remove large numbers of cattle 
from national forest allotments 

Smith calls 
Kitzhaber’s 
proposal 
‘deception’ 

SALEM (AP) — Denny 
Smith says John Kitzhaber is 
playing a "shell game" with 
his budget proposals, 

Smith, the Republican can- 

didate for governor, on Tues 
d.i\ accused his Demr>cratic 
opponent of a "phony" bud- 
get plan on public, safety 

Kitzhnber claimed his hud 
get would raise public safety 
spending by 10 percent. 
Smith said but it would just 
shift juvenile justice pro 
grams from the Human 
Resourc es Department to the 
(iorrec tions ! lepartment 

Kitzhnber does not propose 
to raise public: safety spend 
ing at all. Smith said. 

"This shifting of programs 
ncc ounts for almost 100 per- 
cent of the $80 million 
increase' Kitzhnber 

claimed.” Smith said. “This 
is exac.'tly the kind of decep- 
tion that adds to the sense of 
alienation and distrust Ore- 
gonians have for govern- 
ment.” 

Kitzhaber spokeswoman 
Rachel Gorlin said if more 

funds are given to the state 
corrections agency's budget, 
it's an increase in corrections 
spending wherever the funds 
came from. 

She said the shift was rec 

ommended by a juvenile jus- 
tice task force headed by 
Attorney General Ted Kulon- 
goski 

Gorlin also said Kitzhaber’s 
plan includes other elements 
to "spend money throughout 
the crime and corrections 
budget smarter. This is not 

simply a paper shift.” 
It was ironic, she said, that 

Smith Complained alrout mis- 
representations after his cam- 

paign canceled two planned 
television advertisements. 

"Someone who has had to 

pull two TV ads for inaccura- 
cies in the last week alone 
probably does not have a 

good grasp of what is decep- 
tive,” Gorlin said. 

Smith killed planner! com- 

mercials saying the former 
congressman never voted for 
a tax increase and that 
Kitzhaber favored early 
release of double murderer 
Russell Obremski. 

UP 'P'p I BREAKFAST (at 9:00) 
r ivrm. lunch <at noon> 

[Uiiivciiiiiy of : Kit i 1 Tiree Kir[ ■ loy ecs Only I 

EARLY RETIREMENT MADE EASY! 
Learn the 5 Secrets to a Successful Retirement 

Topics Include: 
* Understanding Public Employees Retirement System 
* Social Security 
* How To Cut Your Taxes NOW 
* Two Things You MUST Know About TDAs 

SPACE IS LIMITED, RESERVATIONS REQUIRED, CALL 345-7466 
DATEj_ Tuesday, October 11, 1994 TIMEl 9:00a.m. and 12:00noon 

PLACE: EMU Boardroom 
"I recently attended a seminar at the University of Oregon by Retirement Planning Group. The 

aurpose of my attendance was to receive additional information regarding my retirement options. 
The valuable information that I received and the level of professionalism that was displayed, made 
his a very enjoyable seminar.' Mr. Gus Pusateri, Business Manager. Computer Center 

mca concerts northwest presents 
91.9 krvm welcomes the 

tragically 

LIVE! 

Tickets at all Hult Center outlets 
produced in association with Stk House Productions 


