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Changes needed
to protect students

Warning: Your most valuable possession carries the
least protection.

Social Security numbers should be worth more than
an expensive sports car, but they're given the security of
a cheap bicycle.

At this University, where it's better to know a number
than a name, just a[‘;oul everything you need on campus
requires a student identification number, Unless you
request an alternative number when applying for admis-
sion, this number is your Social Security number,

Lost your meal card? Tell the cafeteria worker your
number and you get lunch. Need to register for a class?
Duck Call takes numbers, not names. And if you want to
check a grade, just look for your number posted out-
side a classroom.

Social Security numbers are used everywhere from
class rosters to the backs of photo identifications.
Although these numbers are meant to be confidential,
students and other campus visitors can easily obtain ID
numbers of other students. It's no wonder students are
concerned about their privacy.

Students who use their Social Security numbers for
University IDs are incredibly vulnerable to theft and
fraud crimes that could destroy their credit ratings and
threaten their safety. Since student numbers are used
frequently, this campus is an easy target for potential
criminals.

Social Security numbers are the key to finding any
specific information about a person. With just nine dig-
its, people gain access to bank accounts, credit cards,
addresses and other personal information. Through
Social Security numbers, con artists can learn enough
about a person to assume his or her identity,

The University has used some small precautions to
protect student privacy. But it's not enough.

Some professors still post full Social Security num-
bers when listing student grades, despite a reminder
from University administrators not to do so. This sum-
mer, more than 800 Social Security numbers were post-
ed outside of a classroom, serving as an open invitation
for fraud and theft, clearly violating student rights.

Professors should respect student privacy by finding
alternative ways of posting grades. Some professors
have tried posting only the last four digits of student
numbers, while others use code words to list grades.
Another solution would be to issue numbers specifi-
cally for the purpose of grade posting. Whatever the
method, Social Security numbers should not be open to
the public eye.

University officials also need to let students know that
they do not have to use their Social Security number for
their student ID. Give students a choice.

When Social Security was first organized in the
1930s, numbers were issued on the basis of strict confi-
dentiality. Citizens kept their numbers safe in deposit
boxes and vaults. Let's work to keep those numbers pri-
valte,
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WE CAN WORK TOGETIER
ON WORLD TROUBLE SPOTS, SURE,
BUT EVEN THOUGH I'M COMING
FROM A STRONG POSITION AT HOME,
THERE'S ONLY SO MUCH T CAN
DO TO HELP YOUR DOMESTIC
POLITICAL SITUAT/ON.

YOU'RE ENJOYING
THIS, AREN'T You.

VES. NOw LET ME TELL You
AT WJERE GONG TO DO = 3
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B LETTERS
Sidewalk Faire?

I am writing in concern of the
market along a portion of East
13th Avenue, the recent street
faire. Although the stalls held
objects of interest and good food,
I feel it was not well planned to
have the stalls facing the street
itsall. This caused traffic jams for
both bicyclists and pedestrians
It destroys the point of having
sidewalks if pedestrians are going
to block the road for those per-
sons on bicycles trying to get to
class on time. 1 did not appreci-
ate receiving dirty looks from
people looking at merchandise
while I was riding my bike where
the law says to. The omganizers of
the street faire should consider
facing the stalls toward the side-
walk so that those interested
could stop and browse without
creating chaos on the street

Shannon Terry
Student

(Cough)

I recently meandered through
the EMU Ant Gallery for a look at

the (cough) “Uncensored Cele-.

bration” exhibit, and a couple of
questions come to mind.

First, since when does the con-
cept of “uncensored” include
hanging black curtains in front of
anything that might be deemed
offensive by morally tender mem-
bers of our society? Hello! We're

ed of numerous cross-shaped
\\'(){I(l"l‘ frulnu_-. “'i:h p('lilll!'l'
méiché body parts, leaning on
crutches. There were hearts hang-
ing at chest level, intestines fes-
tooned around the abdominal
area, various unidentifiable
chunks of meat here and there,
and prominently affixed to each
at crotch level, a set of male gen-

itals — some complete and some
incomplete,

Is this little discrepancy due to
the differing themes of the two
shows? War as opposed 1o incest
and homosexuality? Is it because
the Randles exhibit displayed
male genitals and most of the
(cough) uncensored pieces fea-
ture women? Are the folks run-
ning the exhibits more uptight
now than four years ago, or are
students more easily offended?

Then again, and | know this is
laughably optimistic, perhaps the
curtains are there to make some
sort of ironic statement on the
purpose of censorship ... nah,
that would mean giving credit to
the intelligence of students, and
the powers that be wouldn’t want
to do that.

Teresa Knezek
Political Science

No more cages

I always thought the EMU
Gallery deserved more attention
However, the black curtains are
not what I had in mind. Rather
than rail against the curtailed
minds of the EMU administration
who wish to keep controversial
art hidden in the technicality that
a public causeway (a.k.a. the
EMU Gallery) does not allow
those passing through it o
“choice,” I suggest that they quit
with the twinkie defense and give

the curator be justifiably hired as
a student curator unless she is
given some autonomy in hanging
art that needs to be seen and not
censored?

Quit waiting for the next con-
troversy. In every community col-
lege and university that | have
ever visited, there is a place in
their student unions for a gallery.

—

Not a hallway, not a closet, but
at least more than seven narrow
glass cages and a barricaded wall
where getting close means setting
off an alarm. Get with it! Uni-
versity President Dave Frohn-
mayer's brother John (former
chairman of the NEA) has said,
“It's the artist's duty to tell the
truth and raise hell.” How can
truth ever happen behind the
Iron Curtain?

My eternal support and con-
fidence in the Cultural Forum
and Anna Spickerman is prompt-
ed by shows such as “See No
Evil.” Provide them with the abil-
ity to do their jobs or quit pre-
tending you have the student
bodv’'s interests at heart.

Tori W. Orr
Fine Art and English

Save Amazon

I attended the forum given by
the Amazon tenants Thursday
and I came away convinced, con-
trary to the views of Dave Frohn-
mavyer and some of his advisors,
that to build new Amazon hous-
ing rather than rehabilitating cur-
rent housing would be a great
waste of money. (1 do have some
reservations, however.)

I therefore believe that the
Amazon tenants should draft two
letters: one to be sent to all state
legislators and one to many
potential donors of money (such

whom are corporate executives,
to send their own financial
experts to realistically evaluate
costs. For example, they should
include the value of the “sweat
equity” of those very bright ten-
ants that, at $10 per hour over 50
years, could exceed $20 million.

Daniel Weiner, Ph.D

Eugene
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