
Pledges left waiting for bids after sororitv rush 
Abe Estlmada 
OcJgan Oa*y fmwM) 

rhree hundred pledges received bids to join 11 soror- 

ity chapters Saturday night, said Shelly Sutherland. 
adviser for the University. However, pledges were forced 
to wait on the on the lawn near Geriinger Hall for two 
hours before receiving their bids In past years, pledges 
received their bids upon arrival. 

"It was frustrating." said one freshman pledge, she 
pledge did not want to reveal her name or the name of 
her house for fear of shaming her chapter. "I i an tell you 
that 200 other girls felt the same way. You're already ner- 
vous as it is. and now we had to wait." 

During rush week, pledges choose the house they want 
to join by scratching in their picks on n Sc antron type sheet A computer matches the rusbees' picks with the 
houses' choice of pledges 

Rumors were circulating that some pledgos did not 
receive bids that night or received two bids Pledges are 

supposed to receive only one bid from one house 
Another rumor said that a computer malfunction was to 
blame for the delay. Sutherland dismisses all of those 
rumors. 

“Everybody there got a bid," she said "We delayed 
giving the bids for two hours bec ause we wanted to make 

sun- we got it right .Sutherland explained that she and 
the rest of the sorority oxer utive count il did not have 
enough time to double t he< k the act urncv of the com 

putor hid lists 
Each sorority ret eived its hitl list at .1 to p in Satur- 

day. after the football game. The pledges were supposed 
to receive their invitations at *> p m Sutherland and 
executive count tl members had onh an hour and a half 
to mnlve sure the c omputer hid lists were correct 

"Several sororities called in to ask why they didn't get 
a certain pledge They wanted to make sure it wasn't a 

computer mistake." Sutherland said. She and executive 
council members had to pore over the lists and t on fir in 
that a pledge did get the correct hid 

“Normally, we would've given the lists to the chapters 
earlier so they could have time to question things. 
Suthertiand said "The rush ( hairs didn't v\ ant the hid 
lists given early bei a use they didn’t want the pledges 
hearing about the bids early at the football game 

Sutherland blamed mut h of the confusion on the foot- 
hall game She said sorority members and pledges were 
late getting back from the game When asked why the bid 
lists were given on the same day as a football game rather 
than on a Sunday as in years past. Sutherland said that 
the sororities wanted to use the following Sunday to get 

ready for classes. 
"It\ part of our effort to concentrate on academic 

advising this year." she said. 
What is academic advising'” another pledge said 

when asked if the sororities had received any during 
rush week. “The only jteople w ho got academic advising 
were the to girls who did not register for classes out of 
the -t(M! (pledges) I don't rememlier me or anyone 1 knew 
getting any academic advising because we were so busy 
visiting eat h of the houses and going to parties." 

A third pledge pointed out that the I’anhellenic Coun- 
cil seemed disorganized Sutherland said that the disor- 
ganization was merely a perception based on the fn< t that 
pledges and rush hairwnmen may have lawn less famil- 
iar w ith "new regulations’' mini ted by the exm utive 
council over the past year These new regulations 
ha used on spending less, ai adomii advising and more 
communication between the pledges and the sorority 
members 

t.nurel Parrish, rush chairwoman for the I’anhellenn 
Council, refused to comment on w hat happened Satur- 
day night Everything was correct We were making 
sure everything was cornu t I will not he giv ing any 
mure details Mv opinions will not he given to the 
press," she wild 

CREDIT 
Continued from Page 1A 

Kent got the information from the Uni- 
versity Ford credit report. 

tn just a few months, the card was at its 
credit limit and the bank began to request 
overdue payment. 

By January 1OT4. the bank wrote the debt 
off as a loss and flagged Kent s account as 
a risk, Kent said. 

"The bank didn't even try to notify me." 
he said. 

In May. Kent begun gathering the infor- 
mation himself by requesting a copy of his 
credit report from Equifax, a credit report- 
ing agency in Atlanta. The agency allows 
one free report to anyone who asks, which 
is required by law. 

Kent said he filed repeated applications 
for his free report but after 10 weeks, he 

received nothing. 
The i'meroW tried contacting Kquifax 

for comment but only reac hed repeated 
voice mail boxes. 

"Their voice mail system is cavernous," 
Kent said. “It's just n clearing house and 
they're trying only to sell you their ser 
vices." 

In July, Kent contac ted TRW Credit Ser- 
vices, another reporting agency, for the 
credit information. 

After four weeks he received the report, 
but it ret orded activity only from January 
1994 and not the earlier period that he 
needed. 

To prosecute, Kent needs the amount, 
the bank name and the jHirpetrator's name 
— information the salesman wouldn't give 
him. Without it. police won't investigate 
the case. 

'Basically. I'm dead in the waterbecau.se 
it takes so muc h time," Kent said, who was 

hired lust August by Kaufer Miller C.mii- 
munications in Seattle. a public rotations 
firm Tvo got a now |ob lh.it I iukkI to fix us 

on. not this." 
Other options for Kent could in< lude 

hiring <i prtvnle investigator or subsi rib 
mg to one of the rodit reporting sorvii os. 
both of which could cost hundreds of dol- 
lars. 

That's money Kent said ho doesn't have. 
Kent plans on contacting the Universi- 

ty Alumni Association for help next 
This isn't the first time Kent's had trou- 

ble with mail directed to his old fraterni- 
ty address 

Last year, he received a hill for eight 
compact discs from a music club he didn't 
join. 

Hut Kent, who won't name the fraler 
nity, doesn't blame the house 

"I'm not going to hurt a brother." he said. 
"For all I know, someone ould tie running 

a scam through the fraternity 
If anyone deserves blame its tlm bank 

that Mint the application, Kent sjnci 
"If they think you're such a great cred- 

it risk, to send you an application, why 
don't they bother to look up your t orrect 
address?” he sj»id. 

Kent is again receiving consumer cred- 
it for small purchase* but still fearshow 
his poor credit rating will affect him in 
the future, if he gets married and wants to 

buy a house 
Hut his biggest worry is who will harm 

him next 
“You can lock your doors and bar your 

windows, but how do you protect your 
identity?” he said. "(Fraud) can ruin 
you." 

If anyone wants to report information 
on this case, contact Detective fun Green 
of the Kugenn Police Department's fraud 
Unit at 341-5837. 

BACK TO SCHOOL FUTON SALE 
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RIVIERA 
Full Si/t* Frame 
All Cotton Futon 

$199 
HOURS: 

MON.-FRI 11 to 6 
SAT 11 to 5 
SUN Noon to 4 

< 

ROCK SOFT 

FUTON 

CALGARY 
Full Size Frame 
All Colton Futon 

$229 

' 
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| Pine 1*'ramc 
Cotton Futon 

l uin Si/e 

I $129 
CAMPUS AREA 
1231 ALDER ST. ♦ 688-5069 


