
Rwandan refugees stay put 

NORTHWEST 

KIGALI, Rwanda (AIM 
— The United Nations 
called off its program to 
return thousands of 
refugees to their homes in 
Rwanda on Wednesday, 
as II.N investigators 
began looking into allega- 
tions of revenge killings 

by the new government's amn 
Officials sm<i thov would also investigate how 

much the United Notions' own refugee agencv 
helped create a new climate of fear in Rwanda 

The U N suspended convoys that were to have 
taken up to 4.000 refugees a dnv. mostly Hutus. 
from camps in southwest Rwanda hack to their 
homes in other parts of the country Officials said 
there were not enough people w illing to go in the 
convoys. 

"We had many indications people were wait- 
ing for transport and we thought we wouldn't he 
able to cope, but something has obviously hap- 
pened." said Maj. Joan-Guy Plante, the l N. mili- 
tary spokesman in Kigali "I think it comes from 
being scored." 

The U N. High Commission for Refugees last 
week accused troops of Rwanda's new Tutsi-led 
government of carrying out reprisal killings against 
Hutus. the majority ethnic group in Rwanda The 
accusation exacerbated fears in Rwanda, where 
500,000 people — mostly minority Tutsis were 

killed in ethnic massacres earlier this year 
Plante said 20 investigators would go to Rwanda 

to meet with U N human rights monitors about 
allegations that the Tutsi-led Rwandan Patriotic 
Force killed hundreds of Hutus after sei/.mg pow 
er in July. The RPF has denied the allegations and 
said it would cooperate with the investigators 

U N. military commanders in Rwanda say they 
are skeptical that vengeance killings have gone 
beyond isolated incidents embellished by rumor 

"We're getting numerous reports of the same 

thing, every one different and you can l>et the last 
one has 50 dead." said Maj. Robert I.idstono. a 

U.N. operations officer 
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An estimated d "00 refugees have fled 

to Burundi. Ruanda's southern 
neighbor, since Monday 

When Tutsi-led rebels seized power in July, 
more than a million Hutus fle<l lo neighboring 
countries, fearing retribution for the massai res of 
Tutsis About 400,000 other Hutus took refuge in 
southwest Rwanda in a safe zone set up by French 
troops. 

U N ofiii ials have tried to convince the refugees 
it is safe to return home Hut they said this week 
that more refugees are once again leaving Rwanda 
than lire going bar k 

An estimated t.700 refugees have fled to Bunin* 
di, Rwanda's southern neighbor, since Monday, 
and 1' N officials and Western journalists report- 
ed a new exodus of Hutus heading west into Zaire 
In I’anzania. on Rwanda's eastern border, the 
number of refugees flowing into the main camp 
there has doubled from about (00 to 600 a day in 

the past week. n< cording to military officials 
The UNHCR said last week that it had gathered 

evidence from more than 200 witnesses of an 

"unmistakable pattern of killing and persecution" 
of Hutus In August and early September Refugees 
arriving this week in Zaire tokl of mass killings 
arrests and harassment by Tutsi soldiers 

I'he climate of fear has been fueled bv a propa- 
ganda ampnign by supporters of the ousted Hutu 
government who don't want refugees to go home 

U N. troops are still finding piles of corpses, 
apparently the victims of the Hutu massacres 

Plante said the troops hadn't reported finding any 
mass graves of more recent victims 

The findings of the U N investigation w ill he 
released after they have lnatri reported to Sis rotary* 
Genera! Boutros Boutros-Ghali, who ordered the 

inquiry 

Oregon State University 
group cures sick plants 

HKRMISTON IAI’) — I’hil Hamm finds it difficult to c om- 

municate with his patients 
"Our patients don't talk to us. so we havn to use other things 

to figure met what the beast is." Hamm said. "Plants get dis- 
eases just like people do. hut ihov'ro not the same diseases 

A plant pathologist at the Hormiston Agricultural Kesean h 
and Extension Center, Hamm heads the Plant Diagnostic lab- 
oratory for Oregon State University There, he and a team deter- 
mine just what ails crops coming out of lex al gardens or farms 

"My job is to take those new < rops. figure out the problems 
and combat that problem," Hamm said 

The team works with anything that nils a plant, including 
many diseases caused by Ixu teria, fungi and viruses that affect 
potatoes, onions and melons, three of the most commonly 
grown crops in the area In recent months, it has put forth a 

spe< lal effort to identify problems assex inter! with relatively 
new high-value < rops squashes, peppers, carrots and lima 
beans. 

Ke< entlv. Hamm was working on a rotted onion that a grow 
er brought in The diagnosis was simple. Hamm said, and he 
quit klv determined that the grower had a x east problem in the 
crop 

The doctoring prot ess requires identifu atom of signs and 
symptoms, a < hei k of sc lentifii journals and ixioks that might 
identify them and then tissue tests Hamm said 

Ilolding a nitting potato,! latum nuidn't hold Ikm k lus enthu- 
siasm These are nice, if you're a plant pathologist," he said 

f 'util l'i'l 1, the university had only one plant clinic in t or- 

xallis and the Hermiston lab sent its samples there (.rowers 
had to wait a week for a diagnosis, Hamm said. 

The lab now provides quii k, at t urate information On sum 

mer day s, the lab (an have up to 1(H) alters, 1 lemm said luist 
year, the plant diagnostii team prtx esscxl more than 7,000 sun 

pies half from homeowners and grosvers. the other half from 
Oregon State researc hers who test varieties for pest resistance 
and experiment with c hemicals and other means of disease 
control 

New viruses or diseases vx ill call for muc h xvork from the 
lab The lab's toughest diagnostic job so for lx>gaii more than a 

year and a half ago xvhen a sic k pepper plant xvas brought in 
"We found three viruses including one that xv.is never report- 
ed fxifore in Oregon, Hamm said 

Fbr less than a dollar a day 
both will give pu the power you need to 

survive this semester. 
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With an Apple Computer Loan, it's raw easier than e\w to buy a Macintosh’ personal 
computer. In fact, with .Apples special low interest and easy terms, you can own a Mac* for 
as little as $23 per month.’ Buy any select Macintosh now and you'll also get something no 

oilier computer offers, the Apple student software set It includes a program designed to help 
you with all aspects of writing papers A personal orgaruzer/calendar created specifically for 
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students (the only one of its kind) And die Internet Companion to help you tap into on-line 
resources for researching your papers It even includes ClartsWorks, an integrated package 
complete widi database, spreadsheet, word processing software and more. All at special 
low student pricing With an offer tins good, it$ the best time ever to 

discover the power every student needs Tlie power to be your best' 
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Microcomputer Support Center 
202 Computing Center • 346-4402 

Monday-Friday, 9am 5pm • e-mail: mpp@oregon 
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