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Marketing director happy with number two slot

By Edward Kiopfenstein

Cragon Dty Emoeada

Christopher Simpson speaks in
paradoxes

He loves staying at home with
his two dogs, two kids and wife
of 14 years, but works 14- 1o 16-
hour days

He said he strives to be at the
top but prefers the No. 2 slot

As director of the new Office
of Communications and Market-
ing, he said the University was
his ultimate career goal, but he
left for Indiana University and an
$87,500 a yoear job

Christopher Simpson left aftor
only 11 months at the Universi
ly

“The job that I have is the quin
tessential, behind-the-scenes,
number two person,” Simpson
said of his new slot in Indiana as
the executive assistant to Presi-
dent Myles Brand, former Uni-
versity president

“I want nothing out of it.... The
only thing that I ask is that I be
allowed the opportunity to con-
tinue to work with him (Brand),
and I'm very fortunate that | can
have that opportunity,” he said

I'he administration’s decision

to bring Simpson to the Univer-
sity was the result of a school in
Measure 5 chaos, trying to over-
come the stigma of a $42 million
budget shortfall without dis-
couraging prospective students,

He represented the Universi-
ty's bullhomn, blasting the “glass-
half-full™ message

“You've got hundreds of dif-
ferent messages going out, and
they're very diffuse. There's no
rhyme or reason,” Simpson said
in a recent interview. “'So what
you do is get everyone singing off
the same sheet.”

Singing off the same sheet
means developing a marketing
plan, changing the University's
old News Bureau into a more effi-
clent selling machine — the cur-
rent Office of Communications
and Marketing — and reaching
possible University supporters
directly, instead of through the
media

The work represents most of
his career — being on the cutting
edge without being in the lime-
light

“What | get the most satisfac-
tion from professionally is work-
ing with the CEQ or somebody

MECHAE L SO F AT meran:
Former marketing director
Christopher Simpson left the Uni-
versity in August to continue his
work with former president Myles
Brand.

like Myles Brand where I can
help them be successful. | have
no desire to be out in front, no
desire to be CEQ, and | have no
desire 1o be president of the Uni-
versity,” Simpson said. “But, |
enjoy being on that level once
removed to where you can be in
the exciting part of it and you can
just do your job quietly in the
background.”

At 38, he’s worked on Capitol
Hill as a national reporter, cov-

ering the Challenger Shuttle dis-
aster and Michael Dukakis' pres-
idential campaign. and was Sen
Strom Thurmond’s press secre-
tary before tumning to higher edu-
cation

During Simpson’s days as a
Washington Times national beat
reporter, Kenneth Henner, now
the editor for the paper’s nation-
al desk, said Simpson was unique
among reporters and editors
because he could walk through
the fires of the Washington, D.C
political scene without getting
burned

Simpson said, "It can get to
you in Washington. It can eat you
alive. | mean, Washington is just
overrun with people who have
inside-the-beltway mentality.
They've gotten eaten up com-
pletely. | still have a lot of friends
there, many of which turned into
jorks.”

“He often came across light-
hearted,” Henner said. “That's
not a bad thing. That’s just who
he was."”

Professionally, Simpson finds
his strength through his rela-
tionship with Thurmond, the
Republican senator from South

Carolina.

Thurmond was one of the most
powerful voices in support of seg-
regation during the 1940s and
1950s. In that period, Thurmond
did everything possible to delay
civil rights legislation. He once
tackled a fellow senator in the
hallway to stop a Senate quorum

But with a larger African-
American constituency emerging
in the 1960s, Thurmond switched
to the Republican Party and offi-
cially came out against segrega-
tion in 1964

Simpson finds everything
about the 90-year-old Thurmond
captivating and said the senator
has been a role model in his pro-
fessional development.

“For me, personally, watching
him work 16-hour days, six days
a week, working on the major
issues of the country and bal-
ancing a family life and having
extremely high moral and ethical
principles — he taught me an
enormous amount,” Simpson
said.

“When you go through some-
thing like that with anybody,
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Pair of unlisted classes to focus on minority groups under the law

By Meg Dedolph

Crogon Dady E e aicd

I'wo faculty members form the law school, in
conjunction with the ethnic studies department,
are offering a pair of classes on minorities and the

law this yvear
These classes
other on Chicanos

one focusing on Asians and the

or an opportunity for discrimination against peo-
ple who don’t speak English.”

Bender said he wanted to emphasize the abuses
Spanish-speaking people suffer as, for example,
consumers or recipients of governmen! services

Bender described a California Supreme Court

case in which it was ruled that an aspirin manu-

Other classes not in full schedule

will be taught outside of the
law school

Elizabeth Ramirez, the director of the ethnic
studies department, said the president of the Uni
versity and the deans of the College of Arts and
Sciences have been supportive of the new cours
es and the department in general

“The College of Arts and Sciences ' deans have
gone out of their way to be supportive,” Ramirez
said. “They found us new offices on the third Noor
of Gerlinger.”

“Wa're really trying to build a program and
we're excited to have the facilities to do it. There's
just a really positive view of this new program,”
she said

Steven Bender, an associate pmh-.t.-.ur who is
teaching Chicanos and the Law, said the winter
class will be about language issues, and how Span-
ish-speaking people are treated

“1 decided to focus on language because | think
that's going to be the issue in coming years,” Ben-
der said. “It's either a way for people to be taken
advantage of who don’t understand the language

facturer did not have to print warnings about
Reye's Syndrome, a potentially fatal disorder, in
Spanish, even though the aspirin was marketed
to Spanish-speaking people

The course will also include a discussion of Eng-
lish-only rules in the workplace and elsewhere,
which Bender said he expects to see increase,
whether or not there is a constitutional right to
bilingual education.

He cited two cases: one, in which a California
food processing plant prohibited workers from
speaking Spanish while on the job to allay other
emplovees’ fears that they were being talked about,
and the second, in which an Oregon tavern owner
asked Spanish-speaking patrons to sit at corner
tables rather than at the bar to keep them from dis-
turbing other people

Bender's decision to teach this class, which is
based on his research, came during last vear's
debates on multiculturalism

“There was an exodus from the campus of some
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Plus we RENT/BUY/SELL Movies (VHS)
770 E. 13th - Eugene - 345-2568 - 10-6 Mon-Sun
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Halogen & Xenon
headlights
from Eagle,
Cat Eye,
Vista Light
& Nice Lite

Sale Ends
10-31-94
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Acerbis, Apex, Zelal & Norco

Hlesport

446 East 13th Avenue, Eugene (Next to the Bijou)
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