Classes focus on minority legal issues

By Meg Dedolph
Oregon Dasly Emerald

Two law faculty, in conjunction with the eth-
nic studies department, are offering two classes on
minorities and the law this vear

These classes — one focusing on Asians and the
other on Chicanos — will be taught outside of the
law school.

Elizabeth Ramirez, the chairperson of the ethnic
studies department, said the president of the Uni-
versity and the deans of the College of Arts and Sci-
ences have been supportive of the new courses and

bilingual education.

He cited two cases: one, in which a California
food processing plant prohibited workers from
speaking Spanish while on the job to allay other
employees’ fears that they were being talking about,
and the second, in which an Oregon tavern owner
nsked Spanish-speaking patrons to sit at corner
tables mther than at the bar to keep them from dis-
turbing other people

Bonder's decision to teach this class, which is
based on his research, came during last year's

the department in goneral

“The College of Arts and Sciences deans have
gone out of their way to be supportive,”’ Ramirez
said. “"They found us new offices on the third Noor

of Gerlinger."”

“We're really trying to build a program and we're
excited 1o have the facilities to do it There's just
a really positive view of this new program," she

said,

Steven Bender, an associate professor at the law
school who is teaching Chicanos and the Law, said
the winter class will be about language issues, and
how Spanish-speaking people are treated
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CRN 16417/16418, will be offered Tues-
days fall term from 4 p.m. to 6.50 p.m. for
four credits in room 301 Condon Hall

andthe Law, ES 410/510,

debates on multicultumlism

“There was an exodus from the campus of some
of our most spectacular minority students who felt
the classes had little relevance to them,” Beander

“1 decided to focus on language because | think  sald. I saw the ethnic studies department had o

that's going to be the issue in coming years,” Ben
der said. “It's vither u way for people to be taken

lack of courses, l‘s\.’ﬂllmlhiﬂ'l'l and decided to teach
about what | was working on."

ndvantage of who don't understand the language or He also hopes that by teaching o law class to

an opportunity for discrimination against people

who don’t speak English.”

He sanid he wanted 1o emphasize the abuses of
Spanish-speaking people as, for example, consumers
or recipients of government services

Bender described a California Supreme Court case
in which it was ruled that an aspirin manufacturer
did not have to print warnings about Reye's Syn-
drome, a potentially fatal disorder. in Spanish, even ested at the undergraduate lovel

ing people.

I'he course will also include a discussion of Eng
lish-only rules in the workplace and elsewhere,
which Bender said he expects 1o see increase and
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schools. Bender said law schools are being encour
nged to increase the number of minority applicants,
particularly Chicanos and Latinos
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‘The Chamber’ great summer novel

By Kaly Soto
Oregon Daly Emerald

Sliced bread? Well, maybe not
but John Grisham's novels do
seem to be very hot property
these days.

T'he Chamber, his latest effort
is no different. Once again the
story is sel in Mississippi and
deals with murder, racism and
justice.

Though Grisham does not have
the ability to make his prose flow
like poetry the way that fellow
southerner William Faulkner did
he is still tells an interesting sto-
ry

This story has all the elements
of a Grisham novel: racism,
crime, punishment, justice.

As far as story lines go, this one
is not complicated. Sam Cayhall,
the book's main character, is on
death row in Mississippi's noto-
rious Parchman prison. His crime
is murder. Cayhall, a former
member of the Ku Klux Klan
member was convicted of a
bombing in which the twin sons
of a Jewish lawyer were killed.

After two unsuccessful trinls Cay
hall is finally convicted of mur
der in the third

As the book opens Cayhall has
fired his legal counsel and is
attempting to procead through
the appeals process acting as his
own counsel. Then something
happens. Cayhall gets a visit from
a4 young and enthusiastic lawyer
from the west, Adam Hall

Hall has been working death
penalty cases for a very short
period of time, unlike most of his
colleagues he is oxcited as
opposed to daunted by the
prospect of helping Cayhall nav-
Ignte through the last slinges ( f his
appeals process. At the heart of
this novel is the death penalty
debate.

From the time the sudience is
introduced to Cayhall he is made
out to be a man of little visible
remorse. But, as the book goes on
Grisham tries to make the audi-
ence sympathetic to Cayhall
Sympathy is hard to muster,
however, because of the nature
and brutality of Cayhall's crime

Grisham seems to hint at the
harshness of Cayhall's upbring
ing as » contributing factor to his
life of crime, but it doesn’t wash

The last half of this novel is
dedicated to the last hours of Cay-
hall and the waiting even for the
reader (or listener, | actually lis-
tened to this book on tape] 1s like
being slowly suffocated. Even
though Cayhall is not a charscter
who arouses much sympathy, his
situation 18 heartwrenching
Toward the end of the book Cay-
hall is more than ready for the
execution to take place. Even
though Hall makes every effort to
got it stayed Cayhall makes peace
with his destiny

I'hough the main purpose of
this book seems to be to create n
convincing argument against the
death penalty. If that was the
purpose of the book Grisham
failed. It would have been made
better if the main character
wasn't such a despicable guy. If
the purpose of this book was to
entertain, then Grisham was
right on target
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¢ Legal Services handles a wide range of legal problems
from divorces to landlord tenant disputes.

¢ There is never a consultation or settlernent fee
¢ Legal Services staff members are experienced, qualified

professionals.

¢ Legal Services are FREE to current fee-paying U of O

students.
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Contact Legal Services, EMU, Room 334
{Third fioor above the Fish Bowl).

Or call 346-4273 10 set up an appointment.
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