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Baseball fans missing point of strike; owners to blame 

ow ihiil lh<’ ImmswII strike 
is into its snconil week, 

JL it's time to clear up some 

mini 'inceptions about thin little 
lalmr dispute 

first of nil. the players >iro not 
to blame this time Most people 
are under the impression that the 
playnni are striking lw< auw they 
want more money from the own- 

ers The average working stiff is 

crying about the players making 
too mill h money as it is. Cry nil 
you want, hut how inui h the 
players make is pretty much irrel- 
evant in this strike 

Yes, the players make way too 
mm h Yes. doctors anil teal hers 
deserve to make more than Har- 
ry Bonds and R<■ Id>y Bonilla But 
when |ih> from Mu higan calls in 
to a radio talk show and bores 
ev i-rylaxlv with his rehashing of 
this startling revelation that ath- 
letes are severely over paid, it 
becomes painfully clear that he 
is missing the point ail togeth- 
er. 

It has almost become cliche 
now. but the players didn't hold 
a gun to the owners heads and 
fori e them to fork out all this 
money. The fad is that Barry 
Bonds and Ken tlriffey |r fill sta- 

diumn Thousands of funs pay 
their SUJ for parking. SVSifO for 
n tii ki t. S5 a Ix-i-r. and S-t a hot 
dog to see Bonds knock it out of 
the park. That's why Bonds 
makes what ho makes He mom 

than justifies his earnings by his 
performance combined with the 
fan appeal that goes with his 
greatness 

Now Joe in Mil higan is prolwi 
lily a middle class working kind 
of guy that appreciates the value 
of a dollar He’s probably a lit- 
tle bit jealous of the enormous 

incomes of these players as well 
But w hat |on from Mu higan 
should ns.ogni/e is that while the 
players make the exorbitant 
amounts of money that they do, 
they still have the right to prod* | 
that 

The owners want to nnje.se a 

salary cap that would severely 
limit the amount of money play- 
ers could make Mow- would Joe 
from Michigan like it he walked 
into work one day and there 
stood his l*>ss with the nows that 
In- would only lie able to make 
$7-nn-hour for the dum I ion of hts 
employment at that company. II 
|oe from Mil higan was in a 

union, they certainly would have 
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something to s«y about that. Ami 
this is exactly what the ha si‘hall 
players union i* doing. 

It's really time (or Amenta to 
wake up. The fan* are just as 

responsible as the owners ami 
players for the salaries that 
today * athletes make. Before the 
strike hit, baseball was on a 

record-sotting pace for alter)- 
dance Bond* makes S/ million 
a year because the fans will pay 
to set* him play All these people 
are running around *t reaming 
alejut how unfairly the fans are 

Iteing treated in this whole miss. 

Well, the bad news is nothing 
in life is lair The President of the 
United States makes about 
S200.0OU a year to make deci- 
sions that affect liu* entire world. 
Uta tors save lives, licit they too 

do not even make what a Mike 
Morgan makes in a y«•»»r 

Now i( wn could turn sa\ mg 
live* into a sjmrt in which mil- 
lion* of fans would fill stadiums 
to watch then they would make 
what major league lieseliail play- 
ers make Indeed, in a perfect 
world doctors would garner the 
most money, and the President 
and *|xirt* columnists would fol- 
low c losely behind. 

The strike is ac tually quite 
entertaining to follow When a 

baseball curd dealer in New York 
dumps 2.000 cards off a roof, 
that's entertaining When a sports 
fan calls in to a show and brags 
about his drunken exploits at a 

local bar (chopping up baseball 
memorabilia in a tree shredder), 
that's funny It’s scary to Ihtnk 
that there are people out there 
that really think that they make 
a difference in a situation like 
Ibis Who do they think they're 
hurting, anyway? It just si-ems to 
make sense that dumping valu- 
able cards off a roof would tech- 
nically represent lost income for 
that card dealer Alxiul the only 
thing that could possibly come 

out ol these types of behavior is 
a free beer or a round of high- 

five* from buddies 
S«i who do «c blame (or the 

strike? The most logical faction 
to blame is the ownora. They 
can't even unite to present their 
c ase The strike is really about 
owners versus owners. In short, 
the owners are a miss l Inder the 
guidance of management nego- 
tiator Richard Kavilch, the own- 

ers aren't sure what they're doing. 
This whole problem started 

with the owners realizing that 
there whs a problem with the 
smaller market teams not being 
able to turn a profit. So instead 
of just implementing a revenue 

sharing plan, they had to dmg the 
salary cap issue into it, further 
complicating the issue. The play- 
ers are basically bystanders in 
this whole fins* o. 

The players don’t want to be 
on strike Does anybody really 
think that Tony Gwynn wants to 
be on strike.' He was a serious 
threat to hit -HX) this season. How 
about Matt Williams, Frank 
Thomas, or Greg Maddux? This 
was to la; a record-breaking sea- 

son for each of them. 

Chris Metz is the Emerald- 
sports txhlor. 
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Quid • Pool • Satinas 
• Wfi)>hl Koom 

2 Bedroom I 1/2 Bath 

687-1318 
FAX 687-0793 

On Spencer Huilr, cumrr of iVmakl & hi liolkiw, Si'., t u|t nr 

Great Location! Wont last! 

Spacious 3 bdrm 
less than 1 block from 

campus. 
Covered parking, 
laundry facilities. 

461-0199 or 344-5756 

Rooms available tn 

beautiful histone house 
Less than one block from 
campus All utilities paid 

Groups welcome. 
344-5756 then 461-0199 

CAMPUS TWINS 
735 E. 14th 

Studio Apartments: $330/month, $120 fee 
Private Bath/Shower, Veranda 

Share Kitchen with One 

Quiet, Furnished 

343-1009 
Forrrjt P Bowman & C.o. 

von Klein Property Management 
_ Largest Campus Selection 

Studios 
Furnished & Unfurnished 

Many 
Locations! 

Taking Fall Reservations 
485-7776 • 1301 Ferry 

r 1 

WALKING DISTANCE TO CAMPUS! 
• Unbeatable Value • 

Eugene Manor 
1050 Ferry Street ▲ 484-7441 

• Studios 1-2 bedrooms starting at $410 
• Include all utilities and cable 
• On site management/laundry 
• Charming high-nse building 

Professionally Managed with Care1 
> 915 Oak. Suite 200 485-6991 

At PHEASANT PARK «!» A P A R T M E N T S ^ 

we are now renting and taking applications. 

1. 2, 6j 3 bedrooms 

Playground 
Beautiful landscaping 
Basketball court 

W Tanning sitlon 

/Vv fitness & recreation room 

#) Full laundry facilities 
® Recycling facilities 

WP On-site bus stop 
« Off-street parking 

Office Hours: 
Mon-Frt 11 am-7pm. 

Sat-Sun 12-5pm 
(503) 747-5411 

475 Lindale Dr. N • Springfield, OR 97477 

Looking for u EXCELLENT SIndent Residence? 

THE COLLEGIAN 
Across the street from campus <^> 

• Huge closets 
• Private bathrooms 

• • Air-conditioned 
< 

• Meals included 

) • Enclosed parking 
At 18th & Alder 

Please phone 343-1255 


