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Alan Gerady, 3 West Latavette, Ind., con
sultant who often medhates landlord/ten
int disputes, has some advice for

prospec tve renters. W hen students

walk into their apartment, house or

whatever they will be living in, they
should check the ;i].u: ot tor .!.Il\ll'HHL'
that looks .l.lm.n:r-i ind write 1t down,”

he savs

“They should gve the lList to the land

lord and ask him when he would be able

to get around to making repairs. Get it
in writing, and make them sign to 1t

yvprcally, finding anything eds Anvthing in a verbal agreement doesn’t

ble i vour tnidge 1s 2 good mean a thing.” .
thing when vou're in college
I here are only so many wavs to make a

meal out of stale bread sucks, pickle puce
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Shaft

There are several ways o make vour

and Burger King mustard packs

But when Heather Sides O ned her

tndge one fatetul September day, she

wis ot 5‘.||;‘ .III'.thH':;' bt I"l"l“‘- \ virtu

al scrence pProgect ol vanously mutated

tood sat moldernng on the shelves a

it from the tormer tenants rental experience go more smoothly

disgusting.”™ savs Side ) One 1s to move back in with Mom

Mom may not want vou, though, so

nce both

ne one irom n

1t's best to have some back-up p].lll\

| to check the retnigerator while they * Expect an extensive credit
were Cleanmy the ]li TN check: It vou have bad credit and/or
Such medents are comumon when stu wo unpaid bills, vour property manager
; I g propert) :

dents move ot campus, The combina % may deade vou're just not worth the

ton ol du-pF-‘. student hitesivl

nsk. So make peace with your financial

| landlords and ligh renant tum past betore attempung to rent.

* Find what utilities are included:

results an less-than-deal hving

MICHIGAN

nons. Management blames st

2 Be wary of low monthly rent. You may
trashing the properties, students blame W have w [y hear, clectnoty, water or
management tor being unresponsive £ in rare instances — Jacuzzr and heh-

il \|-||:|Ii.| nts o unaddressed i a bl [LI-\! mantenance.

i of bad teehngs, munaal resenument

* Read the lease carefully: Don't
i loose insulanon

£ teel pressured to sign right away
Meanwhile, tor Sides, t 2 make sure you're not obligaung your-
much better. In Januan £ self to any small print policies. Watch
was gradually turning her Arpet anto ey ' Tor trw L_\ lw_u‘llt'\c double talk that can
pleasant hide duck pond. In a seermgh % make a sentence mean two entirely i
reasonable gesture, she called the man oppasite things, depending on pronunci-
iwremoent FONOY, Such as a water pupx b (] il \ irbage all over thi Phace t's it Ation :;.
“When the gy hinallv did comme out o winch case we will ger 1w oo TNy the ticult to deal wath, Wi ANt s . Bc prrparcd 10 pay a ht_‘fl_\ |
fix i he made a he tl : ' nroh med S15¢ urity deposit 1o help pay for thmsit: Many pI.un require at least
£ i ) ok P S . OStS 11 ) two months’ rent plus an extra security 3
har St i LW arni vhen de witl Fwao can play that ga 5 deposit. Bounce a check or two off the :__
eve it Hitena fa repairia lents ha I the tables, withhold management they love those kinds {
OPErty manager lor sy I e back m a AT of munutes Mg maoney iron '_!".-H landlord intil --!}::unk\'
t the compa t let hun leave nh repairs are completed. Pat Shipley, a * Check out the area: Is it safe?
rented her apartiment But 1t's a two-wav street in (Off seror at Vichigan State U, threatene {(Hint: If vour car 1s stripped when you
st RELAL ( s\ i s iren’t alwa Lo Pt of tina T come out of the office, the area may ‘7
“There are alwavs a tew [tenans! that the mnjured parties. [Dubibe ivs that weount untl hus landlord completed al non be so hot))
ship through the cracks, but it's not Livesay deals with 15 trashed IPArUNents  NECeSsany repam ® Talk to the current tenants:
entional,” Dubbel savs. *“We Kave 3 a vear “We thought [the landlord] would Ix Why are they ll.‘.l\lrl!.:: Any bugs?
three-day turnaround policy during “The people who usually bive there are  furdy walling or cages 1O Ccooperate with How's the landlord? Did I]lt‘_\"sll‘lp
which time our crew will fix the prob-  seniors who graduate,” he says. “Thev'll  out a problem,” Shipley savs. “Bur we vour car?
lem. T he --!1|L CxCepLIion s an ¢mer throw one last party, |L'.1\l|'!_;,: Lt_u\ cans had to ke cp }nu:-,:m_;; him and tlll'.".fill'_f
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