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Ttypically. finding am thing cdi 
Me m vour fridge is .i good 
thing when you’re in college 

Hurt' arc only mi m.im wavs n> make a 

meal out if stale lire.nl stu ks, pu kle )hkv 
anil Burger King must aril paiks 

lint when I leather Sides o|>ened her 

fridge one fateful September das, she 
w as feeling am thine I nit lumen \ v irnt 

al science promt of variously mutated 
food sat mnldcnng on the shelves a 

gift from the former tenants 

"It was disgust ini>," savs Sides, a 

sophomore at Purdue l "I couldn't 
Iwlics e no one from maintenance hoth 
ered to v hea k the rcfngcratiu while the\ 
were cleaning the place." 

Siuh inmlenls are common when stu 

dents move oft eampus I he colllhina 
tlon ol sloppv student lifestvles, ted up 
landlords and high tenant turnover often 

results m less than ideal living condi 
turns. Management litanies students tor 

trashing the pro|>ertics, students hlame 
management for hemg unresponsive, 
and lomplaints go unaddressed in a I tit/ 
/aid of had feelings, mutual resentment 

and !■«tsc msul.itH hi 

Meanwhile. tnr Sulis, things didn't gi t 

much Uttct In January, a leakx idling 
was gradually turning her caqxet into .1 

pleasant little duck |>ond In a seemingh 
reasonable gesture, she called the nun 

agement 
"M hen the gm finally ihd mine out to 

ti\ it, he made a hole in the telling and 
covered it up with garbage bags,” she 

says "Insulation was hanging out excrx 

where I couldn't Ixliexc it." 
Ron Dubliel, propcrti manager lor 

I iies.u Management the companv 
from which Sides rented her apartment 

s,n s Sides' asi- was the exception 
I here are always a tew [tenants] that 

slip through the cracks, but it's not 

intentional, Dublx'l s.ixs “Me luxe 1 

three day turnaround policx during 
which tune out crew will tiv the proh 
lent. I he only exception is an enter- 
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gencv, such .is .i water |«|k breaking. in 

which case we will get 111 (.<irrecting the 
problem imiiKiliatt'K 

Nevertheless, Sides has given her 
friends a warning when dealing with 
building maintenance. 'll a repairman 
sa\s he II Ik- Itaclc in a couple ot minutes, 
don't lei him leave," she grumbles 

llul it's a two wav street in ( )11 
( atttpus\ die, and students aren’t alwavs 
the iniurevl parties Oubltcl savs that 
I ivesav deals with I' trashed apamnelits 
a year. 

1 he pciiple who usually live there are 

seniors who graduate," he savs l hev’ll 
throw one last |tarty, leaving Legs, cans 

anil gar luge all over the plate it’s dit 
ticult n> ileal with We ll use a tenant’s 
SI SO seumn deposit to help pat tor 

costs m cleaning." 
I wo can plat that game Some stu- 

dents hate turned the tables, withhold 
mg money trout their landlords until 

repairs are completed Pat Shiplct. a 

senior at Michigan Stale l threatened 
to put one month's rent in an escrow 

account until his landlord completed all 
necessary repairs 

"Me thought [the landlord] would lie 
t.iirly willing or eager to cooperate with 
out a problem,” Shipley sa\s “But we 

had to keep bugging him and bugging 

him to get things done." 
May Ik the kev is preventive medicine 

Alan (itady, .1 \\ est I atavette, Inch, eon 

snlt.mt who often mediates landlonl/tcn 
ant disputes, has some advice tor 

prospective renters. “W hen students 
walk into their apartment, house or 

whatever they will he living in, thev 
should check the place out tor anything 
that looks damaged and write it down," 
he savs 

Ihev should give the list to the land 
lord and ask him when he would Ik- able 
to get around to making repairs. (.ct it 

in writing, and make them sign to it 

Anything in a verbal agreement doesn’t 
mean a thing." g 

U/s Official Guide 
to Avoiding the 

Shaft 
I 'here arc several wavs lu make vour 

rental experienee go more smoothie 
One is to move hack in with Mom. 
Mom may not want vou, though, so 

it's liest to have some back-up plans. 
• Fxpcct an extensive credit 

check: It you have lead credit and/or 
unpaid hills, y our property manager 
may decide vou’re lust not worth the 
risk So make peace with tour financial 
past lie tore attempting to rent. 

• Find what utilities are included: 
Be wary ot low monthly rent. You may 
have to |iay heat, electricity, water or 

in rare instances Jacuzzi and hch- 
pad maintenance. 

• Read the lease carefully: Don't 
teel pressured to sign right aw at 

make sure you're not obligating tour- 

sell to any small print policies Watch 
for tricky legalese double talk that can 

make a sentence mean two entirely 
opposite things, depending on pronunci- 
ation. 

• Be prepared to pay a hefty 
deposit: Many places reejuire at least 
two months’ rent plus an extra security 
dejiosit. Bounce a check or two off the 
management they love those kinds 
of hi|inks’ 

• Check out the area: Is it safe? 
(Hint It your car is stnpjKil when you 
come out of the office, the area may 
not tie v> hot.) 

• I alk to the current tenants: 
W hv arc they leaving: \m bugs? 
I low s the landlord: Hid they strip 
your car: 


