
< •llt'v’i baseball has its wor ld mtii s Basks rli.ill 
.inti hockcs have post season tournaments Hut 

iillicit- tiHitli.ill is t}u- oids m.i|oi N( \\ spirt 
VS rh.it docs not h.isc a championship plasotf 

( ii.iclus, platers .uni tans aerce that no team on on 

rail itself the lust in the land without some sort of 

post season tournament 

l of Nebraska l omhuskers coach loin < islwirm 
sav s that a pi as oil on Ness f car's I his ss mild settle the 
dust around who is No I 1 he ideal vs as to settle it is 

oil the field With a plivufl, hut Wt .ant sec III to 

tip ss ith a format cs ei s I mils s an agree in 

I lit polls defcrinme the rankings, hut too often 
there is latet room for doubt \t season's end. tsso 

teams on ciitl up “sharing" the tit ttonal title of chain 
pion l ot the past six months, a group, sreatisels 
titlesl the N( \\ Special < ommittee to Stmls a 

Division I \ loothall ( hampionship. has been 

researching the feasibility <>( a playoff and champ) 
inshtp ss stem 

I he group studied the fasts anti figures ami present 
ed its findings to the N’t \\ president's commission 

In the ''s0 page tome, the committee made the ileei 
sum not to decide In fact, the entire issue has I seen 

tabled and the research committee disbanded I lie 

group felt that other matters, like the restructuring of 
the N( \\ and revenue distribution, take pres edetu c 

Ihe issue is tabled, ansi la-fore it can la- brought up 
again, someone ssoulil have to take it off the table, ami 
I slon't see that happening in the near future." saxs 

Nt. V \ executive director ( edits Dempsex 
But tans don't care alaint the commissions anil the 

committees ansi the reports Ibex want to know 
who's No. I 

"\ pluyotf woulsl settle all disputes ol who's most 

ilcservmg of the championship," s.us West ( hosier 
l sophomore ( i.ug Kalisei “One team would actti 

alls heat the other on the tielsl. not in the hoarsl 
room." 

Issues that complicate the decision include the 
effects on stuilcnt athletes, the earn tits of laiwl games 
.mil money. I he committee researched a hypothetical 
eight team playott system, and each of these punts 
ssas aildressesl. \ panel of 12 student athletes w as con 

Milted !<>r opinions on tin- pros and tons ot .1 pl.noM 
s\ stem. 

\ football championship might mean .1 longer year, 
with participating teams continuing u> play through 
out Januarv I hcse extra games would cut into the 
players' studv time. .1 major nmcent tor all invoked 

Kansas Stan l athlctie uiunseloi I'.iituia Brandt 
savs the timing ot the game would determine how a 

national championship would alfeet student athletes 
ai adetnu alk 

"It the game doesn't take place until the mid or lati 
part ot January, it could have an adverse effect," she 
savs “But toothall Is leallv |Usl a weekend s|xirt, so 

tlte players leave I rniav and arc usuailv lui k on 

Satutdav night 
Student-athletes practice 20 hours a week during 

the season Brandt sa\s it this timetable is followed 
through the championship game, stress on athletes 
could he controlled 

"What isn't controllable, though, is tin amount ot 
distraction that .1 plavott game could create," slit savs 

\ii/ona cju.ii tel luc k and panel inemlx 1 Dan White 
says lu doesn't think extended time tor a plavott 
would he a problem. 

"It would onlv affect a small numticr of teams each 
vear, and it vou have the chance to plav for the 
national championship, vou can make time n> study," 
he says 

Opixisiuon to a plavott svstcin is often more emo 

tional than prat tic a! 
1 he Ixiwl evpeneliee is second to nolle tor athletes 

and tans lo take away that tradition is not an casv 

decision, savs Hm 1 en ( 1 intercute assistant tomnus 

sii piu-r W.uk k ml tie 1 

Virginia lech coach I lank lie .unci aglets "Ibis 
IhiwI situation is |usi right \ou shouldn’t hv some- 

thing that isn't broken I don't think it’s had it there 
are two national champions 

Some tans don't huv the tradition argument 
I hat s haloncv. savs Shawn Bissetta. a Nvracusc 

l graduate student. "\ plavott is the best wav to 

decide who's champion I hcv could still use the IhiwI 
games as part ot the plavott svsleiti." Howl host cities 

could Ik- plavott sites, tie suggests 

By Trey Johnson, Kansas State Collegian, Kansas State U. and 
Shad Powers, The State Sew, Michigan State U. 

Vs always, tiu Imttmn line is mones Vnd where 
there's itiimn. the meth.i aren’t tar behind 

“fiscally, si him! is trying tr> sup|)ort .ill the s|Hirts. 
including in mre\emie mil m linen's sports. sas s .issis 

lant commissioner ot tin Big I ight ( onlcrcncc Inn 
Vilen "VV hs nimliI conference like ihe Big 1 e» sup 
|mrt .i plasott ss stein. when tiles always make S(> mil 
In in Irimi ilie Isi ise 111 ns I 

Smile unis ersities, specific alls those locked into 

Imssl games, are happy ssith the amount nt mones 

tiles get troiii the ImissI s\ stem ami sums that a plas 
nil might |ei ip.mli/e that Inmist ot income. 

< )thers s less a plasott leading t" a ehampionslnp 
game as a mones-making Ivonanza that couldlicnetit 
every school and conference. 

I (ellipses s.iss an eMensise sttuls ssas done to assess 

all the resentii that would he generated from an 

eight-team, wscn game playott 
I he |u imssl system brought in SoO “0 million dur 

ing ilie l‘("(s ‘(4 iiillege t<x>t11.1II season, according to 

the N< VV I’roieered take lor a playott system is 

si's 130 in 111 n in 

Distribution ot the money is a major stumbling 
blink s.iss Mike Bolin, direetor ot marketing lor the 
( ollege 1'oolhall Vssociation 

“With "0 percent ol the N’t VV schools lacing a 

deficit, it's imperative that the revenue distribution 
issue is settled," he sass, 

Wisconsin tight end and panel member Mike Roan 
s.iss lu .an the impression that a plasott ssstem is m 

the tards within three or tour years, although he is 

partial to the bowl system, 
“It’s not necessarily what the players and coaches 

want It's what Nt V V ntfictalsj think son need. 
Roan sass 1 lies see all the mones tiles can get from 
the N< V V basketball tournament, and tiles think 
tiHiilull needs a shot in the arm 

Vilen s.iss there is no consensus regarding a plasott 
format but that there isn’t a campus that hasn’t eon 

sullied the |nissibilits Ihe Imwls benefit a big con- 

ference-' third and fourth place teams, he adds, and 
those teams would l>c left out of a plasott 

Vs tar as deciding a national champion is concerned, 
ihe Big f u»ht is m a (icrtcii (xisitton the conference's 
champion is locked into the Orange Bowl, but the 
opponent's slot is open It a Big I ight leant is vs ing 
tor the championship, n can face another top-ranked 

1994's Rove Bowl 
opponent, not .1 set champion troni .1 ihtterem ciinter 
elite I his luppeneil List \car, when No J Nebraska, 
whnh won the liig I ight. placed No. ! Hornl.i State 
tor the “natum.tl title," 

Student panel member W hite s.us no one on the 
panel was complete!) against a playoft "It was the 
ijuestion ot which toruut and how many teams that 
people disagreed on." 

1 lie N( \\ has abandoned the drawing board and 
there s still no single No 1 although it seems likels 
that a plavoft game wall exist m the future I or now, 
the issue ot a championship screams tor a new game 
plan 


