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Men and women are from different planets. I be 
shy in each is colored according to bow they were 

raised, what they believe and most of all how they 
relate to each other and the opposite sex. 

Roles are constantly changing. Women are stand- 

ing on their own, and men arc trying to keep their 

footing. 
Conflicting agendas and converse views will 

It's 
10 after one, and I wonder if they'll 

show. "Just a casual get-together," I'd 
explained to each of them. "To kick 

around this post-sensitive men thing." 
"Whatsis?" 
"Post-sensitive men. What we are. 

Where we're going. Beer, too." I played 
my trump card. 

Men traditionally let logic of the day 
define what a man should be — without 
challenging that ideal. Did the sensitive 
men of the '80s teoch us anything? Does a 

'90s post-sensitive man cry in front of his 
friends? Must he integrate feminist ideals 
while preserving his own masculinity? 
Shall he take out the catcher on an extra- 

innings suicide squeeze, spikes-hrst, to 

a wuss or o 

ensure victory? 
k And if he 

doesn't, is he 

f 
[* 

sportsman? 
The issue of 
how men 

deal with 
today's gen- 

der conun- 

drum had 
sprung. 

Hr inert in the ilm;n t in in |>< ir 11< >n ■! 
Kuo's. .1 t1.uk local mem with a clientele 
of mostly college intellectuals, gr.nl stti 

dents anil professors We pull up some- 

chairs and hide oursehes in an empty cor 

ncr. 

1 he purpose of the meeting is to reach a 

common ground without prescribing gen 
tier stereotypes lo Ik- comfortable in our 

masculinity without it luring a badge or a 

tag In other words, we want to redefine 
our juist sensitise male image 

l ndettakmg the deconstruction of male 
ness as a whole, we need lu-cr, something 
that represents males past, present and 
future W select a pitcher of lit ft 
W cisen. 11kt us. it's rich, east to indulge m 

ami you can sec right through it 

Jim I roeinbling. a W ashington State l 
senior and student l«>d\ president. sits to 

my left lo ms right is Jack Hamilton, a 

28-year old sociology maior Jack ts a 12 
year setcran of the Northwest rot k scene, 

a recently trimmed longhair ami a dyed in 

the wool classic conservative with a 

women s studies minor 

Nett lo j.u k sits Jessie Harris, a 2 1 t ear 

»»m senior ituionng in 

histon I le's a student 
senator .nut .in \rim 
veteran Rounding out 

llu i|llfll!l! Is Kaltdl 
Jorgensen, 4'. an assis 

tint women's studies 
professor who teaches 
a masculinm course 

ami serves as assistant 

director of residence 
life 

"W ith .1 Ini nl mill, lilt wav thev V e In ill 
raised is lo Ik- competitive with other guys 
It you in lie the sensitive guv. inu re 

cihiI, Raml\ s.ns, “(localise tin other t*uys 
an Neanderthals.” 

Jessie adds ih.il while mam men m.n 
ionic nil .0 sensitive, feeling t\|Hs, tlm umi i do n nut of ee.di 

tarunisiii but .is .1 w.i\ ot getting along. Being branded 
sexist is the scarlet letter 111 the '"XK .uni is the f.istcst 

v%.1} to tnmmi iiuu* icmaic onumuniutiou 

I 
“It s kind ot a challenge |ust n> change im 

girlfriend's nil in the car," Jessie savs "1 
mean, the implications ol me changing her 
oil is ihat she can't do it lor herselt 

“It Incomes a [Kihtical act." 1 agree, won 

I dertng bow Donna Reed would !'>"k on a 
I creeper Ole Donna, sliding out from 
I underneath the Packard aftei a 1- point 
| lube |ol>, getting up nisi in tunc to rescue 

I a pic from I lie ow n 

i Jessie continues, “M\ mom was working, 
had eight kids Is she going to get m a tight 
tor the right to change a tire- She’s fight 

mg lor the right to lie recognized .ind respected, not to change 
tires" 

I nk touches on something important and often overlooked 
Working-class women and men have little in common with the 
theories that get considerable podium time in college classrooms 
.mil in .icaucmu writing 

I come from a real blue -collar back- 
ground, too \inet\-nine percent of the 
women's studies] readmes 1 was assigned 

had nothing at all to do with my mother," 
I at k sa\ s. 

I he solution to dealing with the opposite 
sev is learning alroul our varied agendas and 
opinions Male female friendship remains a 

renegotiation of terms Iretwecn pursuer and 
pursuer Female friends give men access to 

insight from I he Other Side and vice versa 

Ml of us agree that female friends are valu- 
uik uikc pressure of the sexual element is eliminated Xddini' a 

si vu.il ingredient in .1 relationship is where men and women begin 
misunderstanding one another. 

1 lie only trend I’ve noticed over the past 10 years is we don’t 
tight (feminism]. We don't criticize it,” Jack explains "Ue |iist 
excuse ourselves trom the table and go find something else to do." 

Inn adds "( )iu generation has hen mu' cynical and inactive 

Wed rather w atch a rerun it (i////gun's hlarnl than ( nusftrt " 
We oriier another pitcher ot beer as I ask bow men are sup 

|>osed to relate to women in a wav that lienctits Imth 
Randv compares the male role of the ’90s to an engine being 

taken apart "M.ivIk- we re in the process ot putting (the einuni 

together again, he save "It max go back the same wav maybe 
men having more involvement with the faituh and women getting 
paid equallv at work But in the process ot doing it, we'll under 
stand it a lot better 

\ blonde wearing cut-off jeans passes bv the table 
\pproprialeh cued, we turn to a more sjki itii subject sev 

We agree that the post sensitive climate leaves the (>t)s man 
with a choice ot two personas I he Bastard and I he ( iivat < uiv 

it's the Sean I’enn/Ralph M.u chin split 
I he post sensitive man, regardless of his sensibilities, secretlv 

aspires to be In ( (large Being In ( barge means never having to 

s.iv lies sorrv Being In (.barge means lie’s calling the shots 
Being In ( harge will eventualiv cause ulcers, but who cares? lie’s 
still In (diarge 

lit treats eversbotn like the underling 
pogues l h e \ arc, and the |ob gets done. 
\lu rw aid, he treals them to cocktails and 
reluctant!) admits that he doesn't like lieing 

1 lie Bastard, hut that he s got a }oli to do. 
Jack leans forward, with one paw wrapped 

around lus mug, the other pushed flat oil the 
table lo he real honest, natural selection 
works like this I he women go out, and the 
hitches sta\ home." 

1 liat is, tcnulcs uho an supportive of the things that make men 
nun .tic the 'women hemales who reject Sega. \lornLiy \n>ht 
I tr,tU .inti Ix-cr ate the "liitehes. those who sta\ home .nul nag 

Men and women who admit anil allow ilitlercnecs Itetween gen 
tiers help Ixalh sides to understand each other \la\lx; when men 
and women can expeit that trom one another, the\ will have 
arrived, together. 

\men 

always exist, and like it or not, there is little any of 
us iun do to ensure world peace or smooth com in u n i 
cation between men and women. It's a crazy world. 

H hat we learned from our interviews with friends 

and colleagues can be summed up this n ay: 
Men are confused, ll'omen are confused. Both are 

to blame fur confusing each other. 
Iny questions? 

Kelly McK.vcrs, 
I'bc Daily lllini, 

L ot Illinois 

The 
new feminists. My 

younger brother seems to 
have as good a definition 

as anyone. "It's like... chicks 
who are feminists... but who 
still want to, you know, mess 

around with dudes. Right?" 
Keeping true to the '90s tradi- 

tion of the just-add-water 
instant genre, this is the newest 
faction of feminism to emerge 
from a traditionally male-cen- 
tered society. When I asked my 
roommate if he knew anything 
about this sound-bite-turned- 
interest-group, he said he'd 
read a "Do-Me Feminism" arti- 
cle and found it to be "really 
hot." The most I could glean 
from the whole thing was that 
Drew Barrymore had something 
to do with it. 

H c Intel ill ii cafe /u\i nuluilt th, 
l at Illinois campus I he Inch 
octane cottee anil background \.\tt 
have fueled main a long night ami 
pros< iked many gi m kI conversations 

We |iiish together two tallies, uni I 
make introductions < hantelle Mini, a 

tumor sociologi 
maior researching 
the depiction of 
women in the 
media i kim 
Murphe. .1 nt 

graduate in politt 
cal science; 
Danielle 
I aiidrim, a junior 
engineering slu 

dent; and Sharon 
I'jriou, .i tumor journalism major I 
tun everyone .1 round ot water with 
the Midwest huiimtnv. hut 1 atteine is 
out oi the question .util iu set out 
to determine the status ot feminism m 
the ’VOs. 

We start In mini; to eoinc up with 
.1 (tetter definition thanks, hro. hut 
no thanks but we can't settle on just 
one So we begin defining what feint 
nistii isn't 

feminists aren’t all "temina/is," as 

the Rush I imbaughs ot the world 
would base people believe \nd 
thev re not all lesbians, ( hantelle 

}M»mis out. 

-I"'1 because mu want women tu develop to their optimum level doesn't nuke 
vou .1 lesbian, ( h.tntelle up “I tr\ to st.i\ awav from the term temmist altogcth 
cr *' ‘*,>csn 1 matter who 1 love scxuallv I'm '.till a woman, and I want to lie tie iicd 
equally." 

still, scxualltv ean’t he ignored. “You make me wanna shoop." Salt ’n J’epa unabashed!) tell hot men. announcing a new female eroticism 
Women are getting more into sex and their Imdics." Danielle -,a\s "It's great that women are feeling more comfortable in their sex lives vou know, like sav 

lng. I like il when you touch me there."’ 
hut tor all the strides women make in oxercoming the sexual inhibitions, there 

ao still hurdles pregnancy, diseases that keep them from total sexual freedom 
and control 

Doing it. with a capital I, alters a relationship irrevocableKirn savs 
I here s a difference lietwccn admitting you enjox sex and living defined bv it 

I nter the so-called “Do Me I einunsi." I he June 1'^’ l)tr.nl> rover features Drew 
Ham more on her back, with her legs up in a “V “(ieneration Sex," the cover line 
leads, with the 'Sex dipping between her legs 

* 11iik M»c s ncing wnat 4 man [»crici\cs a woman to Ik\ 
< hantelle saw 

Supposedly she fi.is control of her sesualitv, hut all she's 
■him- is make her scxualin into a marketable product," Kim 
adds "1 think anti feminism means rh.it you define yourself in 
relation to a man." 

Ihu. Danielle sa\s, you ean Ik- a feminist and still want to 
lne the "traditional” female role 

Danielle, who was raised In a single mother, grew up 
areer oriented. Marriage, mavlie But kids, no wa\ 

I got to eollege .mil starti»l giuni,' into the turner shit I hen I 
JeenieJ th.it I Jo ssunt to Ik- marnetl, th.it I Jo ssant to (use knls 
.;u it I.imil\. ,mJ I vs unt to Jo .1 kmJ ot |oh \s here 1 1 ,m take t iu 
Ms trienJs tell me I m selling myself short lint this is ssh.it 

tell m lose, anil I 
■ I ss ant to hast a 

1 >t ms tmills, too 

U III make tin- ft 11 ^mhI 
IUii MHici) iv hung up mi masculine .mil femmme rules 

Shoulils outweigh wants. 

lust because I am .1 woman, it doesn't mean I don’t like 
drinking liect and hanging out." Sharon saw \\ h\ do s|n- 
itn tolls have to he attached to these ai t is it its 

Beyond the hat scene and into the classroom, men and 
women still are stink in roles 

I’ lntclli whose engineering program is SO pen ent male 
s.i\s that people in her high school licit surprised at her 
high S \ | math scores and that she had won a science 

muTihnip <»vcr nulc .ipplu ints 

I tu s dw.ns say. She gm it liecause she's a woman, and thev needed .1 token 
woman, nr token minority.* mste.nl ol saving ton got it lieuusr you Here the Ust 
I s|>eei.ilK in .1 held like engineering, Kim s.i\s 

I his feeling nt implied inadequacy creeps into women’s coincrs.itions, even 
among each other 

Unmeii irv to one heltei each othet, Sluron sats "I ventlnng liom What 
S./e shoe do von Weal to How much did ton pav Mv male friends never do 
that 

Kim agrees When I'm with nit male friends, we do the hart.. (.onveisalion 
I here s 1111 real point We re |ust sat mg liinny tin lies 

Hut conversations change when thev turn to 
male female relationships 

I cm jit* trie nils unit (.ilk jhout hiulint* .i 

date. having a date, utm'i rnv date, who\ her 
date and could that hoy he ttty date 
Sharon s.os “Men ask what it's hlo to 
!>e a woman what do women want 
from men -" 

Men .imi womi-n arc un ciju.il 
plateaus, worlds apart U\ spt 
ilitkrcnt languages mt the 
'.amc things hut reaet differ 
tilth 

Lpl.ll 
eak 4 

4 
I cmimsin doesn’t 

hate In tie .1 big (Xiliti- 
cal mmement, (ihantellc 
concludes 1 he issue is 

mil there Now it's up 
in individuals “We 
have tn work on inter 

personal relation- 
ships, on internal 
change,” she sat s 

\nil it's not |ust 
about women, 
Kim sat s 

"It is about 
both women and 
men embracing 
problems 
together.” 
Kim Ukiitsen 

from Ihc l)jil\ 
I vcrjfrccn 

untnbutfd to 

this report. 


