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I h.il s the tpiestinn nn the minds of many college* prnfrwth and aduunis- 
trators ts the s|xitlight is turned on two m hools whose i;rading (mlteles allow 
students to dodge the dreaded "I 

\ move by Stanford l faculty to revive the "NP” m not passed grade lets 
attracted national attention and added to the debate over “grade inflation 
Stanford students currently mav drop classes at am time up to the final 
t vain \s a result percent of grades are Vs and "li' s. according t<> a 

campus survey. Just ? percent art “no cretin" Stanfonl’s answer to the 
I l ading grades don’t appear on transcripts. 
( >n one side of the debate are students anti stunt tacultv who bellex c* the 

old |mhr) encourages academic freedom. On the other suit are admintstra 
tors and other tacultv who wish to avoid the “grade inflation" lain*! 

I he debate vvas resolved earlier this summer as tacultv voted overwhelm 
mglv to reinstate the failing grade and to hunt t lass retakes 1 he |«>hcv will 
go into effect for the IWs W> academic st ar 

Senior Vniclic* I kancni. chair tit Stanford's student government, says the 
old system vvas better tor students 

“| Iht previous police) ensured that jveoplc explored different areas, took 
different sorts of classes,' he s.ivs “Students will not explore as rmieh, with 
the fear of the *F grade hanging ttver their head If you're a pit med ami you 
vv ant to take an I ngltsh t lass, one had gratie an count so much against you 

Despite students' concerns, all but three fatuity mem tiers sup|>ortcd the 
plan when it came to a vote on June 2 

It makes more sensible cist- of academic resources," savs (jail MahotKl, a 

professor of geology who chaired the committee proposing the revisions 
I his makes changes that vvoultl make the transcript a more historic record 

ol .u nit inn ichlevement ll eneoutages leat hers to use '< which wen* fast 

becoming extinct." 

I Lincm s.i\\ th.it the "\.ist nuiforiiv” <>t Stanford students opposed the 
lunge. 

\\i (tel n was in extremely |«mr (>« >1 u \." he savs "|'l he administration] 
ret etved more than 'IK) e null listings I wo people were in favor of it. I hat 
'.in something 

Blown l m Rhode Island also has Been accused ot a too hltvral grading 
policy Instructors at Brown don't give ”l)"s or "I s. students have the 
option of taking classes with an V “B” "C" or a satisfactory/no credit s\s 
lent. I ither wav. it the student "fails" a given class, the grade does not 

ap|K.tr mi external transcripts. \Ihmii a fourth of the classes taken at Brown 
ale on a satisf.it ton no rcdlt Basis 

Most students find tin svstetn rewarding, savs Brown senior Natasha 
1 retdus It's less a nutter ot accountability. she savs, than of academic tree 
doin. 

It devieases the level of eoni|>etition among students and ilecreases eon 

tern with grades," she says 
Senior VJisa \lgava agrees "I have and will continue to defend it," she 

savs It enables us to take a varietv of classes." 
Brown spokesman Mark Nickel affirms that there arc other methods of 

accountability 1 here is a (icrinanent mark on the transcript an academic 
wanting if students don t receive enough credit in a |>cnod ot time," he 
savs 

Brown is approaching the 25th anniversarv under this policy without the 
nittiBles that have shaken Stanford 

While concerns over grade inflation have catalyzed change at Stanford, 
Brown seems committed to preserving its policy I Isewhere, the trusty -4 
point stale ami the mediocre grades that come with it remains the 
oumiori tit nominator of athicvemcnt in college B fames Nash, \!icbi\*iin 
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WHEREVER THE i 
MOOD STRIKES YOU 
li was .1 ujni.ll Saturday night .ti I'rnn Stale l 

Mush -.lunik the walls anil blasted Irom balconies 
and open windows Keg ta|»s ran (aster than the 
water taps while staggering students watted tor 
the elevators at a student apartment building 

I ra I tie I ict ween tioors was so heat) that jtolicc 
had to In’ railed in to dislodge an cs|K-ciaily stub- 
born elevator. When the doors linallv opened, 
passers-hv were greeted with the spectacle of two 

hall dressed university students, doing the nasty 

(Insert your own Aerosnuth joke here.) 
I he arresting oiftcer noted the perpetrators 

were using a condom, but wrapping that rascal 
was no protection from the law I hev still were 

charged with disorderly conduct. Not surprising- 
ly. the students involved were unwilling to com- 

ment on then inijiromptu use of In-tween-floor 
transportation, but they are certainly not the first 
students m history to love freely in an unusual 
on-e.unpus locale 

I at h ijinpus has “hot" sjiots that are as 

entreiu hed in Us tradition as the light song. One 
unique place is the I ower, located in the middle 
ot the l ot I e\as eampus. 1 he l ower is 

rumored to Ik- haunted lx*eause ot a massaiTC in 

I'trilc s.ns I evas sophomore Mike liruk In the 
I'WOs the lower gamed greater infunn after sev 

eral students c<mumtted suit ide by junqiing ofl it 
I he dark past ot the lower isn't a deterrent to 

adventurous lovers “It's closed most of the time, 
hut it people can get in there, they do," Brick 
sa\s "| would say it’s the danger aspect the 
haunting thing that attracts people to it 

Simil.trI *. the ( ath 
ilral ut Learning, the main 

classroom site at the l 
t ittsnurgn, is a popmat place- 
tor the adventurous because of 
its foreboding atmosphere, say* 
Jason Qramc, a junior at I’ttt. 
whole place is really (tothie and 
dark, so there's lots of places [to do it],” 
he sa\ s 
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I hen there are students who prefer an 
aesthetic angle Houston's Rue l has 
sculpture with tnarhle slalis set at 4s, 00 and 
I HO degrees. Students particular!) enjoy' the 1K0- 
degree slah, sa\s lan Marquardt, a junior at Rice. 
Rumors ot 4'- and 00-degree activitt cannot Ik 
continued. 

l or schools with campuses m the middle ot 
cities, the natural heautv ot an open space is mspi 
ration enough I he most jMipular site at Boston 
l is a park, called the Inrach, or the Bl B, a ’()• 
Sard stretch ot lawn overlooking the river liehmd 
the main classroom buildings, sa\s sophomore 
Snchal Shah. 

“It s the only grassy area on campus," he sa\s 

You can guess what drink is popular on the 
Boston l campus. 

I he campus toothall field is another fasorite 
place to score. I he 50-yard line is especially |x>p 
ular at Penn State l'. Unlike couples exposed m 

elevators, those found making creative grass 
stains there are cited only tor trespassing. 

But that isn't to sav students have complctch 

gotten u«.i\ 

from hitting the books. 
I he big place (at the 1 ot 

( alitorni.i, Santa Barbara] in the library I guess 
it s the mystique ot Being eaught," savs senior 
Brett ( hapman. I he lihrarv has private study 
rooins that can he rented in graduate students. 
( hapman speculates that late night library exela 
illations are pmhably not trout evening reading 
material. 

I lie thrill nt possibly being caught could add 
to the experience, but unfortunatclv I haven’t 
found a willing partner," Chapman says \nd 
even it he does tind an accomplice, the question 
remains ot what to do afterward, since the library 
is a smoke tree building, ■ Decpika Reddy, l be 
Daily Collegian, Penn State l 


