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Whether it was an embarrassing fall down a stairwell,
a public bout with the brown-bottle flu or sobbing
phone calls to parents, all freshmen have moments they
would prefer to forget.

Imagine those experiences captured on film. Forever.

For 10 Stanford U. students, this was reality in the
documentary film Frosh.

Filmmakers Dan Geller and Dayna Goldfine spent
the 1990-91 school year in Trancos, a multi-ethnic,
coed residence hall, capturing the quirks of cramped
dorm room life.

For some, living their freshman year on film was dis-
concerting, but the filmmakers tried to be sensitive 1o
the students’ privacy.

“There wasn'ta Zay or night when we weren't in the
dorm with our cameras,” Goldfine says. *It was a given
that we could pop into their room. But they also knew
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that they could tell us to turn the camera off.

“One person said, *You can film me on the most
mtense, emotional level, but not wath a beer in my
hand.™

Scott Walker, one of the frosh, says he generally
enjoyed the experience but found some of his
actions a bit hard to explain to the folks at home.

“l actually said something in there that [ didn't
want my mom or girlfriend to see — well, it was about
oral sex,” he says,

Despite this, the recent graduate has no regrets about
living under the camera’s lens.

“We had just come into a new situation, and they
ended up being part of that situation. This is not
movie about us, but more about what we went
through,” he says.

Goldfine originally planned a fictional film about col-
lege life but reconsidered. “If we had made a fictional
film about some of our characters, people wouldn't
have believed it.”

Frosh is available at freshman orientation offices,
libraries and in some city theaters. A senior year fol-
low-up was just completed and should be out next year.

B Sarah Garrecht, Arizona Daily Wildcat, U. of
Arizona
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