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Booksigning
with award winning
children’s book author,

Phyllis
Reynolds
Naylor
This Saturday
1:00 - 2:00 upstairs

S

Having written over 70 youth
books, including the Alice
scries and Shiloh. the 1992
Newberry Medal book, Phyllis
Reynolds Naylor is a well loved
author and recipient of
numerous awards. Children
will know her six book Witch
scries, Night Cry. winner of the
Edgar Allen Poe Award, and
Beetles, Lightly Toasted

Our
AcademicallyPriced
Software~

You won't believe
the savings!

An overoge 50% lower
thon even the korge computer store
software prices!

* Al current higher education
students, foculty, stoff &
deportments ore efigible for
ocodemic pricing.

® Current k=12 teochers, staff &
deportments con also get these
great sovings for offices, school
deportments or even for home use.

Check Out Academically
Priced Software Today!

Just show your cyrrent
acodemic |.D.
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At three of the area’s premier public golf courses, summertime is

By Kris Henry
For the Oropon Danly Ermerak?

It’s summertime here in the
Eugene-Springfield area. The sun
is out. The birds are singing. It's
a perfect time to be outside and
active. And, some would say, it's
the perfect time to play one of the
most popular summertime games
— golf

The Eugene-Springfivld area
includes nine courses that are
open to the public and four cours-
es that are private and open only
to members of its country club

The average duffer is forced
into playing public golf courses
« but that doesn’t necessarily
mean he or she must play on low-
level, ratty courses. Three fine
courses that are accessible to the
public are Riveridge Golf Course,
McKenzie River Golf Course and
Middlefield Village

Each of these courses is chal
lenging, maintained at a lovel
consistent with most private golf
courses and, above all, playable
by the average golfer

Riveridge

Riveridge (345-9160) is an 18
hole golf course that also includes
a large driving range. Construc
tion hugnu on the site in June
1988. The driving range opened
first in November of that same
yvoar. In June 1989, the first nine
holes were open for the publi
and the nine
opened in April 1990

Riveridge was the dream and
brainchild of Ric Jeffries and his
wife, Debbie. Ric was born and

second holes

raised in Corvallis and is a mem
ber of the Professional Golfers
Association. It had been a goal of
the two to return to the Northwest
and own their own business

They started in the golfing
business in 1975 when Ric had
the experience of re l||*\|gllill}{
four golf holes while the ouple
was in Florida and later some
more golf holes while they were
in North Carolina. When the
opportunity arose for him to
design an entire golf course in the
Eugene-Springfield arva, the cou-
plu wen! for it

Jeffries built his first and only
golf course to describe through
design exactly how the golfer
should play Riveridge

“The idea of dimension and
depth through shadowing char-
acterizes the course,” Jeffries said
“As vou stand on the tee box and
on the fairways, it should depict
where you need to go with your
shot. There are hints if vou look.’

As well as hints, there are well
over 500 trees, in 77 different
varieties, and as they grow, accu-
racy in shot-making will become
more important. The undulating
greens are made of pin-length
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creeping bent grass and the fair-
ways are made of rye grass 1o bet-
ter deal with the damp Northwest
weather

“The golf course philosophy,”
Jeffries said, “is to make the chal-
lenge of scoring well on the short
game or chipping and putting
The undulating greens are the
equalizer determine whether
your score will be low or high."

An average round of 18 holes
at Riveridge takes four hours and
10 minutes. The nine-hole rate is
$13 and the 18-hole rate is $21

Riveridge gets played by the
typical golfing crowd. On week-
day mornings, usually the major
ity of play is by the retired
community. Riveridge has league
nights four or five nights during
the summer. The serious golfer is
typically out on the course in the
early mornings of the weekend

It is recommended that men or
women that are learning to play
golf should try to get teetimes for
later in the afternoons during the
week and on weekends so they
won't feel rushed while they
play

“If you ask me,” Debbie Jeffries
said, 'l think that after 7 p.m. is
the prettiest time to be out on the
golf course. ™

Riveridge also actively works
on programs for the junior golf-
or. They have several classes and
tournaments during the season

It was Ric Jeffries’ mother who
came up with the name for her
son's debut golf course. They
weore looking for a name and his
imother saw a natural correlation
between the course's location on
the Willamette River and its hav-
ing a ridge, which has since been
knocked down in some areas
that runs through the golf course

Riveridge's focus is to provide
a useful product that is first-class
in value and atmosphere. They
strive to be aggressively friend-
ly at the pro-shop and make sure
that the people have a good time
while at the golf course

McKenzie River

McKenzie River (B96-3454) is
a unigue 18-hole golf course that
actually consists of only nine
holes. After plaving the nine
holes, the average duffer is then
challenged to play the same holes
again, using different tee boxes

The course was started 31 years
ago by the three Omlid brothers,
Lloyd, Ken and Erl. It is the first
course the three brothers ever
designed

Ken Omlid had previously
designed a driving range and was
a teaching professional at Lau-
relwood Golf Course. His two
brothers were also enthusiastic
golfers who had played golf at
Eugene High School (now South
| ugene)

I'he Omlid brothers no longer
maintain the golf course, but i
still has remained within the fam
ily. Lloyd's children, Rod and
Sally, purchased the golf course
14 vears ago and their families
have been running its operations
ever since. Rod is the owner and
manager who does all the archi-
tecture work on the course and
would rather be outside than in
during these summer months

I'he course itself is 5,665 vards
in length with a front nine par of
15 and a back nine par, using dif
ferent tee boxes, of 36.

“People are somewhat de
ceived by it," said Harold Math

ers, McKenzie River's
jack-of-all-trades, “because they
tl

think it's not really that long

They forget about
the amount of trees
that come into play.”

While Mathers
was notl sure how
many trees McKen-
zie River has overall,
he said that Rod has
put in 51 trees in the
four years Mathers
has been there.

The design of the
course s mostly
straightforward,
with a couple of
deviations on two
dogleg holes. Stand-
Ing on the tee box,
the course does not
seam very intimi-
dating because of its
straightness but, as
Mathers points out,
there are not very
many people who
can hit a golf ball
straight

When sunny,
between 180 and
200 people are out at
McKenzie River,
The management
believes that golf is
a four-hour game but
insist that they don't
care how long it
takes you, as long as
vou play nine holes
in two hours or
under

The green fees at
McKenzie River are
$10 for nine holes, $17 for 18
holes during the week and $18
for 18 holes on weekends and
holidays. Also available are
punch cards that are non-trans-
ferable, but have no expiration
The cards can be used for nine
hole rounds. A 10-punch card
costs 875, a 50punch card costs
$350 and a 100-punch card costs
$650, a bargain for the econom-
ical golfer who knows that they
will want to play McKenzie Riv
er several times

T'he playing schedule is simi-
lar to Riveridge, but weekend
golfers should call about four
days in advance for a tee-time

Middiefield Village

Middlefield Village (942-8730)
is an 18-hole golf course with a
350-yard long and 50-yard wide
driving range

The course is in its fourth year
of maturity and was (1.*.\1,.;1:1-(! by
Bunny Mason, who is responsi-
ble for several golf courses
throughout the West Coast and
Oregon

Middlefield Village is only
4,905 vards long for the men, and
4,260 vards long for women, with
a par of 67. It is deceiving because
the golf course is made up of six
par-3 holes and only one par-5
hole. The six par-3 holes are at
distances ranging from 90 yards
to 130 vards to 200 yards so the
course remains challenging and
requires the golfer to be handy at
golf shots of varying lengths
ll:rm:}:!mn! the course

The main attribute,” said Tom
DeLuca, general manager and
head professional at Middlefield
Village, “is the condition of the
greens and fairways. The grass is
always plaving like a country
club.”

“Even though the course is
only about 5,000 vards, the holes
are long enough to be hitting dri-
ver on the par-4 holes. It's still
a very challenging course for all
skill levels.’

T'he design of the course is to
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Area golfers can pick from nine courses open
to the public when looking for fun on the links.

sharpen the abilities of the golf-
er's short game, but the back nine
holes were designed for the golfer
to be able to work on hitting tee
shots straight. There is trouble on
both sides of the fairway — such
as out-ofbounds areas, trees and
the river — for the duffer who has
a problem with a hook or slice.
An average of about 15 trees
frame each fairway

For weekends it is advisable to
call two or three days ahead for
a tee-time, Middlefield Village
starts taking tee-times on Tues-
day for the coming weekend and
it is a good idea to have one by
Thursday. Play has been picking
up in the mornings and, since it
has been hot lately, afternoon
play has diminished. The aver-
age round takes about three-and-
a-half to four hours.

The weekday green fees are
$11 for nine holes and $18 for 18
holes. The weekend green fees
are $13 for nine holes and $20 for
18 holes. Middlefield Village also
offers a discount for students
with a current University of Ore-
gon identification card. The dis-
counted green fees are $6 for nine
holes and $11 for 18 holes before
4 p.m. on weekdays and $8 for
nine holes and $13 for 18 holes
before 3 p.m. on weekends

Based in Cottage Grove, Mid
dlefield Village is getting more
play from people in the Eugene-
Springfield area, which is
approximately 20 minutes away

“People are realizing that it's
worth the drive to come down
here,” said Del.uca

‘We're also starting to get more
temale golfers. The length of the
course helps the nonlong or
strong game,”

With the golfer's green fee
comes a chance to win $3,000 on
the par-3 fifth hole

“It's 131-yards long,"” said
DeLuca, “and they get a token
which activates cameras that
actually film the shot. If they hit
a hole-in-one, they get the $3000
and a video of their shot. So far
we've already had one winner.”




