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Metz’ love of baseball lasts year-round, past All-Star game 
r l inn IWM All-star gome is m 

the books and baseball is 
A now ready to plunge into 

tlu« ms.ond half of die season. for 
bettor or for worse 

For tmo baseball fans, this sen- 

son lias offered a wide variety of 
surprises and great storms that 
makes tho looming strike seem 
all the more devastating 

Never mind the fo< I that the 
Cleveland Indians are in first 
plac e at the break for the first 
time since Klvis was first coming 
into the American vocabulary 

A team like Montreal, who 
didn't even know what first place 
was. much less what it felt like 
to l>e in it. has taken the reins in 
baseball s toughest division, at 

the expense of the Atlanta Bravos 
Texas doesn't even need to win 

to Ik; in first plate in the A I. 
West Three games under 5(X) is 
all one needs to lead the worst 
division in baseball 

Ami don’t tell the citizens of 
New York that a strike could end 
the season. It s been over a 

decade sinc e the Yankees have 
won their division, and they 
have led the American Teague 
hast for most of the season 

Individually, three players are 
on pace to break one of the most 
heralded records in the 
gnmuRngcr Maris’ single season 

home run rec ord of til 
When the strike comes and 

ruins this, we can all sit around 

Chris Metz 
wh«n we ore fiO and reminisce 
about the tQ'H season. the sea- 
son of the juiced hall and the 
rw ord* that could have bean 

Next year they'll probably go 
lw« V to the "non-juiced" Iwll and 
Ken Griffey, Frank Thomas and 
Matt Williams will lie hack to hit- 
ting 4i) home runs, and talk of 

bnviking Mans' record will be put 
bark on the shelf 

All them* problems we baseball 
fans face. Is the ball juiced7 I 
don't know, and who cares7 Are 
the players greedy, money grub- 
bing egomaniacs7 Of course Are 
the owners greedy, money grub- 
bing tyrants? Without a doubt 

But all this garbage doesn't 
seem to matter when the players 
get out there between the lines 

None of the Iwd things matter 
when you get to your seats in the 
outfield bieac hers of Wrigley 
Field, your nosebleed seats at 

Skydome. 
I saw my first game in, I think. 

19?'> at County Stadium in Mil- 
waukee, WI. The Brewers took on 

the California Angels To this day 
I remember the untainted magic, 
of that game 

The fun of baseball lies in 
buying the guv next to you a 

lieer. keeping score and seeing 
how many hot dogs you can 

possibly eat on a sunny. 90 

degree day. 
On a had day your team loses 

and you still ate three bags of 
peanuts and laughed a lot On a 

good day you caught a Lenny 
Dykslra home run bail, ate four 
hot dogs, only go! beer spilled on 

you once and laughed a lot 
You've got to love baseball. 

Chris Metz is the Emerald's 
sports editor 
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Italian team in the running for fourth World Cup title 
KASI Kl IHEKFORI), N.| (AP) — In 00 glorious ininull's, with a 

roar as deafening as any bin k home. Roberto Baggio and Italy erased 
years of doubt. 

high! day s ago they were called underac hieving bums, two min- 
utes away from a humiliating second-round exit. On Wednesday, 
before a singing, chanting, c heering throng that made New Jersey 
seem like an Italian prov me e, Baggio sc cited twice in o five-minute 
span of the first half, leading the A/zurri over Bulgaria 2-1 and bring- 
ing Italy within one vii lory of an unprecedented fourth World Cun 
title 1 

Inc redible loo beautiful." Baggio said. "I'm happy for Italy I 
hope I gave people some moments of glory 

fhey had been questioned for so long Italy for failing to qualify for 
the 1092 European Championship. Baggio for an eight game sc ore- 
less streak that extended through the first round of the World Cup 
Baggio, the world player of the year in 1003, yvas in tears from the ioy 
of it all 

l his is my job, which is made with sacrifice and pain and today 
also of tears bee ausc 1 was deeply happy." the 27-yenr-oId forward 
said 

With Italy about to be sent home, Baggio scored with two min- 
utes left against Nigeria, won the game in overtime and then scored 
tile winning goal in the quarterfinal against Spain 

With his ponytail flopping ac russ the back that has carried Italy for 
three games, Baggio scored a pair of brilliant goals that raised his 
tournament total to five and put Italy in the final for the first time 
since the Azzurri won the championship in l‘i«2 

i have always been strong inside. I never surrendered to difficul- 
ties.'' said Baggio, who ployed with a broken tooth and was forced 
out with a pulled right hamstring in the 71st minute 

Ihf Italians will play Brazil or Sweden on Sunday at the Hose 
Bowl in Pasadena, Calif In Italy, the victory set off midnight par- 
ties m the streets. Silvio Berlusconi, the new prime minister and the 
owner of European champion AC Milan, is expected to come to 
Amerii a for the final 

"If he has no money for the trip. I'll pay for his ticket." said Anto- 
nio Matarrese. president of the governing body of Italian soccer." 

Pour years ago. when son er-mad Italy was host to the tournament, 
the Azzurri won five straight games before losing to Argentina on 

penalty kicks in the semifinal. 
1 his time, they came to America after an unimpressive run, even 

losing an exhibition game against a third-division club. Coach Arri- 
go Sacchi said he would be satisfied with making the semifinals. 

"Sacc hi s team wins and entertains." Matarrese said. "But we ulso 
suffer a lot in each match. It has been like this from the beginning." 

Bulgaria, which hadn't even won a World Cup game until Inst 
month, had few good chances. The Bulgarian goal came on a penal- 
ty kick by llristo Stoitchkov with a little more than a minute togo in 
the first half after Alessandro Costacurta pushed Nasko Sirukov over 

goalkeeper Gianluca Pagliuca 
"Italy, despite the heat and the fatigue, kept attacking all the time," 

Sacchi said. 
It was 93 degrees at gametime and the sun slowed the pace. But the 

Italian fans virtually the entire crowd of 77,094 in Giants Stadium 
never stopped cheering. 

Hours before the game, they filled the streets of Manhattan, wear- 
ing jerseys of the Azzurri and many of the top clubs in Italy. Even an 
hour before the game, the crowd was chanting "I-tal-ia! l-tal-ia!“bang- 
mg drums, clanging hells and cymbals, and blowing trumpets and 
horns. And they were not disappointed. 
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