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U.S. undefeated, but not victorious 
By Mark McTyre 
fix itxi Oepon Da*r l *wo»*J 

The World (kip has arrived and 
so has the riO-1 shot United Stall's 
sore er learn, ns they battled with 
Switzerland to n 11 tie in the first 
of three first round games 

The United Slates opener 
against Switzerland started out 

looking ns if neither team would 
he aide to put together their 
offense to be a threat After if) 
minutes of play, which consist- 

M of minimal coring opportu- 
nities. the Swiss rot oived their 
first real chance to score, a free 
kic k just outside of the penalty 
bos The United States set up 
their defensive wall to cut down 
the amount of ground goalkoep- 
or Tony Meoln would have to 
cover Everything seemed to bo 
sot to rejet t the Swiss scoring 
opportunity when Georges Bre- 
gv found tlio o|M>n corner of the 
goal to make the score 1-0 

After the goal hv Switzerland 
many American fans though!, 
here we go again At the last 
World Cup in 1990. the United 
States opened the tournament 
with o 5 1 I ns.* to Czechoslovakia 
which set the tone for the- rest of 
the tournament. On Saturday, 
with 73.42S fans on hand at the 
Detroit Silverdome. the United 
States was not about to give up 

Many thought, if the United 
Slates were to advance past the 
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firs) round they would need their 
stars (Thomas Dooley, John 
Harkes and Tab Kamos) to rise to 
the (x caston It was not Dooley, 
Harkes, or Kamos however, that 
looked to the stars it was new 

comer Frio YVynalda Wynalda, 
who had been playing ill. scored 
the game-tying goal With less 
than n minute left in the first half. 
Harkes on a break, was knocked 
down by (arm o Sfor/a 2H yards 
out from tint goal Kamos who 
takes all free kit ks for the Unit- 
ed States motioned to Wynalda 
to take the kit k instead because 
he felt it was out of his range 
Wynalda plat txl the shot where 
no human goalie would of been 
able to blot k it Wynalda's shot 
urved around the Swiss wall 

and into the upper left-hand cor- 

ner. flying past goaltender Mar- 
t o Pnsoolo and hitting the bottom 
of the t russ bar on the way in 

That was the best shot I ever 

had in my life.' Wynalda told a 

reporter for the I. A Times Wire 
Service, 

Kor the rest of the game, the 
two teain< battled hut neither 
were able to come up with a goal. 

“One point for us is a great 
result right now," said Meoln dur- 
ing an interview with the same 

LA Times reporter. “Obviously, 
this is a lot better (than '90!. 
We’re right in the running. We 
have ns good a chance as any one 

to get through." 
But.... 
"In a nutshell, we played bad- 

ly and got a point," said Harkes 
in the same interview. 

Next up for the United States 
is Colombia a team that started 
the tournament w ith 12-1 odds 
of winning the whole thing; but 
now they have fallen below the 
United States in the standings 
because they lost their opener to 
Romania in a 3-1 upset. The stars 
of Columbia are Faustino "The 
Octopus" Asprilla, Carlos Valdor- 
rama. and Fredy Rincon. Aspril- 
ln the top player for Columbia, 
got tin- name “The Octopus" 
because of all the moves that he 
has His ability to bolt past the 
defense and soar through the air 
has made him the Michael Ionian 
of soccer 

For the United States to 
advance to the Round of 16 they 
must win one of their next two 

games The two teams will play 
on Wednesday at 4 25 p m on 
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