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North Korea sanctions questioned

WASHINGTON
(AP) — U.N. eco-
nomid sanctions

NESIDEYSN against North Komea
would raise tensions in northeast
Asia to the highest point since
the Korean War. But would they
work against a defiant, already
isolated country?

This question, which has
lurked in the background of
debate over North Korea's nuclear
intentions for more than a vear,
moved to the forefront Thursday

A U.N. atomic watchdog
agency reported that North Korea
had killed the agency’s last
chance of finding the truth about
its nuclear past, and the Clinton
wdministration announced that
as a result it will push for UN

sanctions
North Korea has now stepped
bevond a line drawn by the Clin

ton administration, which just
last week olfered to resume high
wiel talks that could have led to
establishing normal diplomati
":.ir]l‘:‘n'
oanctions, il they ar
t likely to be imposed as

) series of

are maos
increasingly tough
maeasures

But it is far from clear that
China, which has veto power in
the Security Council and which
15 an '|||-l|'.|l\_i| al ally of North

Korea, would support strong

sanctions. President Clinton,
asked Thursday in Rome
whether he thought China
would go along with sanctions,
noted that the Chinese have not
ruled it out. Clinton said he
knew it was hard for China and
lapan particularly to take a step
that would move the world clos
er 1o a possible war with North
Korea, but he said the greater
danger was allowing North
Korea to have nuclear weapons
“1 just don't think we can walk
away from this,” Clinton said
Bevond the question of what
kind of sanctions are chosen, and
which countries cooperate in
enforcement, is a more funda

mental issue: Would sand tons

which North Korea has Ithened
1o an act of war, do the tnck?

North Korea, after all, imports
mly about 10 pe ool
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China supplies oil, clothes and
some food, and Iran is a source
ol oil. Kussia, which used to be a
major trading partner with Nort}

Korea as well as a pohtical ally
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has ended its political support
and does relatively little business

Few dispute that sanctions
would hurt an economically
weak North Korea, but many who
have studied the country also
think the risk is great that Presi-
dent Kim Il Sung would respond
to the pressure by launching a
military strike south

“That regime is not going
down, and will not be humiliat
od, without lashing out” with its
considerable military might, said
William Tavlor of the Center for
Strategic and International Stud
ies. He visited North Korea in

April

lavior's view illustrates the
entral problem facing the Clin
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Alleged ghost worker
for Rostenkowski talks

CHICAGO (AP) — Anthony Ramirez is among the 14 peo-
ple prosecutors say received money from Rep. Dan Ros-
tenkowski's congressional payroll while doing little or no offi-
cial work.

Ramirez, 50, says he was working as a garbage man by day
and moonlighting as a free-lance photographer active in ward
politics when the Chicago Democrat approached him in 1077,

Now a fire department inspector, Ramirez said his jobs includ-
od photographing West Point and Air Force Academy appoint-
ments, formal dinners, campaigns and theme parties at Ros-
tenkowski’s vacation home. Ramirez said he chargod $5 an hour
for taking the photos and $2.50 an hour for developing and print-
ing the pictures

Ramirez said he believed the work he did was legitimate
but didn’t try to understand how the finances worked. *“As far
as | know, I was working for the congressman,” he said. I did
congressional work.”

Prosecutors say Ramirez received $20,000 in taxpaver mon
ey between 1077 and 1986 for photographing personal and polit

ical wvents, but doing no official congressional work

Ramirez said he isn't certain how much he was paid by the
congressman’s oflice. But he said he was '-l]!illi'.l'li whon he
ecotved his first $1,000 chock from the U.S. Troasury

“What did I do to deserve this?"" he re v led isking a Ros

tonkowski ai 1!’

Ramirez sald he brought the check to Rostenkowski’s office,
endorsed it and was then paid cash from a folder marked “Pho
10" for the amount he was owed, which was less than the $1,000
face value of the check

Ramirez said he received two more checks for $1,000 and fol-
lowed the same procedure. Later, he said he signed some blank
vouchers for payment that he left with Rostenkowski's office
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