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BATS

Continued from Page 1

ng lorward to learning more
A local bat might spend the
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lay roost, and leave to hunt
nsects when the sun goes down
When the bat tires of hunting. it
rests, with other bats, in a night
roost, which is in a different spot
than the day roost

Several bat species use the For
est Service's concrete bridges as
night roosts. These bridges absorb
the sun's warmth all day and thus
remain warm all night

“The night roost is kind of like
a coffeshouse,” Perlmeter said
“And the day roost is like a home
where they RO 10 Nllt'l'l.li their
time."”

Perlmeter is interested in find-
ing out whether the bats that clus
ter under the bridges are related
to each other or whether hats
choose their night roosts at ran
dom
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of bats in the clusters under each
bridge. but by capturing the bats
in a particular cluster, banding
them with colored plastic leg
bands and videot: illl'l.\ returning
clusters to see if similarly band
ed bats stay together

Perlmeter said the information
he and his students find could
lead to changes in forest man
agement practices

“The bridges we're looking at
are older bridges,” he said, “and
they're planned to be replaced
with solid beam bridges which
bats can’t roost under. We want
to go to the Forest Service and
say, ‘You've inadvertently creat-
ad good bat habitat, so don't take
it away.™

Perlmeter also said if they dis-
cover that bats return to a partic-
ular type of tree for a day roost,
when timber sales are made, pro-
visions for the bats should be
made as well.

“Bats seem kind of inconse-
quential,” Perlmeter said, “but
they're the number one eater of
flying insects. If there aren't any
bats, there'll be an increase in
insects."”
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nated me about bats,” he sand. 1
started read ng abx bats. took n

\\-urL\hnp on them, and just fell
in love with the work. It's a good
activity for someone who's an
INsomnia
Oregon’s bat species all belong
to the order Microg .‘r.',"n';-fr':lf
meaning they have hand-like
WINgs, like all bats, and are espe
cially small. These bats use sonar
for echolocation, making inaudi
ble high-pitched clicks and whis
tles that bounce off objects and
enable the bat to navigate in the
dark based solely on the retumn
ing echoes it hears
Echolocation occurs within
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By using a r. o
device about the ! 1pe
back book, P wrand st
dents are able to hear the bats
calls and track them through the

forest

Bats of different species have
different calls, he said, “One m
sound like a rapid-fire ma h- ne
gun, but the hoary bat, for exam
pln, Rows pll. i, ptt

I-'nrlln.-rumrr. each bat within
a species has an individual “fin
gerprint” to its call, which allows
bats to recognize their own
echolocation signal when sur
rounded by others of their
species, like in a cave

Because a bat can deafen itself
with its cries, it disarticulates, or
disconnects, the bones in its
inner sar. Like humans, bats rely
on three small bones in their
inner ear to transmit sound vibra-
tions and enable them to hear

When these bones aren't touch
ing, the bat is effectively deaf and
safe from its own cries. When it
becomes necessary to hear the
returning echoes, the bat re-artic

They're my favorite bats, the
big browns."” Hart said. “They fit
in vour hand, and they'm so cute

‘With the it

feel how fragile they are, but with

® Ones, you can

big browns, you can move them
around and show their wingspan
1o in'n[ri.l- With the little ones.
you have to be really careful,” she
\.I'.l!

I'he ":.". brown bats, Perlmeter
said can be fierce little fight

wrs, and they're mally fun to get

out of a mist net when they're
chomping at you
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\1 st nets are reall notori

slv bad for catcl h\T Purl

meter said, because bats use
echolocation to avoid them. The
alternatives don't work much bet
ter, he said. Tunnel-shaped traps
are really only effective at cave
mouths, and butterfly nets only
work in confined areas, like
underneath bridges, where he
and his students use them

To see in the dark, he and his
students use headlamps with red
filters, because the red light is less
disturbing to the bats

They also use a headlamp that
gives off infrared light, which is
invisible to humans but makes
‘hright as
day” when combined with a

the surroundings as

!!lﬂh! SCope This allows humans
to sew in the infrared spectrum
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T’--Ii::.r'r-.' ind Hart then went
iing through the cold, call

deep creek to li sentangle the
bat

If | stand here long enough
my feet will just go numb and
that will be that,” said loannie
Humphreys, a South Eugene stu
dent who stood in the creek bare
fool

I'he bat turned out to be a lit

r female brown bat, weighing
5.5 grams. It was passed around,
held carefully, and released. It
ittered away quickly

Handling the bats was really

said Thorn, "'l wasn’t

ire what | exped ted. A
of people think "bats’ and

nagine that little emblem from

Misunderstandings about bats

e still proy alent

Perlmeter said

Bats ame promoted as being dark
and sinister, carmiers of rabies and
blind, instead of beneficial to the
environment.”

Hart said that during her first
sunmer \\l'rkl[lg W 1]" i'l'l’llﬂ!'l!'r.
the group would travel to differ-
ent sites to research bats and
often ended up talking to people
who stopped to watch them set
up their equipment

“One time, people thought we
were saying ‘bass’ instead of
‘bats,” and wanted to know why
we wem setting up nets above the
wiater,” she said

Our landfills |
don’t need to be fed |

Wn we Pwow out st o lew
1 sormmthersg weo don |

o fOow Oul e Thar

% forw Dites and O & of us Tuow

it JUSE B low Ditea. i adcs up |

a ot

Wa nchually a kol LA

megit Murk. For vatance d thhes

B0 galons of water K gfow one
Ponard OF whaat, V000 galors §
prouce one dgueant of el g

nore Man 2500 galons |

masal s ‘\i|‘ wha

WLt Dy e
Amancan esch (i T
b of wale

) when we witste oo we

watle much ma

p thaan the oo

|
|

Mol It we con s wnie l
|

1

|

Pamed Mo e prce K st e
oo woukd e 8

@ myry we canl allosng

wanle

The waste you save, you can lake lo the bank

ME6-1529

XY Lin

.+AH

iversity of Qregon

tnvironmental Issues Committee

Weekly Special: 15% OIT
Sandwiches & Salads

Greyhound Bus Tickets
Quality Film Developing

International Teacher &
Student |I.D. Cards, A.Y.H. Cards

Utility Bill Payments

GO FAX- located next to
ATM by Fir Room

JHult Center Ticket Outlet

T

% Z0% Dot Dyt Ton Zud [t Lak 108 Tan Do |

r Workclud;

with experience in -
Woodworlung . Bike

Repair Ceramics

Flb.rg .
t Jewelry » Gloss

: Paper p
r‘ Phot il

B CRAFT (ENTED

Eﬂy.wwuum

J40-43061

jobs available for sfudenls

ISTRATION BEGINS JONE. Bth

EMU CRAFT CENTED

- EMU LOWER LEVEL

J46-436 |

R o s )

Tuesday, May 31, 1994

Oregon Daily Emerald 3




