
Assertions on Iraq weaponry in Gulf War scorned 

NATIONAL 

Washington(api- Pentagon 
assertions ihm Iraq did not use 
hemi(,il or biological weapons 

during the Gulf War met with con- 

gressional ridicule and veterans' 
anger nt a Senate hearing Wednes 

"Wo ve got two different worlds here. two different 
realities.“ said Sen Donald Riegle. I) Mich 'It's 
extremely troubling 

In a sometimes hostile exc hange in the Senate Banking 
Committee he chairs. Riegle accused Pentagon officials 
of ignoring countless signs that U.S. troops were exposed 
to chemical c ontaminants 

Riegle said this "remarkable blind spot'' meant that 
thousands of veterans who returned from the war with 
mysterious, debilitating illnesses have not ret eived ade- 
quate treatment. 

"There’s an enormous institutional difficulty in ever 

coming to terms with some grievous det ision errors." 
Riegle said. 

The hearing room was filled with veterans and their 
supporters who cheered Riegle and at times made deri- 
sive remarks about the responses of Undersecretary of 
Defense Edwin Dorn. 

"This administration is committed to treating you fair- 
ly." Dorn said, addressing the veterans He denied any 

Penta(ton attempt at a coverup, saying that no omi he 
work ml with has any other mission but to got to the 
truth.” 

(Vim said that while them was some rotu «*rn that low- 
level ( hemu iiI agents were present in the war theater. 

we have concluded that Iraq did not use chemical or 

biologic al weapons during the war 
IVirn insisted that the government was exploring every 

plausible factor that could t»> behind the illnesses that 
have come to be known as Persian Gulf Syndrome, 
including the possibility of exposure to chemical agents 

Kiegle used the hearing to release a ttit) page report that chronic led more than a dozen incidents where 
American troops described explosions, presumably from 
Si ud missiles, followed hv the sounding of chemu al 
agent detector alarms and burning or numbing sensa- 
tions on their fac es and skin 

Dr Theodore Proc iv. deputy assistant to the secretary 
of defense for r.hemir al and biological matters said he 
did not lielieve that any hetuicol agents entered the the 
‘iter He said the alarms that went off thousands of times 
during the war were either set off deliberately or result- 
ed from faulty data 

Hint assertion was met with i»< redulity "! don't think 
there s a lot of redibility unless you have an answur” to 
every alarm that went off, said Sen Robert Bennett R 
Utah. 

It s an omlvarrassing assertion; it's su incredible and 
unbelievable." Riugle said 

As Rtegle left the hearing for a vote on the Senate floor, 
fie invited v dentils in the audience to address their com- 

plaints to Dorn i lie Pentagon offir nil vs as surrounded fiy 
people i ottiplaimng of their treatment by the Department 
of Defense and the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

Dus is my quality health are. said 1 lean I Ulldholin, 
)r waving a bottle of Maalox l.inulliolui, a memtier of 
(lie National Guard in Alameda. Calif. said he has suf 
tered from breathing difficulties, joint pain, must In 
spasms and open sores sim e returning from service in 
the Gulf I m on food stamps and they say tliev 're doing 
all they < an do 

It s eset tlx the same as what the Vietnam vets heard 
-0 years ago." David Kaufman of the National Vietnam 
\ eterans ( oalitum told Dorn The bottom line is that 
thousands of Vietnam vets have died" from the defoliant 
Agent Orange, Kaufman said "And thousands of Persian 
Gulf veterans mav die 

Sen Marl vara Hover. D-Oilif also warned the Pentagon 
of repeat mg the mi stake of the Agent ()range ex {verieni e, 
wlieii for sears it refused to acknowledge that the t hem 
n al had sickened vets "The pain of learning of the 
coverup only adds to the agony of the original sin," she 
said 

Alaskan oil export ban may be lifted 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 

Clinton administration is con- 

sidering asking Congress to lift 
the export Iwn on petroleum from 
Alaska's North Slope, opening a 

new market for Alaskan exude in 
Asia, officials said Wednesday. 

Such a move, which would 
require congressional approval, 
would be likely to prompt strong 
ixiticism from environmentalists, 
the U S. maritime industry and 
consumer advocates who main- 
tain it will increase West Cost 
gasoline prices 

Administration officials, ask- 
ing not to be identified, said the 
subject of lifting tho export ban 
on North Slope oil has caused 
lively debate within the admin- 
istration. and the Energy Depart- 
ment has generally argued for an 
end to the export ban. 

Deputy Energy Secretary Mill 
White, in remarks this week to 
a group of independent petrole- 
um producers in California, sug- 
gested that lifting the ban would 

give a boost to California pro 
ducers, mean thousands of now 

jobs in both California and Alas- 
ka. and have little effect on West 
Coast gasoline prices 

A department spokesman, 
however, insisted that no deci 
sion has been made on whether 
to urge an end to the export ban. 

We are preparing a study on the 
economic gains and losses of lift- 
ing the ban,” said DOK 
spokesman Joe Lucas 

Congrevs in approving the con- 

struction of the trans-Alaska oil 
pipeline in the 1970s spe< iftcal- 
iv required that Alaska oil must 
be sold in the United States to 
ease the country 's reliant « on for- 
eign oil. 

environmentalists have argued 
in favor of the ban. fearing that 
exports would speed up the 
depletion of North Slope reserves 

and increase pressure to drill in 
the Arctii National Wildlife 
Refuge, also in the far northern 
part of the state 

Consumer groups such as (at 
izen Action claim exports will 
lienefit the North Slope oil orti- 

panies, hut result in higher gaso- 
line |iri( es, espoi uillv along the 
West Coast, where much of the 
Alaska oil is refined 

Among the North Slope pro- 
ducers, British Petroleum Co. has 
pressed for an end to the export 
nan 

The maritime industry has 
fought past attempts in Congress 
to lift the ban. arguing that ship- 
pers would he likely to use for- 
eign tankers to transport oil 
a< ross the Pacific, rather than the 
smaller U S vessels used to ship 
oil along the West Coast and 
through the Panama Canal to Gulf 
(loast refineries 

Howard Marlowe, diret tor of 
the Coalition to kisip Alaska Oil. 
said Wednesday that claims by 
some administration officials that 
Alaska oil exports could pnxlut e 

as many as 15.000 new gibs were 

"totally unsubstantiated 

Abortion opponents take opinion to Clinton 
WASHINGTON (AP) Abortion opponents 

delivered their message to the White House in per- 
son and by phone Wednesday as President Clinton 
prepared to sign legislation prohibiting protesters 
front limiting access to abortion clinics. 

After three warnings. IJ S Park Police arrested 
seven Operation Rescue demonstrators w ho refused 
to leave the Pennsylvania Avenue sidewalk outside 
the White House 

And hundreds of < oilers continued to dial phone 
•+tn»*mhnidrenbia^Vhlte House offii es as they have 
for u week. Many nSlhe calls were automatictilH 
transferred to the White House comment line, whit it 
registers opinions on abortion and many other 
issues. 

Beginning late last week there was an increase 
in calls coining into the White House with people 
(ailing in their positions on the clinic-ai ess bill," 
said Deputy White House Press Secretary Cinuie 
Terzano. 

"Hut it's tapered off a lot since last Fridasshe 
said. 

Clinton is scheduled to sign the clinic-access bill 
at a White House ceremony midday Thursday 

Several of those arrested shouted anti ahortion 
slogans as they were handcuffed and led to ,1 wait- 

ing police van. 

rht! legislation forbids demonstrators from 
blot kading act css to > linit s, resorting to v tolence 
and damaging property 

Abortion-rights activists t ampaignod for the bill 
in response to more than 1.000 violent incidents at 
abortion clinics since 1077, 

Opponents of the measure said it destroys the 
constitutional right of fret; speech 

But supporters said it was intended only to pro- 
Os t the people who visit and work in abortion din 
ics. 

I hey noted tlmt in the last 17 years there have 
been 0> bombings, HI cases of arson, H4 assaults, 
two kidnappings. 1 tl death threats and one mur- 
der. the killing of I)r David Gunn, who performed 
abortions in Florida 

Under the legislation, persons found guilty of vio- 
lence a! abortion clinic s could face up to a year in 

prison and a $100,000 fine for the first t onviction 
and up to three veers and $1250,000 in fines for sub- 
sequent offenses 

Nonviolent offenders could receive six-month 
jail sentences and a Sit).000 fine for a first con- 
viction and up to 1H months and $25,000 for Inter 
offenses 
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Hanging set 12 years after 
crime for triple murderer 

OLYMPIA. Wash (AIM 
A triple murderer whose 
crimes inspired new state 
laws protecting victims and 
witnesses lost a hid for mer- 

cy Wednesday, less than two 

days before his si bed tiled 
hanging 

Charles Hodman Campliell, 
.19. sc heduled to die early Fri- 
day for the revenge killings of 
two women and a girl 1^ 
years ago, still had other legal 
moves pending. 

The state Clemency and 
Pardons Hoard voted 4-0. 
with one abstention, against 
recommending to Cm Mike 
Lowry that Campbell's death 
sentence lie ( Unlimited to life 
in prison 

"It s time to return the bur- 
den souitrely to Mr Camp- 
bell's shoulders," Ixiatd chair- 
woman Anita Peterson said 

Campbell was sentenced to 
death for the April I'lHiJ slay 
lugs of Kenae Wu k hind 11 
her H-year-old daughter. 
Shannah; and family friend 
Hnrhnra Hendrickson, at, 
near Clearview in Snohomish 
County, north of Seattle. 

Campbell had raped H u k 
hind in 1974 and her testimo- 
ny and that ot Hendrickson 
put him behind liars Camp- 
bell was on work release from 
a state prison when he blud- 
geoned and slashed the 
throats of his three victims, 
nearly beheading the child. 

Among new laws passed 
since Campbell's convu lion 
are statutes granting violent- 
crime victims the right to be 
notified when their attai kers 
are released and requiring 
that victims and witnesses lie 
told the outcome of ases 

Kd Meisher, the governor's 
attorney, said Lowry was 

expected to respond In 

Ihursduy to the re< omtuenda- 
tion. Cowry has said ha ques- 
tions any statu s ability to fair 
ly administer the death 
penalty, but considers Wash 
ington's law to be a good one. 

Campbell also bad an 

appeal pending bo fore the 
U S Supreme Court, which 
refused to hear two previous 
appeals, and one filoci this 
week before the state 

Supreme Court 
Snohomish Superior Court, 

where Campbell was convict- 
ed. reje« ted motions Wednes- 
day seeking to vacate the exe- 
cution date A new filing was 

exported in US I listrict 
<amrt m Seattle 

The cruelty of the killings 
and drawn-out legal appeals 
combined to mate an unusu- 
al malii e toward Campbell 

There is another reason 
for the strong feelings toward 
Campbell, and the reason is 

Campltell." said Kir k Hart, the 
sheriffs detective who inves- 
tigated the murders 

"It's Ins attitude It is the 
way he has come off to the 
public so completely 
unr aring It's like he looks at 
the world and asks. I lev, why- 
are you guy s mad at mo?' 

l-.'rit land, who prosecuted 
(.am phot I, said even Camp- 
bell's mother who has 
sim a died gave up on her 
son. 

"She basically said death 
might be the host thing for 
him It wasn't that she hated 
him. It was that she tried 
everything. It was n recogni- 
tion of Ins evilness," said 
land, now in private practice. 

Caimpbell would tie the sec- 

ond inmate executed in 
Washington since l'lt> I West- 
ley Allan Dodd was hanged 
in January 199J. 

I.S.A. ELECTIONS 
Applications tor 1994-95 Director & Assistant Director can 

now be picked up (a I S A. Off ice in Room 2<)b, LMU. 
Deadline: Friday, May 27, 1994, 12 p.m. 

Debate will be held this Friday, May 27, 1994, at 5 p.m. 
in International Lounge. 

For mart' information, please call 346-43S7. 


