
Filmmaker 
produces 
his sister’s 
wedding 

RIVERSIDE. Calif (AP) — 

Emmy-winning documentary 
filmmaker Gary Weimberg 
found himself directing, cast- 

ing and starring in his sister's 
wedding when the out-of- 
town robbi was a no-show 

The Son Francisco film- 
maker found himself m 

charge Sunday when it 
seemed there would be no 

one to officiate at the mar- 

riage of his sister. Marcio 
Ann Woimherg, to Adrian 
Keid Romano before 150 
guests at Temple Beth El. 

The rabbi apparently mis- 
took the hour of the event, 
family members said. 

"! think you say we 

were completely upset," the 
hride said. "All of a sudden I 
thought, 'Let's get Cary!' It 
was just a case of turning a 

potential disaster into a won- 

derful thing." 
The idea "seemed pretty 

wild Hut I had always want- 
ed to be a rabbi So. I said. 
'All right, why not?' " said 
Weimberg, who won a 10HH 

editing award for Demr Amer- 
ica letters Home from Viet- 
nam and a technical Kmmy 
last year for Earth ami the 
American Dream, both HBO 
productions. 

To make the marriage legal, 
the Rev. James Washington, a 

Christian Methodist minister 
who happened by. added a 

civil ceremony to the ritual 
led by Weimberg. 

"Reverend Woshington 
and I now pronounce you 
man and wife," Weimberg 
said. Added Washington "I 
think we could all say that 
God works in mysterious 
ways." 
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Informed consent issue aoes to Conaress 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Stricter controls 

are needed to ensure Americans don’t 
become guinea pigs when they're wheeled 
into hospital emergency rooms or become 
mentally ill, patients and ethics exports told 
(Congress on Monday 

At issue is the provision of informed con- 
stmt — fully telling patients the risks of sci- 
entific research The government contends 
the pro«.ess usually works well 

Hut witnesses told a congressional hearing 
Monday that doctors abuse a special rule 
that allows them to waive informed consent 
to save lives during emergencies And they 
contended the mentally ill are especially 
vulnerable to doctors who simply don't fol- 
low the law. 

"The system does not protect human sub- 
lects. It protects the researchers." said ('.re- 
gory Alter of I.os Angeles, a schizophrenic 
who contends a University of (California 
study abused dozens of patients 

Witnesses told the House Small Business 
subcommittee on regulation that 

• UCLA didn't properly explain to schiz- 
ophrenics that stopping their medication in 
a study on relapse rates put them at risk of 
psychotic episodes Alter said he didn't get his medicine h<« k even after he attacked his 
mother with a knife and liegan hitchhiking 
to Washington to assassinate then-President 
Hush. The government ordered UCLA to 
revise its consent form, but the hospital savs 
patients weren't mistreated 

• f ive hospitals sidestepped standard car- 

diopultnonary resusc nation and substituted 
an experimental cheat pump for heart attack 
victims who physically couldn't consent 
The CardioPump's inventor. Dr Keith Lurie 
of the University of Minnesota, savs it could 
double survival rates But the Food and Drug 
Administration halted the tests, lulling them 
improperly designed, and ordered Lurie to 
get prospective consent, by asking heart 
patients in advance if they would consent to 
such treatment during a heart attar.k 

• Rhode Island Hospital detained drunk- 
en patients without consent for eight hours, 
sometimes tying them to stretchers, to draw 
blood to measure alcohol-indui ed glucose 
fluctuation Also, a critic said an emergency 
room study of asthma attacks endangered 
children by requiring an asthma expert to 
see a child Imfore treatment starts. The hos- 
pital says children having severe attacks are 

immediately treated and excluded from the 
study, and that drunken patients were rou- 

tinely detained for blood tests before the glu- 
cose study 

Unties said the government doesn't 
enforce researc h rules — which themselves 
are confusing. 

The FDA says consent may be waived 
when an experimental product could save 
someone who physically can't consent The 
National Institutes of Health says experi- 
ments must pose only minimal risks Hos- 
pitals are left to decide which standard they 
want to follow 

Fthiia ex|Hirts called on the government to 

establish a national ethics committee to 
guide hospitals, or audit doctors frequently 
to ensure they're following the rules. 

"We don't want moral pnggtshness to stand 
in the way of research," said Dr. Arthur 
Caplan of the University of Pennsylvania 
"But we have to beef up our oversight.” 

"I'm very attracted to this idea." said Rep 
Ron Wyden, D-Ore chairman of the sub- 
committee. "Federal regulators must provide 
a stronger safety net.” 

He called on the FDA and NIH to speed up 
a review of their guidelines to clear up con- 

fusion. 
But. said the NIH's Dr. Clary Kilts: "Health 

research subjects have never been more well 
protected than they an* at this moment.” 

And companies said tighter controls could 
put them — and life-saving research — out 
of business 

Jeffrey Koepsell, president of (lardioLogic 
Systems Inc has spent $2.5 million devel- 
oping another CPR alternative, a vest that 
squeezes the chest. FDA says Koepsell must 
get prospective consent before testing it. 
Fhat could lake years even if hospitals agree, 
and they fear discussing the experiment 
would just scare patients, be testified. 

If FDA doesn't allow a waiver, "we will be 
out of business in a year.” ho said. 

"Patient rights must come first," Wyden 
responded. "But it's got to be possible for a 
small company to get products on the mar- 
ket without this bureaucratic water tor- 
ture." 

Four Muslims face life in prison for bombing 
NEW YORK (AP) — Four Muslim fundamentalists faiw up to life 

in prison without parole when they are sentenced Tuesday for bomb- 
ing the World Trade Outer 

in a sentencing memorandum to the judge that was made public 
Monday, prosecutors asked "that each defendant is imprisoned for 
the rest of his life" for the Feb 26. 1993, attack that killed six people and injured 1,000 

In a recent telephone interview, one of the defendants insisted he 
was innocent, but said he expects U S. District Judge Kevin Duffy 
to impose the harshest penalty allowable. 

"I believe we will all get life without parole." Ahmad Aja). 2fl. said 
from his cell ot the U S. Penitentiary in Lewisburg. Pa. 

Hut he added: "1 believe if there is justice 1 will win in the appeal 
" 

The other three who will be sentenced Tuesday are Mohammad 
Salaineh, 26, of Jersey City, N J Mahmud Abouhalima. 34. of Wood 
bridge, N.J.. anil Nidnl Ayyad. 26, of Maplewood. N J 

Ihe defendants art) expected to make statements to the judge 
before Iwiiig sentenced. Also expected to speak is Fd Smith, the hus- 
band of one of the six victims. 

The jury that decided the case on March 4 heard evidence that 
Salamoh rented the storage locker where bomb ingredients were 
stored as well as the van that tarried the bomb into the trade center. 

It also hoard evidence that Abouhalima helped build the bomb, 
and that Ayyad ordered some of the chemicals for the bomb and 
claimed responsibility for the attack in a letter sent to The New York 
Times. 

Another trial is scheduled to begin in September for 15 men 

charged with planning a series of terrorism attacks in the United 
Status 

Prosecutors say the defendants in the second case planned to 
bomb the United Notions, a federal building housing the FBI, and 
two tunnels and a bridge that connect New Jersey to Manhattan. 

Clinton administration lends Ukraine support 
WASHINGTON (AP) — Step 

ping into a boiling dispute, Sec 
rotary of Statu Warren Christo- 
pher told Ukraine on Monday 
that it has the support of the Clin- 
ton administration in trying to 
maintain control of the strategic. 
Black Sea peninsula of Crimea 

"The territorial integrity of 
Ukraine within its present bor- 
ders is something that the Unit- 
ed States has consistently 
affirmed," said the State Depart 
ment spokesman, Michael 
McCurry. 

Christopher assured Foreign 
Minister Anutoliy Zlenko of the 
U.S. position in a letter delivered 
Monday, the U.S. official said. 

McCurry also stressed that an 

agreement President Clinton 

reached with Ukraine's presi- 
dent, Leonid M. Kravchuk, in 
Moscow in |anuary guarantees 
Ukraine's security. The agree- 
ment. signed also by Russian 
Presi dont Boris Yeltsin, was tied 
to Ukraine's commitment to dis- 
mantle its arsenal of long-range 
nuclear missiles. 

"The secretary recognized the 
responsible and conciliatory 
approach that Ukraine has 
adopted in dealing with devel- 
opments in Crimea thus far and 
urged the Llkramian government 
to continue to exercise 
restraint," McCurry said. 

The State Department consid- 
ers moves by Crimean legislators 
to loosen the peninsula's ties to 
Ukraine to be unconstitutional 
while Russia has reaffirmed its 
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commitment to Ukraine's terri- 
torial integrity, he added. 

The United States and Russia 
provided the guarantees to help 
persuade Ukraine to give up all 
the nuclear weapons deployed 
on its soil by the Soviet Union. 

At least one-third of those 
missiles havo been dismantled 
and the parts sent to Russia, 
McCurry said. 

The Crimean parliament has 
votes! for equal status for Crimea 
and Ukraine and for separate 
Crimean citizenship for the 
largely Russian population on 

the peninsula, as well as for a 

local defense force 
Russian Foreign Minister 

Andrei V. Kozyrev, warning that 
the dispute could lead to the 
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kind of conflict that ensued after 
Yugoslavia's disintegration, has 
said ho hus no doubt Crimea 
should be part of Ukraine. 

The peninsula was part of 
Russia until 1974 it has a pop- 
ulation of 2.7 million, about 70 

percent of which is Russian. 
Crimean and Ukrainian lead- 

ers on Sunday accused each oth- 
er of stockpiling weapons and 
preparing to l>attie for control of 
the peninsula 

An adviser to Kravchuk 
warned that Crimea was on the 
verge of a civil war, and the 
ITAR-Tass news agency said 29 
Ukrainian armored personnel 
carriers rumbled into Simfer- 
opol. the Crimean capital, on 

Sunday night. 
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