Revered saxophonist
Rousseau will perform
at University concert

By Jamie Bails

For the Oregon Dady Emerald

Eugene Rousseau, one of the
world's most respected saxo
phonists, is coming to the Uni-
versity.

In a joint sponsorship by the
Yamaha Corporation of Ameri
ca, The School of Music and
Pacific Winds Music, Rousseau
will perform as part of the Ore-
gon Wind Ensemble in a concert
tomorrow at 8 p.m. in Beall Hall

Performing several selections
including Paul Creston’s “Con
certo for Alto Saxophone,” and
a medley of George Gershwin
tunes, this is a rare opportunity
to hear one of the world's saxo
phones legends in performance

“We brought him here
because we think it's important
for students to work with some-
one of his caliber,” said ]. Robert
Moore, a music professor who
teaches oboe and saxophone at
the University

Moore said one of the best
things about Rousseau is that
amid his world fame, he has
maintained his humanness and
seems to be mostly unaffected
by his accomplishments

“Rousseau is genuinely inter-
ested in students and the music
they play,” said Moore, adding
that students at the School of
Music are really excited to hear
and learn from him

Since his debut at Carnegie
Hall in 1965, Rousseau has per
formed on five continents. He
was also the first to give saxo
phone recitals in Paris, Berlin,
London, Vienna and Amster
dam

Rousseau began teaching at
the Indiana Sq illln| of Music in
14964 because
saxophone only, which was
unique. That was the job | wani
ed,”" he told the Indiana Alum
ni Magazine. At Indiana, he
teaches classes to 19 students in
individual lessons each week

‘1 was to teach

Rousseau was named Distin-

guished Professor of Music at
Indiana University in 1988, a
title he still holds today, and
also teaches a master course at
the Mozarteum in Salzberg. He
was a guest professor at Arizona
State University, the
Hochschule fur Musik in Vienna
and the Prague Conservatory,
where he was awarded the title
of Honorary Professor of Music
in 1993

As a child in the 1940s, he
began playing the saxophone in
a small band that was organized
by his fourth grade classroom
teacher, according to the alumni
magazine. When his interest
swayed to the trumpet, he asked
if he could learn it instead. *“See
if you can get a sound out of it,”
she told him

Rousseau said he had no idea
what to do with this the strange
instrument and thought it was
simply too hard when no sound
came oul

“She thought | was best suited
to the saxophone and used this
trick to keep me on it,”" he told
the magazine

After he was told that the sax
ophone could not provide him
with a career, he went on to
master several woodwind
instruments In 1953, he
received a bachelor's degree in
music education with a concen
tration on clarinet

But in 1960, he received a
Fulbright grant to study the sax
ophone at the National Conser
vatory of Music in Paris under
Marcel Mule, a major influence

on the training of saxophonists

While many musicians
believed the -~-|\'|[\':;-|‘:v wWis
purely a jazz instrument and
wias not suitable for classical

music, after several decades
Rousseau has proven that the
saxophone is indeed an instru
ment of classical music
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ATTENTION: ASUO Executive Is Looking
For Some Qualified & Responsible Leaders
WE ARE REOPENING

THE FOLLOWING 1994-95
STAFF POSITIONS:

« Multicultural Advocate
» Programs Coordinator

 International Affairs
Coordinator

« Recruitment &
Retention Coordinator

Pick Up Applications
at the ASVUO Office,
Suite 4, EMV

May 27 at 5:00 p.m.
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FREE LUNCH!

(U of O Employees Only)

EARLY RETIREMENT MADE EASY!

Learn the 5 Secrets to a Successful Retirement
Topics Include:
* Understanding PE.R.S.
* Social Security
* How To Cut Your Taxes NOW
* Two Things You Must Know About TSAs

SPACE IS LIMITED, RESERVATIONS REQUIRED, CALL 345-7466

DATE: Tuesday, May 24, 1994 TIME: 12:00- 1:00pm
PLACE: EMU Boardroom

“I recently attended a seminar at the University of Oregon by Retirement Planning Group. The purpose of my
attendance was to receive additional information regarding my PE RS options. The valuable information that
| received and the level of professionalism that was displayed made this a very enjoyable seminar.”

Mr. Gus Pusateri, Business Manager, Computer Center

Without

and friends

Thursday, May 26
11 a.m.-2 p.m.
EMU East Lawn

with Special Guest

Brett Estep

Also the week of
May 23-27
Monday * Mocktails on
EMU Terrace 10-2 p.m.
Tuesday * Ice (ream Social
at Johnson Hall 11-1 p.m.
Wednesday * Fun Run
at Alton Baker Park 4 p.m.
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