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Lecturer addresses 
issue of sovereignty 
in Hawaiian Islands 
By Pat Daly 
for fO* f>*0on i'li*st, / mprjilf 

Before the turn of the next 

century, native horn Hawaiian* 
could have sovereignty over 

their own nation, leaving the 
United States with one less star 
on its flag America's tropical 
playground, it is alleged, was 

stolen, and the Hawaiian pimple 
want it hack. 

Healani YVaiwaiole spoke last 
Thursday at a Sovereignty Work 
shop as one of the featured 
events of Asian-Amerionn 
Month, sponsored by the Asian 
Pacific American Student 
Union Waivvaiole is head of the 
Portland chapter of Kn l.ahui. a 

grassroots native initiative based 
on a democratic constitution 
created by Hawaiian*. Native 
Hawaiian* in 1987 held a Con- 
stitutional Convention which 
drafted a constitution declaring 
sovereignty and self-determina- 
tion Ka I-ahui is trying to be rec- 

ognized as a nation within the 
United States, much the same 

way other Native American 
tribits are. 

Waiwuiole's group is among 
seven stateside Caucuses con- 

sisting of Hawaiian descendants 
and natives who concentrate on 

educating citizens and Congress 
about the Ka Izihui Hawaii sov- 

ereignty movement Among the 
issues YVaiwaiole and Kn l.ahui 
are also c onfronting are those of 
land trusts, broken government 
promises and international 
recognition as a nation. 

"Hawaiian people want con- 

trol of their own land and 
through that process it is hoped 
that we can get (Hawaii) n bit 
healthier," said Waiwniole. 
"Military activity, tourism, golf 
courses- all these things are pol- 
luting the archipelago." 

While there is a growing sov- 

ereignty movement in Hawaii, 
ka I-a Inn takes a strong self-rule 
stance on the issue. Tne Office 
of Hawaiian Affairs attempted 
last year to move the sovereign- 
ty issue forward. It created the 
Hawaiian Sovereignty Advisory 
Commission, whose task it is to 
advise the state legislature on a 

sovereignty referendum and 
convention. 

Ka i.nhui refused to partici- 
pate in that dialogue on the 
grounds that the HSAC is a state 

agency and the appointed mem- 

bers of the commission were 

appointed by the Governor. 
Waiwniole compared the situ- 

ation to that of a lnbor/mnnage- 
rnent negotiation. "You can't 
have management appointing 
union voices," she said. "And 
besides that, they (the state) sim- 
ply don't seem to do a good job 
with anything they have any 
control over." 

Besides Ka i.nhui Hawaii, 
Waiwniole said there are groups 
whose emphasis on the sover- 

eignty issue is one of total self- 
control of the Islands, complete 
with the idea of having the non- 

Hawaiians kicked out of their 
nation. 

AMERICORPS COMING SOON TO COMMUNITIES EVERYWHERE 

AmeriCorps is the new domestic 
IV,ii I- l orps where thousands of 

young |x-o|ilr will soon he getting 
things done through set vhin 

exchange fur help m financing their 
higher rdin at inn or repaying their slu 

dent loans 

Starting this (all, thousands of 

Anti-rit orps members will tan out 

across the nation to meet the needs oi 

communities every where 
And the kinds of things they will help 
get done can truly change America 

things like immunizing our infants 

tutoring our teenagers keeping out 

schools safe restoring our natural 
resources and securing more inde 

pendent lives lor our ill and 
our elderly 
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AmeriCorps... 

the new National Service 

movement that aril get things done. 

Watch for AmeriCorps, coming 
soon to your community... 

and find out more by calling: 

1400-94-ACORPS. 


