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Sky Walklnatlk will share pari of his rich heritage with audiences at the Willamette Valley Folk Festival 
this weekend, he performs at 1 p.m., Saturday. 

Folk, blues, ancient rhythm and a flute? 

Much 
of the emphasis during this weekend's 

Willamette Valley Folk Festival will be on her- 
itage, Sky Walkinstik is very comfortable with 

his rich heritage and intends to share some ot it with 
this weekend's (estival goers Walkinstik is a full- 
blooded Native American from the Choctaw and 
Mi wok tribes 

After an industrial accident left him deaf, Walkin- 
stik lived for two decades in silence and frustration. 
In 1989 he rediscovered an ancient part of his musi- 
cal heritage and he began making music on an flute 
and reviving the music of his ancestors on the flute. 
Though he cannot hear the music Walkinstik claims 
he can feel the music through his fingers. 

As a young child Walkinstik had been taught by 
his grandfather to play the flute and as these teach- 
ings came back to him the years of silence and frus- 
tration Walkinstik began to fill the void left by his 
heanng loss. 

r 

Walkinstik's mustc is peppered with the influence 
classical music and gospel hymns as well as Native 
American flute songs and melodies He studied 
under Sam "Lightning" Hopkins. "Mississippi” John 
Hurt and Jesse Fuller these influences encouraged 
Walkinsttk to concentrate on folk and blues until his 
accident 

In 1992 Walkinstik released his first record titled 
SKY Cherished Memories and New Beginnings He 
has been touring the country in an attempt to famil- 
iarize people with his music. 

In addition to music Walkinstik has been involved 
with various environmental activities, one of which 
garnered him California's first Environmentalist 
Award in 1979 for his Solar Chariot, "a cross 
between Noah's Ark and an Winnebago." accord- 
ing to an article in The Napa Valley Weekly Real 
Estate Reader published on October 9 1992 

— Kaly Soto 
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